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The Politics of Rapes in India 

The rape is defined as ravishment of a woman without her consent or against her will by force, fear or fraud which is 

irrespective of the extent or the degree of penetration. A large number of women failed to report rapes to the police 

because they feared embarrassing and insensitive treatment by the doctors, the law enforcement personnel and/or 

the cross-examining defence attorneys. It used to be a general perception that more often than not, it was the victims 

rather than the perpetrators of rapes who were put on trials. The outcry of the Mathura custodial rape in 1972 was a 

watershed moment that made even apex court that passed a verdict in 1978 which created widespread outcry. The 

outcry against the near century old law on rape culminated into the Criminal Law (Second Amendment) Act of 1983. 

A new Section 114A in the Indian Evidence Act of 1872 was inserted which presumed “there is absence of consent in 

certain prosecutions of rape if the victim says so”. This applied to especially to custodial rape cases. There were few 

more tinkering of the law against rape in 1980s & 2002 too which tried to get rid of the cross-questioning of the 

victims ‘apparent immoral character’ but these could not change the general perception mentioned above. Both 

registering the FIRs and the conviction rate of the rape accused remained abysmally low.  

 

While the definition today remains by and large the same, the criminal 

proceedings have undergone some radical changes esp after the 

horrific instance of Nirbhaya episode in 2012. Unlike the criminal 

provisions of rapes in the western countries where corroboration of 

the victim’s testimony is essential, Indian law has done away with this 

requirement. Indian justice system in rape has held that in general, no 

Indian girl or woman will expose herself to testify rape, given the 

numerous stigmas attached which is unique to our society. This aspect 

of the criminal proceeding was included in the Indian Criminal Penal 

Code in Feb 2013 following Justice Verma Commission. 

 

After the new law was enacted, two major developments have taken 

place…one positive and one negative. The positive development is 

that of somewhat an apparent ease in registering the cases of sexual 

crimes. The major negative development is that the rape victims’ 

statements have found the validity of the law at par with evidence, 

they are increasingly being silenced by their perpetrators through 

gruesome killings.  

Death penalty instituted against rapes has apparently not deterred 

them. The rapes incidents remain largely unaffected and after some 

initial improvement in the conviction rates, the figures are back to pre-

Nirbhaya period. Incidence of rapes are again making a street outcry. 

We are back to square one what was there in the pre-Nirbhaya period. 

The culprits apparently give a damn to the so-called strictness in 

handling the sexual crimes.  

There is something going drastically wrong in our society. The nation 

was shocked to know of an unprovoked rape by apparently a 7 yr old 

boy who raped a 5 yr old girl in Aligarh. How is it possible? Is it the 

effect of third rated movies, blue films & porn videos readily available 

on mobile phones? One wonders. The rapes in the recent months and 

National Repository for Information for Women 

(NARI) ensures the following:- 

1. Registering an FIR is mandatory for the police 

2. Right to privacy while recording statement 

3. Time doesn't matter 

4. Email (to DCP or CP of area) to the rescue 

5. Cops can't say no and they can be punished for 

not lodging a complaint 

6. No arrests of women after sunset 

7. A woman can't be called to the police station 

8. Protect your identity of the rape victims 

9. The doctor by examining can't decide on rape 

10. Employers must protect women 

11. Acid Attack, stalking, voyeurism also offences 

The incidence of rapes in India in 2019 stands at 

1.8 per lakh population, far below South Africa 

(132) Botswana (93) Sweden (63.5) USA (27) New 

Zealand & Zimbabwe (25) France (16) Bangladesh 

(10) and so on. Numbers of rapes in India.. 

 
Did rapes increase steeply after 2012 as apparent 

in the graph? Not really, it was the ease in 

lodghing FIRs after Nirbhaya that is giving an 

impression of rise in the numbers of the cases. 
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years are taking hateful proportions. At one hand, the children are indulging in rapes on the other hand, Septu & 

Octogenarian too are not left behind in their indulgence…although at a 

smaller proportion. While the Children of less than a year old are 

becoming victims, even the women in the 70s are not spared. A case of 

90 yr old lady being raped, has come to light on 31 Oct 20. It is 

nauseating to read such instances. It is believed that morality and moral 

values in our societies are coming to its lowest.   

 

Ease of registering complaints. Earlier the registering of the rapes used to be an extremely embarrassing and painful 

task. The police often acted as sole judge whether or not to register an FIR. There used to be jurisdictional restrictions, 

requirement of witness, various clauses of lapsed time/duration from the time of crime and so on. The new criminal 

act of 2013 however, tried to alleviate all such impediments in the registration 

of a cases of rape. Various information and website claim of facilities to 

register online if unable to go to the police station. However, NCW website on 

this is user-unfriendly. While trying to register a complaint of rape or sexual 

crime, the first window of the NCW stumps you and you are unable to lodge 

the complaint. In the cases of rapes since an FIR and ‘Medical examination’ is 

mandatory at the earliest, it is advisable to go to the nearest police station. If 

an employed woman (in govt offices or private firms) is facing sexual 

harassment, she can lodge online complaints (at the website 

http://www.shebox.nic.in/). It is however, another matter if the 24x7 

telephones to the NCW Mahila Ayog Delhi is really working or helpful. In one 

such attempt of trial by the Exec Editor of this magazine, it was an unhelpful 

portal to approach them. Seven calls made over a period extending to 35 min 

yielded no result. It is still not sure if a woman in grief will have any assistance. 

Same was the experience with the NCW online portal too. While trying to file 

a complaint online, it is asking to mention the receipt number. Which receipt 

number do they want? Police complaint receipt? Not sure. If the rape victim has to first go and file police complaint, 

then why does she have to struggle to file complaint online 

too? And worst…NCW gives a damn to their online portal. 

They don’t care. They don’t assist or help…as this message 

to them on 06 Oct has not yet got a response or reply even 

as on 26 Oct 20.  Are they really serious about their primary 

job of helping women in the times of grief? It does not seem 

so. Not even the minister of the NCW bothered to know 

what panic or suffering the common citizen might have had. 

 

Such are the partisan outcry in our country of 1.38 billion people that one particular case hoggs limelight, media 

attention, political vultures’ beeline to the victim, the other cases of similar nature do not rub insults on our thick skin. 

As a result, Hathras case has a different connotation and Balrampur, Tonk, Baran, Ajmer and so many other have quite 

different response…by police, media, polity…all alike. People are losing faith in our Social norms, law & order, judicial 

system and worse…the government against their inability to sensibly handle and control the rapes…..BUT…is it only 

the Govt which have to control the rapes? I don’t think so. It has to boil down to the citizen, the male, our patriarchal 

mindset who have to change their outlook towards the women. 

 

The 2013 amendment of Rape Law 
came into effect on 02 April 2013,  

It provided for death penalty in rape 
cases causing death of the victim. 

It created a new offence as use of 
criminal force on a woman with intent 
to disrobe, voyeurism and stalking. 

The punishment for gang rape was 
increased to 20 yrs to life term.  

Unwelcome physical contact, words or 
gestures, demand or request for sexual 
favours, showing porn film or making 
sexual remarks were made cognisable 
offence. Stalking is made punishable 
with up to 3 years jail. Acid attack made 
offence with10 yrs term. 
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In the recent months, a deliberate attempt is being created to single out UP as the worst state affected by rape. 

However, the statistics shows otherwise. The state-wise break down of the NCRB data on rapes (shown in table below) 

shows that UP was at number 11 (with Chhattisgarh being No.1) in the list in 2018 and at no. 15 (with Rajasthan being 

at no.1) in 2019. It is a sad state of affair in the country. It is another matter that the political vultures continue thriving 

on these unfortunate occurrences.  It is noteworthy in this data that it is mostly the North Indian states of central 

India figure in the top 10 of the rape-prone states with the exception of Kerala and Assam. Kerala unfortunately also 

figures among the state third most general crimes rate.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A highly positive Public reactions after the Hyderabad killing of the rapists only confirms that large sections of people 

incl many law makers, are losing faith in our system of governance against the social evils of rapes and sexual crimes. 

Those convicted against Nirbhaya episode on 16 Dec 19 are still seeking favours through various provisions of law >7 

yrs after committing the heinous crime. Conviction rates against the rapes are just about 20-25% and the mighty and 

influential still manage to hoodwink the law. They are able to influence the victims or their families, the investigators 

and the police by heavy bribes by either scuttling the case or diluting the charges. Finally, the defence lawyers exploit 

the loopholes in the current laws to dismiss the charges or at least diluting its seriousness and the culpability. This is 

what happens to about 75% of the cases of rapes during very long and painful trials…decades at times. Even the high 

profile Nirbhaya case took 7 yrs for the rapists to be given the gallows. There was hope and expectation from the 

amended criminal laws of 2013 that the conviction rate of the rapists will increase significantly. However, marginal 

improvement was seen in the year 2013-2016 which is largely back to pre-Nirbhaya figures. This is the sorry state of 

justice in our democracy from which the masses are losing their faith as shown in the mass outrage amongst the 

public. It was apparent in the Hyderabad’s rapists’ extra-judicial killings that public showered flowers on police killers 

and women tied ‘rakhi’ on those hands who summarily executed the rape-suspects. 

 

State-wise breakdown of rapes in year 2018 & 2019 (totalling >500 in a year) 

States/UTs Rapes 
<18 yr 
girls 

Rapes 
>18 yr 
women 

Total 
rapes yr 
2018 

Total 
rapes yr 
2019 

Total 
Population 

(in lakh) 

Rapes/ 
lakh 
2018 

Rapes/ 
lakh 
2019 

Rajasthan 1032 3305 4337 5,997 6,86 6.3 8.7 

Delhi 0 1217 1217 1,253 1,68 7.2 7.5 

Kerala 1156 816 1972 2,023 3,34 5.9 6.1 

Haryana 2 1294 1296 1,480 2,54 5.1 5.8 

Assam 89 1678 1767 1,773 3,12 5.7 5.7 

Uttarakhand 273 303 576 526 1,01 5.7 5.2 

Jharkhand 69 1029 1098 1,416 3,30 3.3 4.3 

Chhattisgarh 1219 882 2101 1,036 2,56 8.2 4.1 

Punjab 330 507 837 1,002 2,77 3.0 3.6 

MP 2814 2609 5450 2,485 7,26 7.5 3.4 

Orissa 37 886 923 1,382 4,20 2.2 3.3 

Andhra 505 468 973 1,086 4,96 2.0 2.2 

Maharashtra 0 2149 2149 2,299 11,24 1.9 2.0 

Telangana 0 606 606 606 3,50 1.7 1.7 

UP 1411 2911 4322 3,065 19,99 2.2 1.5 

West Bengal 4 1065 1069 1,069 9,13 1.2 1.2 

Gujarat 7 546 553 528 6,04 0.9 0.9 

Bihar 4 647 651 730 10,41 0.6 0.7 



6 

 

The Counterviews Issue 2:18 

www.thecounterviews.com 

Rape with Murders. Many of the rapes in the recent many years have become gang rapes, violent rapes more often 

leading to deaths of the victims. Many of such deaths were the result of the victim(s) identifying the offenders. 

Whenever the culprits have the fear of being identified during investigations, they try to kill the victims.  After the 

recent amendments in the law that considers women’s statement on rapes as evidence, it has led to a tendency of 

erasing the evidence by silencing the victims. 

In 2019 itself, there has been a 

total of 283 cases of Rape with 

murders (47 in Mah, 37 in MP, 34 

in UP and 27 in Assam). In the 

year 2020 itself, there have been 

several instances of rapes with 

murders of which, unfortunately 

the author is unable to have the 

authenticate numbers. By no 

means should any person justify 

even a single case of such horrific 

crime but it is fact that almost 85 

odd rapes take place in India every day. However, it is a bit difficult to conceive why one particular instance grabs the 

imaginations of the media and through them, the entire nation but many similar instances go unnoticed. In the 

present situation itself, rape and murder of a dalit girl by upper cast Hindu at Hathras (if it really happened) got 

international attention while the rape and murder of another dalit girl by Muslim boys at Balrampur was hardly 

noticed. While the Hathras victims’ family has become the Mecca of the opposition politicians to make rounds and 

beelines, Balrampur in the same state is forgotten in obscurity. Hathras on one hand was trending day and night on 

most media, Rapes of Hindu caste by Muslims whether in Balrampur (UP) or Tonk, Baran, Ajmer and another eight 

(Rajasthan) were conveniently ignored. What makes one instance of rape so attractive for the politicians while they 

chose to ignore the others? Media need not be blamed because they follow them. Is it the flow of funds (as fraught 

from PFI in this case)? Is it sectarian consideration? Is it pseudosecular consideration? Nation awaits the answer.  

Sexual violence in India 

   

India has earned bad reputation the world-wide for the ever-increasing 

sexual crimes even if it is much less than the many worst the world over. 

Although the reported incidents are just around 1.8 per lakh 

population, it is believed that fairly large numbers go unreported due 

to shame & taboo attached in our country. Earlier even registering of 

FIRs used to be problem which did change to some extent after the 

Nirbhaya episode in 2012. As a result, there seems to be more cases of 

rapes from 2013 onward but that may not be so. It is because of strict 

guidelines given to the police in lodging the FIRs irrespective of the 

geographical limits of the crime, without any preliminary investigations.  

Rape figures of NCRB in 2019 show that 

Rajasthan, Delhi, Kerala, haryana and 

Assam have maximum per lakh of 

population as shown in the table above. 
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After Nirbhaya incident in 2012, when victims’ statement was made 

at par with evidence, a new turn has come in this crime… to silence 

the victims by murdering them. A special judicial commission was 

set-up on 23 Dec 12 to study the evils of this crime, seek inputs from 

all over the country and suggest the measures to curb the increasing 

incidence of the sexual crimes in India. Justice Verma Commission 

rendered its report in just a month on 23 Jan 2013 which have been 

largely implemented by the govt. In spite of those adopted 

measures, the sexual crimes continue unhindered as can be seen in 

the graph, with occasional spurts. This indicates that the reasons, the 

causative factors for the crimes, the etiological factors, have not 

been analysed fully. Equally important is the male-rapes which we 

will elaborate at some other time. There seems to be a deeper 

malaise against rapes in our society and everyone is responsible for 

it. Our law & order as well as the political leadership seem to be 

failing us time and again.  

  

The incidence of rapes in India in 2019 stands at 1.8 

per lakh population, far below South Africa (132) 

Botswana (93) Sweden (63.5) USA (27) New Zealand 

& Zimbabwe (25) France (16) Bangladesh (10) and so 

on. Numbers of rapes in India.. 

 
Did rapes increase steeply after 2012 as apparent in 

the graph? Not really, it was the ease in lodghing 

FIRs after Nirbhaya that is giving an impression of 

rise in the numbers of the cases.. 
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The Socio-etiological factors in Rapes 
 

Unabated incidence rate of the sexual crime over years and decades point out that the causative factors in rapes are 

not being redressed. While trying to find the causative factors of sexual crimes and rapes in India, there is no literature 

enumerating the relevant factors together. Here is an attempt to enumerate the socio-etiological factors linked to the 

unabated or even increase in the sexual crimes against our women whether children, adults or the elderly. 

Victims of rapes belong to the varied groups. However, most of the lower- and middle-class girls & women were 

picked-up or abducted from streets, outside the confines of homes and taken to a secluded place for committing 

crimes. A large bulk of them were either commuting to or from the places of their work, education, residence or daily 

errands. A larger proportion of them were alone when stalked, picked-up or abducted.  The victims belonged to all 

groups…rich & poor, urban & rural, working & non-working, highly abled & disabled etc, have different factors for 

victimisation. There are however, some exceptions too. We have seldom seen the women being picked-up for the 

crime while in a group. The girls and women of influential families too are seldom attacked. It is however, another 

matter that those women seldom find themselves in situations that may be detrimental for their safeties. Most of the 

girls/women who were subjected to the ordeal, were in isolation, at isolated places, singled out with no help coming 

to their rescues. There are several disadvantaged groups too like unsuspecting children, mentally challenged, 

destitute, socially marginalised like Dalits and other caste minorities. There are many cases of rape on highly obedient 

women by their own guardians / seniors such as father or father in law, brother in law and other blood relatives which 

often go unreported. Some of the reasons that could further be sub-grouped in to factors such as personal, familial, 

social, environmental etc. are mentioned below: - 

 

A. Personal factors 

1. In today’s India Large numbers of single, sexually starved male adults are translocated from their native places 

to the cities for their jobs / earning livelihood. Mostly living alone, have vulnerability to commit such crimes. Easy 

access to provocative materials like porn videos / adult films / company of promiscuous persons may make them 

indulgent. Under such situations a single, insecure, lonely woman living in their vicinity or passing through, may 

become their target. 

2. When the above group of men get an access to a lone women esp in isolated, dark and secluded places, it 

makes the situation conducive for the sexual crime. 

3. Viewing of intimate scenes on TV / films / internet by the children, both male and female, make them liable to 

premature sexual activation who later indulge to imitate sexual acts & crimes. 

4. Inadequate upbringing of the boys by the parents in not educating on moral values, women’s’ honour & dignity 

etc make them indulgent. Children of separated parents are more vulnerable. 

5. Possession of money / muscle power by the indulgent males with intent to silence the victims of sexual crimes, 

make the rich & powerful and their perverted sons commit the crimes with impunity. 

6. Women lured through mobile / internet chatting, dating often fall prey to offenders. 

7. Some open-minded girls / women taking their mates for granted, do get raped by own 

mates/friends/accomplices. 

8. High professional / career ambitions on part of the victims may make them succumb to the sexual overtures of 

their bosses leading to the crimes. 

9. Highly under-privileged girls, differently abled, children are often exploited by their relatives & neighbours 

alike. 

10.  Premature sexual maturation or Precocious puberty seems to be taking place among individuals (both male & 

female) due to variety of reasons who are likely to be indulgent in promiscuous behaviours and fall prey to the rapists.  

 



9 

 

The Counterviews Issue 2:18 

www.thecounterviews.com 

B. Familial Factors 

1. Failure of the parents and elders of the boys in telling them to respect the honour & dignity of the girls/women 

in society, places of education and work places. There are numerous instances of such parents whose sons had earlier 

committed minor sexual offences, coming to their assistance in avoiding punishments. 

2. Children of indulgent, separated, perverted parents often have different mindset towards others with lesser moral 

values in society. Many of them have potentials to commit crimes. 

3. Children of extremely strict parents have psychological strictures and while trying to break it, often find themselves 

in a situation that may lead to crimes against them 

4. Lack of precautionary parental advice to girl child going to school/ colleges/ offices to avoid situations where 

they are likely to fall prey to sexual crime. It may sound a bit biased opinion but the fact is that the girls/women must 

avoid getting in to such situation knowing fully well that there are some men in our society who are trying to prey on 

them.  

5.  Children of the poor & economic marginalised daily wages workers left at homes without the attendance of 

the seniors/elders, often become victims of the neighbours. This factor is responsible for most of the sexual crimes 

against children. 

6. In todays’ nuclear families, the children in the middle-class families are often left on their own with mobile & 

tablets having internet access, by their parents to spend time while they spend time out of the home. Under such 

situations, children often come across the sexually explicit images and videos which may make them indulgent.  

7.  Girls / Women of the highly influential families seldom get in to the situations threatening rape. 

 

C. Social / Environmental Factors 

1. Many of the crimes committed in the recent years and decades emulate crime shown in some the of films, porn 

sites. Surely, the offenders tave learnt their crimes from these films. 

2. Some of the ills of the Western culture such as living-in relationship, having a crush, dating, a one-night stand 

etc are nothing but indulgence leading to sexual crimes. 

3. Shame involved with sexual crimes in India is huge. An unmarried raped girl may not find a suitable match in 

good family. Many married women have been divorced after rape. Stigma attached to the rapes are so huge that it 

makes many crimes go unreported and in turn, letting the culprits away. 

4.  Many of our community / society are still of opinion that more often than not, the girls/women are themselves 

responsible even if partly, for falling prey to the rape for own reasons. Such reasons in their views are in plenty. Talking 

/ mixing with unknown people, having mobile phones, going out of homes unaccompanied, working or venturing 

among male and so on. 

5. Some of the orthodox society inflict conscious punishments of rape to the family of the culprit of varying crimes 

by passing community verdicts against the woman of the accused. 

6. Of late, women are often blackmailed sexually for their often-morphed indecent photographs in social media 

or their own mobile cameras fallen to others’ hands. 

7. Societies having far lesser women to men ratio due to their social customs and beliefs, are especially vulnerable. 

Men remaining unmarried fall prey to many evil habits incl alcohol and drugs becoming high risks individuals. 

8. Retaliatory religious or sectarian violence often target the women of the other group. Bhagalpur in 1967 & 70 

against Hindu and 1989 against Muslims, Kashmir 1990 violence against Hindu Pandits, Gujarat in 2002 against 

Muslims women bear the testimony as a tip of iceberg. There are vast numbers of such occurrences. 

9. Easy availability of sexually explicit videos on the mobile phones available with most of the children in a 

medium/upper class family may be causing precocious puberty among children making them vulnerable to sexual 

crimes. 

10. Provocative turn-out and acts are seldom a cause for the sexual crimes. 
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D. Govt & Administrative Factors 

1. Cumbersome procedures in lodging FIR and insensitivity on part of investigator & lawyers make many victims 

to shy away from reporting the crime.  

2. Indifference of the law enforcing bodies to acts of the eve-teasers, habitual offenders proactively cannot be 

appreciated. For such lapses, even we the citizen are partly responsible to resist and criticise the police for their high-

handedness as we saw in UP when the govt had constituted the ‘anti-Romeo squad’. There were huge hue & cries.  

3. In spite of the latest amended law, police reluctance to register and investigate the sexual crimes are often in 

news. Recently we have seen it in Rajasthan and some other places too. 

4. Corrupt police and judiciary often weaken the investigations and trials of the crime. 

5.  Low conviction rate of the sexual crimes is matter of concern. After the new 2013 amendment in the sexual 

offence, there was a marginal improvement in the conviction rate which fell back again in 2018 & 2019. 

6.  As mentioned in the previous paragraphs, even the highest Women Administrative group like National 

Commission for Women (NCW) is often indifferent to the cause of the victims. 

7. All successive govts at States and Centre have failed to inculcate the ethos among our younger generation in 

the schools & colleges through their curriculum and education for respecting the women and their honour. It has to 

become the top priority for both parents and the educational institutions. 
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Preventive & promotive steps against rapes 
 

The final aim of any literature or articles on the sexual crimes especially the rapes & murders, must be to suggest 

measures that can bring down the incidence of the crime, provide immediate assistance to the victims and take the 

perpetrators to the justice. In the present times, we see that there are no signs of the sexual crimes coming down in 

spite of various measures taken by the govt. There are serious doubts on the Govt and NGOs coming to appreciable 

help and assistance of the victims in grief. The union govt after 

Nirbhaya episode in 2012 promised that there will be a 24x7 national 

helpline for the unfortunate victims of sexual crimes but there is hardly 

anything on the ground. The tall claims of the govt are clearly falling 

flat. One such random try to seek help from a women body is 

mentioned in the opposite text box. 

  

Reporting of the crimes. Due to the stigma involved, make provision 

for any of the blood relation / guardian / friend / helper to lodge FIR on 

behalf of the victim in her absentia. FIR may also be made through 

internet / Telephone / mobile by victim or her well-wishers having 

verifiable antecedents. There could be a national website for the crime 

reporting which can immediately redirect the FIR to the concerned 

police Station / Sub-Div or Div HQs. This information must remain 

confidential, known only to the authorities responsible to initiate actions. Keep the media off limits. Once the FIR is 

registered, it should be the responsibility of the State to arrange medical examination on top priority with due 

sensitivity. All the handling of the victim should be with due diligence. 

 

Immediate assistance to the victims. The assistance required are compassion, medical, humanitarian, Reassurance 

and social support. Women Police with trained social worker will be useful. Who should render immediate assistance? 

Search on internet to seek national helpline for rape or sexual crime. There is no national helpline. There is a ‘Nirbhaya’ 

helpline 181, and a woman help line at phone number 1091. When tried these helplines, the outcome is mentioned 

in the box opposite. It is a sorry state of affairs for women. There are many helplines mentioned on the internet for 

domestic violence but did not try those.  

 

Prompt Investigation. If done properly, the rape investigations could be very prompt and accurate. Corrupt police / 

investigating agencies often fall prey to money, political or muscle powers. They may altogether disregard the 

evidence or deliberately paint it trivial. Delayed investigation makes the ‘evidence’ to vanish or distorted. The modern 

advanced forensic investigation technique such as DNA testing, must be made available in all possible cases. 

 

The punishment. The punishment could be death penalty in ‘the rarest of the rare’. The sentence must have flexibility 

to look into all aspects. The law must be made carefully to block the loopholes. Parents of the rapists too must be 

held culpable unless there are reasons against it. No culprit should escape punishment but, no innocent be punished. 

There are bound to be misuse of the strict law. There will be some women who will resort to provision of this law to 

settle the score with one with enmity. These deliberate victimisations which also include to settle scores with ex-

friends, bosses, live-in partners etc, have to be dealt differently. Often a consensual act is later framed as crime.  

Marital Rape and of those of the sex workers may have to be dealt with differently. Rape in police custody must be 

treated as rarest of the rare. The present provisions of law in the sexual crimes are by and large adequate only its 

implementation get diluted or flawed. However, one action on part of the law is highly desirable…to hold the parents 

Helpline for Rape victims : Sorry State 

-No national helpline for all states. 

-Call up Nirbhaya helpline 181. It spoke in 

Kannada for 1 min and stopped. Could not 

comprehend. Repeat the call, same result. 

-Call up Women helpline 1091. IVRS asks to chose 

for police help. She gives me Womens helpline 

number 080-22943225 on which a lady says she 

is from ‘Parihar’ for only women counselling. She 

does not render other assistance.  

-Call up 1091 again. IVRS takes me to duty 

person. She asks purpose and then asks me to 

call up 100 for police help for rape.  

-Call up 100. It is Bangalore police emergency. No 

dedicated help line for women in distress. 
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of the culprit also accountable unless there are evidence to support their innocence. Parents / guardians of the sons 

are strong pillars in the character building of the children & adolescents. Hence, they have their culpabilities unless 

proven otherwise. 

 

 
 

 

Prevention. This is the most important action on part of every one in the family, the societies and the state. It is 

easier said but extremely difficult to implement. The family 

and the parents are the most important institution to 

inculcate the moral values and ethics. The State must aim to 

strengthen the Moral values at all levels. Sex education, 

respect and honour for the girls and women must be included 

in the education at all levels. Periodical classes, shows, demo 

etc must be made for public and through media. All 

girls/women must be advised to avoid all such situations 

where she is likely to get in to rape threats. Parents have big 

responsibility towards their children. Law & order enforcing 

agencies must keep a vigil on all such places where the crime 

is more likely to be committed. It is also the responsibility of 

the State to ensure that no perpetrators of sexual crimes 

escape the punishment. It is important that the criminals 

have fear of the law against sexual crimes. 

 

 

 

What the Govt can do.. 

 

• Launch a special information drive on all possible media to educate the target population as well as the parents…in 

respecting the dignity of women. 

• Inculcate moral values in the students esp the boys at all levels incl homes, society, school and college levels. 

• Make our roads, steets and other secluded places safer with well lit streets, CCTV cameras in vulnerable places, 

• Make the reporting / lodging FIR of Sexual Crimes simpler, easier, online, in absentia. 

• Detail the investigators who are known to be uncorrupt, strict in their discharges of duties. 

• Set-up special courts for trials of sexual crimes, with some limits on the time for completing the trials. 

• Make law to hold the parents of rapists equally culpable unless there are evidence to support them innocent. 

• Murdering the victim with an aim to erase the evidence should draw a mandatory death penalty. 

• High profile lawyers defending culprits often find technical loopholes in various statements & investigations. This 

must not weaken the case of the victimes. 

• Set-up a mandatory Women Cell at all working places who can keep a watch on the day to day behaviours of the 

male colleagues of women employes. 

• Make a national portal of ‘men of suspect sexual behaviours’ whom any employer can filter out before employing. 

• SOS button on mobiles, dedicated women help measures in crisis, self-help measures for women etc will be useful. 
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Some Contra-Views in Sexual crimes.. 

 

Sexual acts often termed animal instinct, have been part of human behaviour since the existence of human. Vedis scriptures 

advocated sex purely for the reproduction, the eliment of desire fulfillment came later in various forms. As a tool of desire 

fulfillment, the non-consensual forms of sexual acts cropped in which forced it on to the other unwilling partner, the women 

in most cases. In order to regulate this behaviour the institution of marriage came in the society. Sexual crimes and rapes 

commited almost entirely by men, can be traced to the ancient periods.  

 

As can be seen among animals, surge of testosterone often makes the males very aggressive to sex-drives. Men too are not 

much different. After food, sex becomes the next necessity. It is mostly the sexually starved men, often living far from their 

homes, committing the crimes although some perverted men become habitual offenders. A lone woman, often 

underprivileged, either in the confines of homes or outside, in secluded places, become easy targets for the crime. Unmarried, 

single women, women living seperated from family, working women commuting at odd hours are considered easy targets.  

 

Do the acts of eve-teasing, indulgent overtures, portraying of negative and promiscuous roles in the films have any contribution 

to the rising crimes? It is widely believed it does have a role. Late marriages make them vulnerable. Under-age children under 

the age of 10 yr committing such crimes point out to them enacting promiscuous scenes on internet or among peers. 

 

Sexual desire is natural. But is this urge similar to those of hunger, thirst or love & affections? If so, should our society or the 

govt consider a law….making provisions for ”Sex for all ?” Will it be feasible? Will that reduce the sexual crimes? 
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Crime Against Women in The Shadow Of AFSPA 

       Gp Capt Ajay Ahlawat (retd)* 

 

Indian military enjoys unparalleled support and affection of the citizenry. Military is often rated as the most trusted 

institution in the country. The unwritten social contract between the soldier and the state mandates that in return of 

unquestionable faith in the uniform, the soldier would uphold the values of the nation and would defend the ideals 

of the state, even to the peril of his life. The soldiers trust the citizen to respect their sacrifices and the citizen expects 

the soldier to respect and protect his way of life. The social contract is written in ‘trust’. When a soldier indulges in a 

wrongdoing against a citizen, it’s not just a case of misdemeanor or misconduct. It is criminal breach of trust. Such 

cases bring infamy to the individual and cause severe damage to institutional reputation. This paper would analyse 

reported case of crime against women in areas under Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) and also reflect on 

how the institutions deal with those.    

Military is the last argument of the state, there is no option beyond that. Usually military is brought in when 

conventional methods of maintaining order have failed. Military’s arrival indicates failure or helplessness of civil 

administration. Under normal circumstances, written orders from a judicial officer are required before army could 

use lethal force on civilians. In an area infested with armed citizenry, challenging the authority of state, it would be 

difficult and at times impossible to find a judicial officer. In such circumstances it was felt necessary to provide some 

legal rights to the soldier. Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) came into force in 1958. The act was initially 

applied to ‘disturbed areas’ in northeast India, and was later extended to Jammu and Kashmir in 1990.  

Two particular sections of the act merit some explanations. Section 4 authorises the military officer, including a JCO, 

to arrest any person against whom there is a reasonable suspicion that he is about to commit a cognisable  offence. 

The same section grants special powers to the military to destroy structures which could be used as hideouts, training 

camps or a place from where attacks can be launched. Armed forces are allowed to open fire, irrespective of 

consequences, if prohibitory orders banning the assemblage of five or more persons, or carrying of arms and weapons 

are in force in the prohibited area. Section 6 gives immunity to the armed forces discharging duties under the Act 

from prosecution, or other legal proceedings except with the written permission of the Central government. The 

bottom line is: the military officer on the spot has been authorized to make a subjective assessment which could mean 

loss of life for possible innocents. If the officers’ judgement turns out to be erroneous, prosecuting him would require 

prior permission from central government.   

Many instances have come to light where the enabling provisions of the law were misused to hide offences against 

women. Issues came to fore, where in spite of alleged crimes being reported in media, the sanction for prosecution 

was not granted by the government. Even outside of disturbed areas, women have to overcome series of obstacles 

to seek justice in cases involving rape, molestation or harassment. Besides patriarchal nature of society, the reasons 

include social stigma, burden of proof, male dominated police force and slow pace of justice. In disturbed areas, there 

is additional risk of physical security when the crime has been allegedly committed by the defenders of law. There is 

no denying, that the shadow of the act was used to commit and later shield the perpetrators of crimes against women.  

Every story has two sides; while the misuse of law is often highlighted and exaggerated in media, the dark necessity 

of the law and the compulsions under which troops have to operate are ignored. Another assumption, often made, is 

that people living in the disturbed area would want the law to be repealed. For many years Irom Sharmilla was the 

lightning rod for people speaking against AFSPA. Bestowed with many national and international awards, many cited 
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the widespread support she enjoyed with civil society, to argue against the act. In reality, when she contested the 

elections in 2016, she could muster only 90 votes. While the opposition to the act may not be as widespread as 

reported, the reportage on the issue is almost always negative. In today’s hyper-information age; perception matters 

as much as facts. In the early years of the act, the senior leadership of the armed forces did not pay adequate attention 

to this aspect. Commenting on a report submitted by amicus curiae Maneka Guruswamy, on atrocities perpetuated 

by members of the armed forces in Manipur, Supreme Court asked a question that would trouble the collective 

conscious of Indian military forever: “Do you have rapists in uniform?”. The highest court in our land is expected to 

protect the rights of our citizens; even in disturbed areas and even in most exacting situations. However, we must 

remember that often the alleged cases of rape or molestation are used by interested parties to further their political 

agenda. The truth lies somewhere in between. 

In 2010, Shopian (Kashmir) burned for 47 days. There were pitched battles 
between stone pelting mobs and the security forces, with rampant secessionist 
sloganeering on the streets. Security personnel were accused of rape and murder 
that later turned out to be fake and based on doctored evidence.  

The times are changing for better. Advent of social media has ensured that alleged crimes get reported widely and 

quickly; though not always accurately. Military leadership has started to take reported cases of crime against women 

very seriously. This is reflected in negligible instances of such cases in recent past. Armed forces are extremely 

sensitive to their image. Contrary to what many are led to believe, the punishment for crime against women, even in 

areas covered by AFSPA are very severe and swift. Army takes its officers and men to task even for alleged 

misdemeanor. Institutionally, army objects to criticism of AFSPA, because the enabling act allows army the 

operational freedom that it requires to execute the task assigned. Institutional support for the act does not translate 

to support for crimes committed under the shadow of the act by uniformed soldiers. A field court-marshal would 

usually arrive at the sentence earlier than it would have taken civil police to file a charge-sheet. Troops being deployed 

to disturbed areas are trained about the limits of the act and strict guidelines are laid to ensure the enablers are not 

misused. An honest mistake committed under exacting operational conditions get a sympathetic consideration from 

the senior leadership; while, an infringement invites severe and swift retribution. Officers are even tested during 

promotional exams on the provisions of the act.  

 

Army was quick to punish Major Leetul Gogoi, who was at the center of the 2017 
'human shield' controversy. His crime:  "fraternising" with a local woman in 
Srinagar. Even though the relationship was consensual, army would not tolerate 
even a whiff of misconduct against women. 

  Notwithstanding, it is absolutely necessary to learn from past failings. A case like rape and murder of Manorma by 

Assam Rifle troops is a big blot on the army. Such things must never happen, lest they cause people to lose faith in 

the military. Therefore, it is incumbent on the military leadership to pay more attention to alleged crimes by troops 

deployed in disturbed areas. Military should take the lead in reporting and later prosecuting the perpetrators. It would 

do a lot of good to the military’s image, if the entire process of military-justice-system, in such cases, is laid open to 

public scrutiny via media. Efforts must also be made in engaging with local NGOs and other women help groups, 

especially those protesting the presence of army in their region. Hopefully, the planned induction of women soldiers 

would bring greater gender sensitivity in our troops; while making it easier for the women to come forward and report 

cases of mistreatment. At a more fundamental level, military should review the necessity of AFSPA, and consider the 

option of other existing laws that would enable forces to execute the mission as effectively. 
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Disclaimer: The opinion expressed in this article is of the author and the magazine in no way bears any 

consequences. 
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The outcome of Sushant Singh Rajput Investigations 

 

An apparently irrelevant looking death of a Bollywood actor Sushant Singh Rajput could not have been an article to 

find so much of space in the digital and print media alike. Maharashtra govt and Mumbai police would have never 

imagined that the case will become a nightmare for them. Who could have imagined that this non-issue looking case 

will create a rift in the Police ranks of Mumbai & Bihar, will put Udhav govt at the edge, will produce a national villain 

termed “Haramkhor”, will show the ugly face of vindictive Shiv Sena govt and much more? The worst thing that any 

person in Mumbai administration…police, bureaucrat or politician would have desired, is that Mumbai is at the radar 

of the Narcotic Control Bureau (NCB). NCB has been kind to Mumbai. It has confined itself to only some of the 

personalities in Bollywood. Otherwise, it is just not possible why only Bollywood be affected with the drug menace. 

Bollywood is linked directly or indirectly with entertainment industry, the educational institution, the hospitality 

industry…and keep counting. 

When any illegal event or happening takes place, the first agency who comes to know of the case, is the city police. Is 

it possible that the Mumbai Police Commissioner or the police had no clue of the rampant drug menace in 

Bollywood…and for that matter the entire Mumbai? No. Surely not. An illegal vendor at the pavement or footpath, 

an illegal shop in the market, an illegal structure anywhere, an illegal activity (such as gambling, theft, loot etc) possibly 

pays commission to the police. So, is it possible that the rampant drug peddling in Bollywood, or for that matter the 

entire Mumbai would have been hidden from police? Surely not. As Bollywood depicts, the part of Hafta, the 

commissions and the briberies have a fair share among entire administration…the Police, the bureaucrats and the 

politicians…all get their share of the loot in a semi closed envelop of the Booty. This throws a massive hint as to why 

the Mumbai Police did not lodge the FIR in to Sushant case. Mumbai Police Commissioner and Udhav Govt knew the 

implications of lodging the FIR. They knew what it will mean if CBI came to probe. So, everyone in the Mumbai 

administration fought tooth & nail to prevent enquiry by anyone other than the own administration. That was the 

reason why even Bihar Police was kept at bay. So, if anyone tried to spill beans…he or she was in immediate danger 

of being eliminated…and that explains why Kangana Ranaut’s life was in immediate danger…why she had to be 

provided a Y-class security by no other than Home Ministry of India.  

Udhav’s Shiv Sena Govt did not let Maharashtra police register FIR for >60 days. Shiv Sena spokesperson Sanjay Raut 

acted like the spokesperson for Rhea Chakravorty. He justified without evidence why Sushant’s death was a suicide. 

He justified why there was no requirement of an FIR. He threatened anyone and everyone who spoke of undertaking 

high level enquiry. He spoke and acted in such irresponsible way that even risked himself being called a “Haramkhor”.  

It was so unbelievable that this guy was disgracing the prestigious membership of the house of the Seniors in the 

Indian Parliament, the Rajya Sabha. Through the day & night media expose it was believed that even Thakre clan 

Aditya Thakre’s name was involved in the Sushant death case in some way or other. So, Udhav and in turn Shiv Sena 

cadre, let lose all hell on anyone who tried to link that (Aditya Thakre) name to the case. It looked as if Udhav Thakre 

govt had something to hide. They asked the police to hurry the process of Sushant’s dead body disposal formalities. 

Despite a govt hospital being nearby, his body was taken to a far away in Cooper hospital for the Post Mortem (PM) 

where apparently the hospital authorities were hand-in-gloves with Thakre clan or the govt, so as to allegedly 

manipulate the findings of the post-mortem. It is understood that the PM was carried out in great hurry in the late 

night without videography. Many of the essential provisions and processes of PM were ignored or bypassed. There 

were allegedly some omissions and commissions by the doctors too who performed the autopsy in hurry apparently 

on the instructions of the police. It is alleged that they were bribed for the same. PM was carried out even without 

informing the family of the deceased.  
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Anyone and everyone were issued a stern warning by Shiv Sena not to meddle. The Udhav govt behaved as a rowdy. 

They issued a stern warning…”पानी में रहना है तो मगरमच्छ से बैर मत करो” meaning that if one wanted to live in Mumbai, 

he/she must not antagonise the Udhav Thakre Govt. Soon the public opinion turned highly against the Thakre govt. 

Udhav Thakre rushed to plead his NCP and Congress bosses to save govt from tumbling. A bit hilarious cartoon 

appeared in social media depicting Udhav’s loyalty to Congress chief Mrs Sonia Gandhi. When a retired Merchant 

Navy officer shared such cartoon, Shiv Sena goons attacked him mercilessly in his apartment. When his well-wishers 

lodged an FIR, Mumbai police made the charges very frivolous so that all goons got the bail overnight. The entire govt 

machinery duly supported by the apparently corrupt police behaved as bunch of villains.  

“A number of questions have been raised on whether Sushant actually committed suicide or was he murdered at the 

behest of a powerful cabal, who wanted to conceal information related to the equally mysterious demise of Disha 

Salian (an upcoming starlet and an associate of the actor) a few days earlier. The talk in tinsel town was that Sushant 

was aware of the truth behind her sudden death, and a segment of people feared that he would go public, unless he 

was silenced. Disha apparently had jumped from her flat in a multi-storeyed apartment complex in an apparent nude 

state. There were apparently some link of Aditya Thakre’s presence somewhere in her death. In the light of this, a 

natural tacit involvement of the Thakre govt and the Mumbai police were the natural suspect… duly supplemented 

by the huge drug cartel involved directly.  

It seems Mumbai is rotten with Drug menace…possibly the drug mafia are hands in gloves with the administration. 

Bollywood alone cannot be involved in drugs. It has to be entire Mumbai, many other parts of Maharashtra, many 

other parts of India…all involved. We know there is serious problems of drugs in Punjab, Haryana, Gujarat and North-

East states too. Recently 5 Kg of Heroin seized by police at Nagaland-Assam border on 28 Sep 20. Over 200 gms of 

brown sugar/ Heroin was seized in Guwahati in Jun 20 along with 10 drug peddlers. In Dec 19 one Heroin-

manufacturing laboratory was seized in Kangpokpi district and three busted in Thoubal district of Manipur seizing 

>100 kg of drugs in total. Hence, it is strongly felt that after the NCB having got their hands-on Bollywood, now they 

should focus their attention on the drug-peddlers and kingpins in all these states. There is no doubt that drug is finding 

access to the increasing numbers of the Indian states from both Pakistan in west and Manipur-Mizoram-Nagaland on 

the North-Eastern fronts. The fight against the drugs have just started which is corroding our people at such large 

scales. 

Amidst all these noises, the real issue of Sushant Singh death has apparently faded away. The handling of the case by 

the Mumbai police and keenness of Udhav Govt to brush it under the carpet has hardly done any good. On the other 

hand, unprecedented questions are resonating as below among the citizen that needs credible answer:- 

• Was it suicide or homicide…has been blurred by the improper (? and Police-Udhav govt influenced) Post 

Mortem by the Cooper Hosp doctors for whatever reasons?  

• Did Disha Salyan’s death and her (raped) nude body have anything to do with Aditya Thakre for which Udhav 

govt and the police has become so overtly partisan?  

• Why did Maharashtra Govt’s entire machineries broke loose on Ms Kangana Ranaut for giving the ‘drug cartel 

angle’ in that case.  

• Why was she threatened with dire consequences? Why was her house ransacked?  

• Why did police become so uncomfortable on the Republic TV reporting in depth in to the case?  

• Why were 1000 cases filed against Arnav Goswami, the Exec Editor of the TV channel? Why was he attacked 

by Congress workers?  
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• Why did the Mumbai police Commissioner become so overtly biased against Republic TV so as to go on media 

with a covert operation on the possibly fudge TRP issue? It is believed that it was India Today TV channel named in 

the FIR and not the Republic TV.  

• Why has the Mumbai Police Commissioner filed 1000 odd FIRs under 1922 British act of “trying to cause 

‘disaffection’ among members of the police force” against Republic TV reporters? What rights do Mumbai police have 

in asking the TV reporters the source of their information reported in media. What stops them from going to the 

court?  

• What rights do Mumbai police have in asking the Republic TV channel to present to the police of all 

expenditures incl toilet papers, hand sanitisers and so on? Why are they behaving as judiciary? Obviously, Republic 

TV has reasons to term it as an “assault on media rights” and said they will fight every “strong arm tactic” of the 

Mumbai Police Commissioner.  

• Why are all these vendettas by the Mumbai Police Commissioner himself?  

• Why is Chief Minister of Maharashtra allowing all these to happen?  

• Why is the Home Minister of India not in damage control mode for an IPS Officer (Mumbai Police Commissioner 

in this case) becoming so overtly a black sheep in the governance?  

• All these remain to be answered. It is hoped that CBI will get to the depth of the stinking Mumbai death-politics.  

Surely Mumbai police has exceeded all limits of flouting laws… of being the culprit, the investigator, the lawyer, the 

judge as well as the prosecutor, all in a typical style of Bollywood action movie. They have to answer their acts of 

omissions and commissions in the death of Sushant Singh Rajput and unfortunate Ms Disha Salyan. Similarly, Udhav 

Thakre govt has to answer to the public as to why they are following vindictive governance…of jungle raj? Shiv Sena, 

the party in governance will have to answer what rights it has in calling an actress as “Haramkhor”. Was it because 

she spilled the beans of Drug mafia being involved? It surely appears so. Strangely, the tentacles of drug peddling (and 

possibly the murders) seem to be extending…to Bollywood, some kingpins and thereafter possibly to the police and 

the politicians in power. Why Mumbai Police Commissioner and the Udhav Govt is after the entire team of Republic 

TV based in Mumbai? Is it because they broke the tacit angle of their involvement in the investigation? The worse is 

possibly yet to come. We are possibly witnessing a worst form of Vindictive governance in Maharashtra. God bless us. 
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Continued Sino-Indian Standoff, sluggish Peace-Talks and a new World Order in offing 

 

The border tension between India and China continues unabated. The two militaries have dug in their heels at the 

possible battleground. The deployment of the PLA has enhanced…from the eastern Ladakh…extended to the other 

parts of the LAC too. The closest to the standoff is the ‘Ngari prefecture’ bordering India, Nepal and China’s Xinjiang 

Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR). It is considered Tibetan Autonomous region (TAR) which is the most remote 

region of PLA deployment. Mount Kailash and Lake Manasarovar are located in the prefecture. It is understood they 

have positioned significant numbers of troops near Lipulekh, tri-junction of the India, Nepal and China. This is the area 

where Nepal has unilaterally extended their border map. Their deployment extended to the LAC bordering Sikkim and 

Arunachal too. Numerous barracks for the troops have been built-up at altitudes upto 15000 AMSL. This will surely 

enhance the Chinese capabilities with a substantial number of the acclimatised troops for rapid deployment. Such are 

the essential requirement of the High-Altitude garrisons along the LAC that this magazine has been suggesting to 

Indian leadership (The Counterviews; Issues 2:12 page-20, Issues 2:14, 15, 16 & 17). With the present govt so proactive 

to the cause of national security, surely such High-Altitude Cantonments or Garrisons other than Leh, must be in offing 

in India too. These will be the ideal bases to house the Mountain Strike Forces (MSF) for rapid deployment. 

The repeated military level talks between India and China seems to be almost dead or sluggish at best. Neither sides 

intended to trust the other. China wants India to de-escalate first. However, India is not ready to trust China. Past 

experience shows the moment Indian troops withdraw, the PLA will advance and occupy it. Hence, India is in no 

position to risk losing own territories. The Chinese being untrustworthy neighbour is well known. Hence, a legitimate 

question arises as to why to persist with the talks when there is no progress taking place? Well, it will be an incorrect 

statement to say ‘no progress’. In the last two rounds of the talks, the diplomats of the two nation too have been in 

attendance. It is the outcome of the last two rounds that the Battle Tanks of the two nations have been moved back 

by some distance. No further augmentation of troops has occurred in eastern Ladakh. Hence, there is a hope of de-

escalation without shedding blood and that is the reason talks are continuing. Many defence experts feel it is the old 

Chinese trick and tactics to tire out and fatigue the adversary before launching attack. Hence, this too may be the 

reason why India is not ready to blink.   

So, what if the Chinese don’t back-out? What should be the Indian response?  

These answers possibly lay in the facts as to why Indian Army had to accelerate deployment in the first place. It was 

the PLA who had encroached in to our territories. They have reportedly been sitting pretty in Indian territories since 

2013 in almost half the area in the Depsang plateau after having encroached up to Daulat Beg Oldie and camped there 

for >3 weeks. At that time, they were persuaded by Manmohan Singh govt to go back…and the Chinese just did that. 

They left DBO but established themselves in the Depsang plateau. They have also been sitting on some part of Ghogra, 

gradually erected some permanent structures in the Demchok and Chumar areas from 2009 onward. All these were 

the part of their ‘salami slicing’ of Indian territories to which the previous consecutive governments had conveniently 

closed their eyes. They further transgressed in the buffer zone of no-man’s-land up to finger 4 of the northers bank 

of the Pangong lake as well as the Galwan valley and the Hot Spring area…assuming that the Modi govt too will keep 

their eyes closed amidst the economic cooperation that China had extended to India. But that was not to be. Modi 

Govt initiated unprecedented steps of immediate deployment almost mirroring the PLA which surprised the PLA. They 

were immediately checkmated all along their advancing tracks…Depsang plains, Galwan valley, Hot springs, Pangong 

and later Chushul, Demchok and Chumar.  
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Compliments to the Modi govt who listened to the Indian Army’s long-standing demands of developing the 

infrastructures all along the LAC. Actually, it was the making of all-weather DSDBO road along Shyok river that 

perturbed the PLA who came down to stop the making of the bridge on the Shyok river near Galwan valley. They had 

already occupied vantage points at the various patrol points in those vicinities and even made a temporary camp close 

to the Shyok river where the bridge was being made. This led to the immediate escalatory action by the Indian Army 

that surprised them. This also led to the military level talks on 06 Jun 20 in which they did decide to de-

escalate…possibly their old trick of two step forward and one step back. This led to the violent incident in the night of 

15/16 Jun 20 in which 20 of our bravehearts lost their lives while inflicted heavy losses on the enemies too (ranging 

from 46 to 106 PLA soldiers in some reports).  

Thanks to the prompt action of the Armed forces that the PLA was 

prevented from occupying the whole of Depsang plateau and the 

Daulat Beg Oldie (DBO) air strip which they had done in 2013. They 

could have posed a direct threat to DBO as well as Karakoram Pass if 

they had wished. Fortunately, now there is substantial build-up of 

Indian forces in that sector but the DSDBO road is still threatened at 

many points with the PLA occupying vantage points near PP 8, 9 and 

10A. For now, India has thwarted all six possible axes of PLA advance in 

to Ladakh as shown in the map opposite. However, if the PLA launches 

a major offensive in Depsang & DBO sector, it will be an uphill task for 

India to defend with the only DSDBO road, the access to which is 

threatened. The DBO airstrip would be under threat with PLA’s presence at Depsang plains. This is a strategic location 

that has an access to the Chinese incl their troublesome autonomous regions of Xinjiang & Tibet, Pakistan, 

Afghanistan, Tajikistan and Kirgizstan air space being monitored. Some of even Russian activities can be monitored 

from here. The author, a defence analyst will not be averse to the idea of India offering a part of land in or around the 

Depsang plateau on lease basis to the Americans to build a ‘military security estt’ for keeping an eye on the happenings 

in the region that they actually need to have.  Their presence will surely dissuade any further Chinese misadventure 

against the Indian frontiers in this strategically important DBO & Karakoram zone. Presently they are just about 3 km 

behind from the DSDBO road at Galwan and can pose threat at will. Hence, the first objective of the Indian Army 

escalation was to push the PLA back to their positions as on May 2020 when they moved in to Pangong finger 4.  

All those days Indian side had been asking the PLA to observe the status quo ante of May 2020 but the Chinese were 

little interested in any negotiation because they had upper hand. However, after the tactical deployment of our Armed 

Forces on 29/30 August on the south bank of Pangong incl Black Top, helmet Top, Rechang La, Reqin La and some 

other peaks, the PLA suddenly find themselves on the back foot. Their penetration axes along Pangong, Chushul, 

Demchok and Chumar have suddenly come in the direct line of fire of the Indian Army. In no way now they can 

advance their army in to the Indian territories. This is what has brought them back on the negotiating table. They 

want the Indian troops to first vacate from the highly tactical vantage points which India can ill afford. Now India is in 

a position to bargain for much more….even asking the PLA to vacate their 2009-2013 occupied Indian territories in 

Depsang plains, Ghogra, some parts of Demchok & Chumar. This is the minimum piece of land on the negotiating 

table. Aksai Chin can wait at least for now. But India has no doubt that Aksai Chin is its territory illegally occupied by 

the Chinese.  

The present standoff and escalation continuing for months will surely be taxing both India and China but India can ill 

afford to let the PLA grab its land. The Chinese on their part are playing their old tricks of trying to tire and fatigue the 

adversary before a sudden offensive. They are also trying to open a new front through Pakistan which has now 
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become an extension of the Chinese colony. Chinese fighter aircraft are understood to be based in Skardu. They are 

twisting the Pakistani tails to open a simultaneous offensive along the LoC. There is no doubt in Pakistani minds that 

if the attack India in a two-front move, they will have a bloody nose. India on its side, is ready for a 2-front war if that 

is imposed by the enemies. So, what happens to the lull at the peace-talks? Will India keep waiting for the Chinese to 

make next (possibly surprise) move? That will be worst tactical approach.  

This is the time India must do everything possible to dissuade the Chinese from misadventures. The present escalation 

must end with an amicable solution of the root-cause…’the ill-defined international line’ that must be demarcated 

now before any de-escalation. A mere de-escalation to the prior position without demarcated borders, will surely lead 

to another escalation through Chinese expansionist agenda. So, while the military level talks are going on to prevent 

a possible conflict, the foreign ministry of the two nation must sit across to demarcate the international border. On 

this front, if required, the help of some mediators may also be taken. All options for peaceful resolution of the root-

cause, must be explored. USA has already indicated their willingness to broker peace. May be Russia and UK (which 

was the party to some of the old negotiations during British India) too may join in. There may have to be some hard 

diplomacy…with some give & take…for the border talks to succeed. There is also a remote possibility that the two 

armies may draw a red line as exit route from a protracted escalation which could be renamed as another LoC or the 

alike. 

It is absolutely essential for India to have a peaceful border for it to prosper. There are some indicators for the Chinese 

to yield now than ever before. It is arguably the worst period for them. Their image have taken a serious beating at 

the international stage both on the grounds of severe Human rights lapses as well as their expansionist approach. 

Their expansionist agenda is in the world focus both at the Ladakh border as well as the South China Sea (SCS). The 

PLA Navy, although a formidable force after US Navy, finds itself cornered in their ambitions in the Taiwan Strait, SCS 

as well as at the Malacca Strait. Their access to the Indo-Pacific Sea is under the threat of the Quad group. Their 

ambition to dominate the Indo-Pacific Ocean through PLAN presence at Hambantota (in Sri Lanka) and Gwadar Port 

(of Pakistan) is under serious threat. Pakistani govt’s leasing out of two of their islands… Buddo and Bundal through 

an ordinance, has caused massive discontentment and protests in Sindh. However, Chinese debt-ridden Pakistan can 

do very little but to fall in line. 

Today when US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and Defence 

Secretary Mark T Esper were involved in a key 2+2 discussions with 

their Indian counterparts…Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and 

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar, surely lot must would have 

been on the table for discussions. It would involve bilateral, regional 

and global issues of mutual interests incl the Indo-China standoff. 

The two nations have moved further on the previously agreed 

Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement 

(COMCASA) and Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA). They also signed the Basic Exchange and 

Cooperation Agreement (BECA) between Geo-spatial Cooperation of US and Min of Def, Govt of India. This is 

something that the US shares only with very close military partners. The Chinese have already sounded to be 

extremely edgy and unhappy with these developments but let that be so for an untrustworthy expansionist 

neighbour.  

This military cooperation may pave the way for deeper alliance in future. USA needs a strong ally in the Indo-pacific 

through Indian ocean as well as it may be interested in getting a foothold in the region to monitor all happenings here. 

India. Sri Lanka and Maldives can together, provide that alliance. Following the 2+2 engagement in India, the US 

delegation will be proceeding to Sri Lanka, Maldives and Indonesia. For US and the Quad group, India can play an 

2+2 Agreements between India & US 

1- The Logistics Support Agreement (LSA) 
2- Communications Interoperability and 
Security Memorandum of Agreement (CISMOA) 
3- Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement 
for Geo-spatial Cooperation (BECA)  
4- Communications Compatibility and Security 
Agreement (COMCASA) 
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important role to have a hold on the Malacca strait…something that the Chinese are very concerned with. India must 

have a military base close to the Indira point in the Great Nicobar Island to effectively monitor and control the Indian 

ocean esp the Malacca Strait. If the desire for such Naval / Aviation base is shown by the Govt of India, we have the’ 

modern-day Bhagwaan Vhishwakarma’, Shri Nitin Gadkari who can get the infrastructure developed withing a very 

short span of time. In isolation however, this base will be vulnerable to enemy attacks and take-over. Hence, it may 

be in Indian interest to have a small US military estt in the vicinity on the similar lines to that in the Depsang region 

(mentioned in the previous paragraph). This will have mutual benefit to both militaries to deter the Chinese/other 

enemies from any type of muscle flexing and dominance in the region. This could be a permanent base for the Indian 

Armed Forces. Having own Naval / Aviation base will be anytime better than operating from the Sabang island of 

Indonesia if they agree to lease out.  

Indian firm stand against the Chinese expansionism sends a clear signal to the world that India will not be bowed 

down by the Chinese bully…neither on land nor in the sea. International community has taken a serious note of it. 

Today most of the nations are in league with the Indian approach. Undoubtedly, this will create some economic and 

military pressure on India but surely this will be a way forward to emerge as a regional power. India is the fifth largest 

economy in world and is rapidly boosting its military might too through ‘Atmnirbhar Bharat’. All these will not go in 

vain. This possibly is heading towards a new re-alignment of the regional and global powers in a new world order. 

There is no doubt that such developments will provide India the Strategic edge in the region that it has long been 

aspiring. 
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Unravelling the Chinese Code 

Maj Gen Rajan Kochhar (Retd)* 

 

Border disputes have been the bane of our country since ancient times. Unfortunately, our leadership never had the 

urgency to address these issues which has resulted into differences being converted into disputes. The present conflict 

with China has been the manifestation of this malaise. 

It has been no secret to us that the Chinese leadership has never desired a settlement of the border dispute. They 

have followed Mao Tse Tung’s expansionist theory of “Five Fingers”, i.e. Ladakh, Nepal, Bhutan, Sikkim and 

Arunachal Pradesh. The Chinese has ever since made repeated intrusions in these areas and tested the resolve of our 

forces to defend these moves. 

China understands that mobilisation of large forces will not make any difference to their 15 trillion economy but will 

definitely impact the economy of other nations like India, Bhutan and Nepal. The PLA has over a period of time 

amassed huge military assets which are exhibited by them to intimidate other nations. Today China occupies more 

than 50 percent of territories through forceful occupation which includes Inner Mongolia, Akshai Chin, Tibet, 

Xinjiang and Yunnan.  

There has been a plethora of thoughts and analysis on the current Ladakh crisis that almost everyone has reached a 

saturation point. All Defence, Foreign Affairs analysts and Geo-Strategist have articulated a great deal on why China 

did what it did and tried to decipher the psyche of the Chinese leadership. Unfortunately, there has not been a single 

word from the Chinese on this.  

Therefore, largely all have speculated the reason for this Chinese mis-adventure, stating that it could be the result of 

the declaration of Ladakh as a Union Territory or creation of infrastructure by India near the border areas or India’s 

growing proximity to the United States of America or interference in Tibet’s internal affairs, formulation of QUAD and 

so on. Nobody is sure what could have been the trigger as most statements have emanated from India rather than 

China. The most important aspect to understand here is that over the years there has been an increasing asymmetry 

between China and India both in terms of Economy and Military spheres. The difference between the two Asian 

neighbours is real and substantive. The Chinese economy is five times the size of the Indian economy, while its military 

spending is four times that of India’s. China’s power has grown exponentially and they have become strong to assert 

themselves. There is a talk in their political circles in China that there is no utility in pursuing diplomatic talks with 

India and has been evident with more than 23 talks having taken place without an agreement in sight.  

Professor Rajeswari Pillai Rajagopalan, a noted defence research analyst with ORF states that there are two 

fundamental issues that need to be borne in mind. One is China’s unwillingness to see another peer power that may 

be rising in its neighbourhood, which is how they appear to see India. China’s efforts at balancing India are not new; 
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it is part of the Chinese policy since the 1950s. As India’s role and prominence increase even marginally, Beijing seems 

to find it unacceptable. China would like to see a subservient and pliable India. The Chinese are convinced that India 

needs to be taught a lesson. They also realise that the 1962 war was a mistake when they withdrew their forces from 

the captured areas. They are now moving towards coercive diplomacy and bring upon India to revisit their policy 

towards the US as also lend support to their Belt Road Initiative (BRI).  

Under this back drop how then do we visualise the implications of the present situation on the LAC. The recent Corps 

Commanders meeting held on the basis of the five-point agreement arrived during the Foreign Ministers meeting of 

both the countries at Moscow, has resulted in no further escalation of forces levels by both sides. In any case in the 

given areas of conflict any further increase of forces would not be commensurate with the desired results. 

 

           Flash Points on LAC (Image courtesy The Print) 

Considering the present force level of both the armies having around 50,000 troops in the conflict zone, is an indicator 

that there cannot be an all-out offensive. It is also clear to China that this battle now cannot be won without fighting. 

Their strategic plans largely look at non-kinetic options, which are now evidently not happening. Therefore, 

presently the exit options are limited. It’s a Hobson’s choice both countries face. The Indian Army needs to hold 

tight, maintain a low profile and continue to reinforce their positions. Both the armies would ultimately look for exit 

options and may have to draw Red Lines which are acceptable to both. 

The Chinese made a statement through the Hindustan Times newspaper, that it abides by the LAC proposed by their 

then Premier Zhou En Lai in a letter to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru dated 07 November 1959, that China maintains the 

sanctity of the 1959 line of perception of the LAC and it is India which has transgressed. This seems to be a political 

masterstroke to pre-empt any further talks on withdrawal from their existing deployment positions. India has 

however refuted these claims since this statement of China makes no mention of three very important agreements 

concluded between the two countries Post 1959. 

India intends to avoid a military escalation, which in all likelihood means that it will accept the new Chinese-

established status quo on the border.  It therefore emerges that the 1959 claim line is now likely to be the new LAC 

in all areas except Demchok. 
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                                            Image courtesy: The Print 

It would therefore be in the interest of both the nations to declare the areas between the 1959 claim line and 1993 

alignment of LAC as a buffer zone, where no deployment of troops or creation of border infrastructure would be 

permitted from both sides. This would be a face-saving solution for both Xi Jinping and our Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi. An agreement on these lines can pave the way for dis-engagement and de-escalation before the winter sets in. 

According to a study by the Delhi Policy Group, maintaining a credible defensive and surveillance posture requires 

India to deploy defensive formations with a multi-layered ISR system to cover operational and strategic depths that 

can detect moves of centralised reserves, rocket forces and strategic assets coming from the Chinese main land, along 

extended lines of communication. The surveillance system, to be dependable, must be based on satellite imagery, 

UAVs and aerial surveillance platforms, complemented by radars and tactical electro-optical surveillance integrated 

into both tactical C3I and C4ISR systems. The criticality is collation, analysis and dissemination of intelligence in real 

time.   

Our current force structures continue to be infantry biased with limited mobility and fire power, which is a limitation 

that needs to be overcome by suitable changes in the existing defensive posture. The deployments along identified 

avenues of approach need to be self-contained, in the form of tailor-made Integrated Battle Groups (IBGs) which are 

agile and eg Vehicles equipped with missiles). Where required, Forward Air Controllers for directing air support, 

combat Engineers and support elements for operational logistics need to be factored in. Also, as against the prevalent 

practice of fighting a battle of attrition at the point of contact, these agile formations should be able to provide a 

capability of manoeuvre and of launching counter offensive/quid pro quo (QPQ)/riposte operations by rapidly shifting 

the point of engagement. The concept of military deployment along the LAC could therefore be described as 

“Positional Defence by tailor made Integrated Battle Groups supported by Specialised Mobile Reserves. 

There has also been a talk about LOC-i-sation of the LAC. In the classical sense this would not be possible in Eastern 

Ladakh given the type of terrain. Since all agreements have now collapsed and there is a trust deficit with China, India 

would need to push in additional troops in this region to guard all avenues of approach. Task oriented battle groups 

as described above would need to be deployed with specific task orientation. Use of Special Forces would become 

paramount. The holding of heights South of Pangong Tso up to Rezing La virtually closes most avenues to Leh. The 

present deployment on the Kailash ridge lines cannot be vacated, because if we leave these critical areas we will not 

be able to get them back. The mistake made of giving back “Haji Pir” to Pakistan on a platter cannot be repeated. 
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Battles are not fought in a linear dimension as Vietnam defeated France, USA and China with almost nothing. 

Afghanistan defeated UK, USSR and USA with less than nothing. The Indian Army is better prepared than Vietnam or 

Afghanistan. PLA may have great equipment, sophisticated infrastructure at the theatre level but at lower levels they 

lack battle experience and operational adaptability. As Clausewitz said, “Strategy is about picking the right battles. 

Tactics are about successfully executing the battles”. China is getting hyphenated with India. A stalemate is a victory 

for India, anything more will be a bonus. 

The Indian Army has improved its sectoral operational preparedness. It has carried out key strategic manoeuvres, 

has deployed its troops to cover all likely avenues of infiltration and has almost completed its winter stocking. A 

massive logistical exercise was done to push in almost two lac tonnes worth of supplies through the two axes i.e. 

the Zojila and the Rohtang pass. Our forces are battle ready to face any eventuality.  

From current developments in India’s immediate neighbourhood, it is evident that the level of threats across our 

borders is increasing exponentially. Our aim of achieving “punitive deterrence” against Pakistan and 

“dissuasion/dissuasive deterrence” against China is unlikely even in the medium term (2030-35). Under these 

circumstances, “going it alone” seems a challenge which our existing economic and military power can ill afford.  

There will be both greater institutionalisation as well as a flurry of mini-laterals that will emerge in the Indo-Pacific 

driven by shared concerns about China’s aggressive behaviour. China’s continuing harassments and naval as well as 

land border intrusions have seen a particular increase in 2020. This has prompted several new partnerships such as 

Australia-India-France trilateral. The contours of a comprehensive Indian-U.S. partnership, and New Delhi’s 

commitment to it, will be clear only after the results of the U.S. presidential election in November. 

Though we have so far followed a policy of strategic autonomy but we will have to look now to strengthen 

partnerships with other countries in terms of issue-based alliances such as Japan, Indonesia, Australia, USA and 

Russia. Economic and military areas of co-operation will need to be identified. In September, India and Japan sealed 

a logistics agreement to provide their militaries with access to each other’s bases for supplies.  

Our maritime presence would need to be strengthened. The nation will have to build a strong military posture 

coupled with economic growth. India would need to gear up itself to explore other markets such as South Korea, 

Vietnam and Indonesia till such time the Atma Nirbharta Campaign takes off.  The small and medium industries are 

the backbone of our economy and should be brought on rail. The world has now changed over. Adaptation will be 

the key.  

Our future relationship with China would need to go through a change. Even if the PLA moved away and restoration 

of the status quo ante was to happen, which is doubtful, a return to normalcy in India-China bilateral relations may 

be difficult. The fact that China broke several of the commitments contained in the border agreements and CBMs 

starting from the 1993 agreement will have a serious impact in rebuilding the ties, as also the domestic political 

criticism of the government’s handling of this issue. 

For all practical purposes, the Chinese military has crossed over into Indian territory and altered the status quo. With 

Beijing possibly thinking that it has the overall military balance in its favour, it is in no mood to disengage and return 

to positions prior to the Galwan clash. While India does not appear to be looking to return to Wuhan summit 

bilaterally, New Delhi has shown some inclination to establish some semblance of normalcy in the relationship. 

However, this would still require Beijing to meet India at least halfway.  
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China has always wanted to de-link border disputes with the economic activity. This cannot happen anymore. Till 

border disputes are settled there has to be an embargo placed on all Chinese firms and no import-export activity 

to take place. This is easier said than done because over a period of time our industry has become China dependent 

as is evident with the huge trade imbalance we have. Therefore, this will pose the greatest challenge for us. There 

would be a requirement to re-draft Confidence Building Measures (CBMs) and de-lineate the LAC. China is now slowly 

getting isolated. It would need to shed its baggage of history. Jingoism will not work. It would have to do away with 

its “Son of a Heavens” concept. The world will have to get together to evolve a policy of “Coengagement” i.e. 

contain and engage with China. The time for reckoning is coming near. 

 

Disclaimer: The opinion expressed in this article is of the author and the magazine in no way bears any 

consequences. 

The Author *Maj Gen Rajan Kochhar, VSM, retired from the Indian Army, as Major General 
Army Ordnance Corps, Central Command, after 37 years of meritorious service to the Nation. 
Alumni of Defence Services Staff College and College of Defence Management, he holds a 
doctorate in Emotional Intelligence and is a reputed expert on defence security strategy and 
issues. He is an Arbitrator with the Ministry of Defence, Member, Manoj Parikkar Institute of 
Defence and Strategic Analyses, New Delhi and Senior Adviser wbusted in Thoubal districtith 
DRaS. 
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Covid19 : India Unlocked 

 

A very unique experimentation for minimal adverse human and economic impact of Covid19 has been taken up in 

India. The initial total lock down provided the requisite time for the Healthcare oriented infrastructures and the 

services to be built-up. This was very intelligently worked out through the Covid Task Force directly under the PMO. 

Two groups were made. One group duly supported by ICMR and AIIMS looked after the augmenting the hospital 

infrastructures and Covid related entire R&D. The other group guided the science & Technology based R&D. While 

the continued lockdown from 25 March onwards limited the spread of the infection and this crucial time provided 

opportunity for the Covid Task Force to undertake the following measures: - 

a. Build-up of Corona Care Centres in all cities. 

b. Augmenting the numbers of Healthcare workers, integrating various NGOs (like ASHA) in it. 

c. Prioritising the Corona testing for the individuals at risk. Augmenting the number of Corona testing centres 

from 2 at that time in the country to >500 by May 20 and >2000 by now all across the nation. 

d. Augment the numbers of Covid Beds at various hospitals in all states affected with Covid. 

e. Augmenting production of the drugs useful among Covid cases that included HydroxyChloroquin, general usage 

anti-viral drugs and the hand sanitisers.  

f. Development of indigenous Corona testing lab kits…for both antigen and antibodies. 

g. Development of vaccines against Corona. 

h. Clinical trials of supplementary measures against Covid19 therapy incl serum therapy, Ayurvedic/Ayush 

supportive therapy, trials of newer drugs and so on. 

i. Facilitate indigenous production of Ventilators, Oxygen Concentrators, Commercial medical grade Oxygen 

separation facilities, Pulse Oximeter, Digital Infrared Thermometers, Personal Protective Ensembles (PPEs), N95 

equivalent masks, surgical gloves and eye/face shields. Additional ambulances, beds, mattresses, sheets, blankets, 

were made available for all temporary Covid care centres be it through DRDO, Paramilitary, States levels and so on. 

In brief, the efforts of the task force during lockdown have been highly successful. India for its huge population, was 

able to turn table from being a huge importer to exporter for all above Covid care provisions & equipment. 

The world has come to acknowledge that Corona virus will continue in the times to come and most if not all, will have 

to face it. Many medical research agencies (incl ICMR) believe that herd immunity can come only after vaccination 

but there are professionals who believe otherwise too. Sporadic reports of ‘Herd Immunity’ developing in the Indian 

(or even World) communities are coming as a result of possibly sub-clinical infections or sub-optimal viral loads not 

causing infection. Numerous candidate vaccines are under phase-3 human trials and the best optimistic views suggest 

the vaccines to be made available to the population the world over. Till now, the SARS nCoV2 Virus has not shown 

evidence of changing strain/antigenicity but the viruses are famous for it. This gives hope that a vaccine developed in 

one part of world will be useful in the other parts too. Hence, the world has to keep their fingers crossed that by the 

time the vaccines come, the culprit virus does not change its strain lest all these painful efforts of developing vaccine 

may go in vain. 

Unlocks of Indian cities are going on in phases. After the unlock 1, 2, 3, there was frightening initial rise in the infection 

rate to almost 10-15% per day with the numbers of new infections reading as high as almost 1 lakh. This was due to 

two reasons…firstly very high number of testing (>10 lakh per day) and secondly rise in infection due to the unlock of 

the economic activities. However, with near 80% cases asymptomatic, there was no reason for the govt to go in panic. 

The rise in infection were handled well. At no time the Covid bed occupancy has gone over 50%. Covid precaution of 

mask, social distancing and hand/body hygiene have been kept in place. By now, the infection rate has fallen to around 



30 

 

The Counterviews Issue 2:18 

www.thecounterviews.com 

5-7% per day that was also during the lockdown periods. The recovery rate from Covid19 has been improving 

gradually…from ~55% in the initial days to almost 91% while writing this article. It is due to the greater monitoring 

and therapeutic care in the hospitals. There also appears to be some role of the increased testing (nearly 10 lakh plus 

tests in a day) that helped in detecting and isolating the positive 

cases. Wide availability of the pulse oximeter for monitoring also 

helped esp the mild cases under home isolation (HI) to be shifted 

to hospital before it was too late. There may also be some positive 

impact of the Indian system of household prophylactic 

measures…of drinking ‘Kaadhaa’ made out of some herbs and 

few specific condiments, expected to help in boosting immunity 

against the virus. Covid cases on higher risks (CALL score >9) were 

advised specialised hospital care. Although India too lost many 

valuable lives due to Corona (numbering ~1.2 lakh) while writing 

the article, that makes the case fatality rate just about 1.5%...far 

below many other populous and advanced countries having far 

developed hospital set-up.  

It must be mentioned here that the worst may not be over yet. A fresh wave of Covid has already started in Europe. 

Fresh restraints in the form of lockdowns are underway in many nations. Some feel that this new wave is even more 

serious than the previous one. WHO has become a Chinese mouthpiece. For some reason, Dr Tedros the DG WHO 

and Dr Harshvardhan, Chairman of WHO Executive Board…are all reluctant to investigate the Chinese Culpability. So, 

the culprit for causing the world Covid19 devastation has been mouthpiece? let to escape for the reason unknown. 

India, by virtue of being the most densely populous country is on its way to being the worst affected. Our PM Modi 

also must be aware of the Chinese culpability, but is silent on the millions of Covid19 victims of the world for them 

being compensated by the nation culpable for it. Corona vaccine is yet to come but no one could predict whether or 

not the virus will change its strain to make the vaccine ineffective. With the healthcare facilities in place, lockdown 

for Corona is no longer the answer. China has given the gift to the entire mankind to live with Corona and suffer the 

consequences. It is our destiny now, not yet aware of its long-time consequences, to the next generation.  

There are reasons to believe that the gradual unlocks of the Indian cities & metros, and for that reason the entire 

world, to gradually increase the economic activities are actually justified. Otherwise, some are dying now with Corona 

but if lockdown continues, more will start dying of hunger. Some of the political parties in India yelling of 

unprecedented unemployment must understand that the jobs available prior to the lockdown are not lost, they are 

only held in abeyance pending restarting of those sectors. The moment the country is unlocked, those jobs will be 

back except some in the unorganised sectors which might have packed-up totally. Union govt has infused significant 

money to boost the local generation of the employment esp in the rural belt of India. However, inabilities of the State 

Govts in generating jobs have to be rectified. 

 

  

The Risk Factors in Covid19 

-Age over 60 years,  

-Co-morbidity (hypertension, diabetes, cardiovascular 

disease, asthma, chronic lung disease, chronic kidney 

disease, liver disease, HIV infections, and malignancy 

for at least 6 months),  

-Lymphocyte count <1.0 × 109/L,  

-LDH over 500 U/L,  

-CALL score > 9 point (C= comorbidity, A=age >60yr 

L=lymphocyte <1.0 × 109/L, L=LDH >500 U/L),  

-D-Dimer over 500 microg/L, and  

-IL-6  >25 pg/mL. 
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While UN celebrates the “Tolerance Day…” 

 

This month “November” is an important landmark for the UN while celebrating two very important occasions…the 

International “Tolerance day” on 16 Nov and “Prevent Violence against Women” on 25 Nov among others.  

The International Tolerance day was started by the UN General Assembly, with the goal of getting educational 
institutions and the general public to observe tolerance as a mantra by all diverse societies. In 1995, UNESCO created 
the ‘Principles of Tolerance’ on 16 November to raise awareness against any intolerance prevalent among caste, 
communities, races, societies or the nations in the world. Additionally, UNESCO 
created an award to recognize those with great achievements in promoting the 
spirit of tolerance or non-violence in fields such as science, culture, and the arts. 
In today’s world, tolerance to the Universal Human Rights is compromised the 
worst. It is unfortunate that some of those elected on the UN panel of the HR 
recently are the worst violators of HR. Pakistan has almost wiped out the religious 
minorities from its land and are known to be supporting ‘terror as tool’ from their 
territories. It is unfortunate that not a single HR investigation panel by neutral 
countries have been instituted against Pak or any other nation where the religious minorities have been persecuted 
to near extinction. Whatever few religious minorities are remaining, they are being killed and their women forcibly 
abducted with impunity. They are subjected to cruelty through their infamous 
‘Blasphemy Law’. They harbour and fund more than 40 odd tanzeems of religious 
terrorists to persecute others in own as well as other countries. These tanzeems 
of the likes of LeT, JuD, JeM, HuM, Salafi, Al Badr and numerous 170 odd other 
terrorist organisations fanned all over the world are all thriving on the radical & 
Jihadi mindsets under the larger groups of Al-Quida, ISIS or any other as 
elaborated in the previous issue.  

The Jihadists have waged war through their terrorists in almost all parts of world. Pakistan, the terror hub has been 
doing so in its neighbourhoods…be it India, Afghanistan or Bangladesh. As a matter 
of fact, any terrorist attacks the world over have some direct or indirect link to 
Pakistan. The radical Islamic intolerance advocated in Quran has compromised the 
peaceful living in the world. Spread of Islam to a ‘world Caliphate’ through the 
instrument of ‘terror & Jihad’, has cast dark shadows of religious intolerance by 
the radical Muslims the world over. Boko Haram is carrying out the extreme form 
of HR violations against women in Nigeria. The jihadists have recently beheaded a 
history teacher of a school in France teaching freedom of expression. Initial 
investigation revealed the involvement of a mosque in spreading hate and bigotry. 
After that mosque was closed by the French law & order agencies, the radical 
Islamic nations (Turkey, Iran, Pakistan and Somalia) have started showing 
allegiance to the Jihadis, issuing threats. In French model of secularism, portraying 
of cartoons are considered as freedom of speech. However, the Islamic bigots are 
highly intolerant. In the past they have carried out world-wide violence following publication of Mohamed cartoon in 
Charlie Hebdo. In Nice (France) they carried another attack on 29 Oct 20. Many French leaders & scholars term it as 
“Islamo-Fascism”. In many other parts of the world, ‘Jihadists the religious bigots’ have demonstrated serious religious 
intolerance to the freedom of speech. In India itself, recently they burnt the house of a dalit Hindu leader in Bangalore. 
The Gandhian principles of non-violence is severely threatened.  

A retaliatory violence is slowly emerging against Islam in many countries. New Zealand has seen one such reactionary 
killing of the Muslims. Some Singhalese killed the Islamists in Sri Lanka as a revenge for their Jihadi act on Good Friday. 
Myanmar Buddhists who are traditionally are the peace-lovers throughout the world, have taken some strong 
retaliatory measures against the Rohingya Muslims. In India also some retaliatory violence against Muslims’ ‘Jihadi 
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terror’ have been witnessed in the past. Owing to the radicalism in Islam, some European Countries like Hungary and 
others are reluctant to allow Muslim on their land. They compare Muslims to Cancers that keeps proliferating 
uncontrolled till the society becomes ill, needing surgery. Recently French president Macron had to say that those 
parts of Quran which create hate and bigotry against other religions, need amendment…and he is not alone in this 
opinion. Many world leaders feel that the Quran needs to be amended. Islamist must shun religious bigotry to the 
others. Their principles of ‘Islamic World Caliphate’ are filled with hate, intolerance, bigotry and violence. It just cannot 
be permitted.  

With the continued intolerance of radical Islam, there will be more and more retaliatory measures adopted by the 
followers of other religions. There will be more and more of New Zealand, Sri Lanka and Myanmar in the coming years. 
Revenge against the Jihadis is bound to take place. There are concerns in India too. Hindu have traditionally suffered 
the most in the hands of intolerant Muslims. The country has been divided twice due to them. There are deliberate 
efforts by the Muslims to change the religious demography of India. Muslims have almost doubled in their percentage 
population at the cost of depleting Hindu. After the call of global Islamic caliphate by the Iraqi jihadi “Abu Bakr Al 
Baghdadi” more and more nations are facing the radicalism of Islam esp those having >10% Muslim population. 
Jammu & Kashmir Muslims have already shown their radical colour when they committed a genocide against the 
Kashmiri Pandits, the original inhabitants of the land, in independent India. Hence it is only a matter of time before 
such hate, intolerance and bigotry becomes evident in other parts of the country esp Assam, Kerala and West Bengal. 
Smaller pockets of Muslim dominated localities are already showing this trend in the likes of Kairana (UP) and many 
more areas, threatening the non-Muslims to flee. It is only a matter of time before Assam, Kerala and West Bengal 
Muslims repeat such bigotry of Jammu & Kashmir in 1990. Hence, it will not be surprising if Hindu take up retaliatory 
actions at some point of time. Religious intolerance against the Hindu in their own land, cannot and will not remain 
one sided.  

China on the other hand, is one of the worst violators of Human Rights…be it the 
traditionally suffering of the Tibetans, the Uighur Muslims or recently, the residents of 
Hongkong who are asking for democratic values. The Uighurs Muslims have been put in 
to detention camps Religious freedom of the Tibetan monks are being violated the 
worst. The Uighurs Muslims in China have been put in to detention camps and the 
Chinese openly defend their acts of radical Islamic suppression of the Uighurs. They 
have demonstrated their intolerance to Human and Democratic Values time and again. 
They are the one who don’t hesitate to run-over their Tanks over own citizen protesting 
to have some form of democracy. The latest security provisions of mainland China in 
Hongkong has marginalised them in their Human Rights. There has been world-wide condemnation against their 
actions. Of late, the Chinese exploit the economically weaker nations though debt traps and then do the arm-twisting 
on various issues. UN Human Rights Executive Roth summarised in his 2020 report “China is not simply a new 
emerging power finding its place, but a country that poses an existential threat to the international Human Rights 
system”. The worst…China & Pakistan have been elected to the Human Rights panel of the UN for 2021. It is a mockery 
of Human Rights. The duo leaves no opportunity to name & shame Indian govt in Kashmir fighting the Pakistan 
sponsored Islamic terrorism. Some radical Kashmiri groups duly supported by the Paki Jihadists committed grave 
genocide on their Pandit brethren in 1990. They have snatched their properties, killed the family members. Yet they 
are crying of HR violations. There is no doubt that Indian Security forces are having tough times with the local radical 
Islamists and Pak sponsored terrorists. They have suffered loss of many lives. At times they do try some high-handed 
measures to maintain the law & order and to protect the fewer Hindu minorities left in the valley. There is no year 
when Pakistan does not try to defame the Indian security forces of rights violation in Kashmir but actually it is, they 
who are committing the crime in the name of Jihad. 
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One more member nation of the earlier Human Rights panel, Saudi Arabia has been committing grave HR violations 
in Yemen and the international community have been largely silent. Numerous 
women & children have died due to their indiscrete aerial attacks. The entire new 
generation of the children are starving. Saudi should have been made to pay for 
their atrocities but actually it is the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) 
which is bearing the expenditure for the Saudi crime. The UN WFP which is 
essentially to combat world hunger against famine, is exhausting its resources 
instead. Saudi, by virtue of being in the member of the OIC, could steer themselves 
out of the culpability for the war crimes on Yemen.    

In todays’ world, the values of tolerance to other’s opinions are at premium. There 
is intolerance to “rights to speech, other’s opinion, democratic values, religious minorities in most of the Islamic 
countries”. Chorus is growing against the current concept of Islam. There are numerous voices rising to amend Quran 
to remove the hate and bigotry from its verses. Human Rights violations in some of the countries are extreme. 
Religious freedom of the Tibetan monks is being violated the worst. It can only be hoped that tolerance in the world 
will prevail in the coming years. Till the day that happens, we will continue celebrating the UN International day of 
Tolerance without the tolerance being shown in our lives. 
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Science & Technology 

Reusable Space Launch Vehicle 

 

The Concept of Reusable Launch vehicle (RLV) in space application is nothing new. NASA had realised it long ago and 

thence came the Space Shuttle. Of late, SpaceX has mastered this art. Chinese have been working on these 

technologies for varied reasons. Recently on 04 Sep 2020 they sent a reusable unmanned vehicle having robotic arm 

from their remotely located Jiuquan base to either deploy and/or trap & retrieve a satellite. On one hand where this 

technology can help salvage a satellite or highly critical asset in the orbit, it is also apprehended to be a hostile act as 

they may trap, disable or steal anyone else’s orbiting satellite too. Their RLV were also fraught with having applications 

of arming the space with deadly nuclear missiles. They mentioned that their RLV returned to earth on 06 Sep. It is 

speculated that the Chinese RLV is believed to be copied from NASA’s X-37B RLV design. 

An unmanned or manned RLV is a heavy platform. The weight of such vehicles depends upon 

its expected role that determines the size and the equipment within. The heat shields, 

deceleration tools, flight control systems and landing gears…all add up. RLVs could be expected 

to weigh anything from few tonnes (RLV-TD of ISRO) to 2000 tonnes (NASA Space Shuttle). 

Lifting of such heavy payloads cannot be for the purposes of satellite deployments. A single 

rocket may be good enough to deploy number of satellites in different orbits in a single launch, 

something already demonstrated by ISRO. Using RLV for such purpose will be highly 

uneconomical. ISRO presently lacks such propulsion rockets to launch payloads in excess of 4 

tonnes or so to the LEO. Hence, the RLV project is being worked out on two stage launch 

vehicles. NASA, Russia and China have developed the launch veh that can carry payloads in excess of 12 tonnes or so. 

Hence, development of launch veh of higher capacity is a priority area for ISRO and 

we have no doubt they must be working on it.  

ISRO is one of the best professional institutions in world arena. However, we have 

seen them working with apparently short-sightedness on Human Space Program 

(HSP or Proj ‘Gaganyan’) as elaborated earlier (“The Counterviews” Issue 2:02). The 

Gaganyaan Project is expected to succeed with the Russian & French Technologies 

but our scientists were denied working on the newer & futuristic space technologies 

within India. A similar approach seems being adopted in the RLVs too. RLV program 

has huge potential leading to becoming a future Indian Space Shuttle (manned or 

otherwise), a temporary Space Station and so on. It can also be used as a 

countermeasure to any of the Chinese nefarious designs in the space-orbits. 

The ISRO scientists seem to be working on the RLV project in split experimental modes of various stages of the space-

flight sequences of launch, orbiting, re-entry and landing. One experimental launch (HEX) has been attempted in 2016 

and the Landing Experiment (LEX) is due in the coming weeks. However, there are many questions on these 

experimental test modules as to how much of realistic it will be as mentioned in the following paragraphs. 
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Hypersonic Flight Experiment (HEX): This experimental flight was conducted on 23 May 2016 on an RLV prototype (?) 

with the following objectives: - 

a. Hypersonic aero-thermodynamic characterisation of wing body 

b. Evaluation of autonomous Navigation, Guidance and Control sys 

c. Integrated flight management 

The RLV main body measuring 6.5m x 1m, weighing 1.75 ton was the test 

prototype. One may wonder what an RLV of such small dimensions could 

be capable of performance in the space. It is almost unthinkable if 1 

meter of RLV diameter can house control systems, landing gears and the payload satellites mounted on it. Thermal 

Protection Evaluation was done by flying it to ~65 km altitude with 4.8 Mach speed and splashing in Bay of Bengal 

reportedly in the vicinity of the designated areas. Could this 4.8 Mach simulate the Thermal stress of re-entry at ~25 

Mach that any orbiting spacecraft has? Probably not. However, if the surface material of the RLV is qualified to 

withstand the temperatures of re-entry (usually ~2000-3000 deg C), actual thermal testing of the RLV may not be 

required. One may have to calculate the aerodynamic friction energy. So, if the speed of the craft did not achieve 

‘hypersonic (>5 Mach) and the surface temp did not reach those of re-entry plasm, why was the trial conducted and 

precious money wasted?  However, the class of ISRO must be having some plan for such costly flight trial. Such small 

vehicle may only have pylons & fixtures on its exterior on which multiple payloads can be mounted to be released 

while in the desired orbits and separations. 

Landing Experiment (LEX) has been scheduled for Oct/Nov 2020 at Chitradurg in Karnataka. It is planned to carry the 

RLV to 4 km in a helicopter. After release it will be gliding for a smooth landing on a strip. This too seems to be an 

experiment in isolation without considering the actual/expected speed of the returning RLVs from the orbit. However, 

being a low-cost trial, one can only hope that the experimental vehicle is not damaged BER. However, how far the 

experimental model will meet the trial objectives, is anyone’s guess. Similar apprehensions are there for the future 

REX (Return Flight Experiment) and SPEX (Scramjet Propulsion Experiment) trials too. Unless the aim and objectives 

of these trial fulfil the criteria of the actual or anticipated parameters, it will may not serve the purpose. 

Surely ISRO will not be entering the space race of US and China. Both have huge surplus of funds (of trillions of dollars) 

and resources at their disposals that we cannot even think of. However, R&D on the cutting-edge space technologies 

must go on. Looking at the track record of ISRO, it can be expected that the meagre funds that Indian govt makes 

available to them at the cost of some or other social development of our nation, will be used judiciously. Wishing a 

successful venture to their RLV program. 
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Science & Technology 

Shortest Travel Time to the International Space Station 

 

On 14 October 2020 at 0840 hrs IST, three cosmonauts aboard Soyuz MS-17 flight from Baikonur were launched in to 

space to the International Space Station (ISS). The crew consisted of 2 Russians and one US astronaut. It looked like a 

routine launch without much fanfare but had something very special in it. Russians were about to break their own 

record of fastest travel to ISS from their earlier 3 hr 19 min on 01 Aug 2019 in MS-12 Progress cargo ship. This time 

they improved the manned spaceship travel time to 3 hr 3 min from launch to the docking.  

One often wonders as to why it takes so much of travel time 

of several hours or even days for the spacecraft from launch 

to dock on to the ISS. Very few know the intricacies in the 

docking process. Theoretically it should be the time to travel 

to the ISS orbiting at about ~400 Km above the surface of the 

earth. In the recent times, it takes about 15 min for the 

spacecraft to be inserted in an LEO close to that of ISS. So why 

does it take so much of travel time? This was the 

inquisitiveness of the author that made him to pose this 

question to NASA on that day. However, they chose not to 

answer.  

ISS is orbiting earth at a height ranging from 370-460 Km, an inclination of ~51.6 deg and at an orbital velocity of 7.6 

– 7.7 Km/sec. The circumference of the ISS orbit is approx 42,650 Km. If the earth was static, not rotating on own axis, 

the trajectory of the ISS to a ground reference would have been identical each time during its orbital pass. However, 

that is not the case. The Earth is rotating every 24 

hrs and the ISS is orbiting the earth every ~89 

minutes. Hence, the ground reference point of the 

ISS orbital pass keeps varying as seen in the next 

figure. Every subsequent orbital pass of the ISS 

keeps falling back westerly by ~22.3 deg. It means 

that every subsequent pass of ISS to its ground 

reference are approx 2482 km westerly near the 

equator with some variables taken care of.  

Coming back to the theoretical possibility of the spacecraft docking with ISS in the first orbit itself, it is feasible if all 

variables and parameters are met. On a given day if the ISS is passing through the launch pad (say Sriharikota) which 

seldom takes place and if the rocket launch is made precisely, with identical inclination in such way that the spacecraft 

approaches the ISS almost the same time keeping a factor of safety, it should be able to dock with some manoeuvring 

in 3-D of speed, altitude and sideways. However, it is too much of an ask, almost impossible in real situation.  

Neither a spacecraft nor the ISS is usually risked to cross each other’s path (which may lead to disastrous outcome), 

something which will be mandatory for a direct approach docking in the launch trajectory. So, in the first place, a 

direct launch to dock with ISS is fraught with severe safety concerns. The next safe course of action is to catch-up or 

chase the ISS from a safe distance behind or gradually slow the spacecraft while in front and let the ISS to the catch-

up. The spacecraft in orbit below ISS is invariably at higher speed which could catch-up with the ISS in two ways… 

(i) To continue chasing ISS ahead, raising the orbit altitude simultaneously to that of ISS and dock in the next orbit 

manoeuvring in 3-D. 
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(ii) To go ahead of the ISS in lower orbit having safe separation and then raise its orbit through Hohmann Transfer 

manoeuvre to that of close to ISS. Thereafter carry out its controlled decelerations for the ISS to do the catch-up for 

the docking.   

For the spacecraft in orbit under microgravity, any larger acceleration to catch-up has to be nullified exactly with the 

same deceleration which becomes a tough ask. Manoeuvring a spacecraft is much different from manoeuvring an 

aircraft…the former following the law of inertia and the latter flown on aerodynamic principles. These safety 

requirements along with some other considerations had made the journey to ISS in the past of many days. Russians 

used to take 2 days. Space shuttle made it to ~24 hrs. Roscosmos took the lead in docking their spacecraft in 5 orbital 

passes taking nearly 6 hrs with their advanced rocket. Subsequently their MS-12 Progress cargo ship for the first time 

drew a trajectory in 2 orbital passes taking the time just over 3 hrs with reasonable successes. The present launch was 

their first manned Soyuz mission taking that trajectory. The next attempt in the coming year(s) may be for docking 

after 1 pass and if all goes well, the docking may be a reality in the first orbit itself. It may be too much of an ask for 

now. This may be the reason why NASA chose not to answer a query on the social media during the 14 Oct 20 launch 

as to why the spacecraft cannot be made to dock the ISS during the first pass itself. 

 

  



38 

 

The Counterviews Issue 2:18 

www.thecounterviews.com 

Science & Technology 

Advancements in the Indian Defence Technologies in recent months 

 

The last 2 months or so has been of phenomenal success for the DRDO of for their new technologies and equipment 
trials to be used by the Defence services. Its importance has assumed significant proportions in view of the tension 
on both LAC and LoC. There have been some state-of-the-art technologies which till now were being imported. Some 
of these technologies have matured enough to be inducted to the services. A brief mention of these technologies is 
being made below. Most of the descriptions are those already in the public domains. Those few months will possibly 
be written in Golden letters for the DRDO. These types of successes are unprecedented. 

Rudram anti-Radiation missile. Rudrram-1 has been designed and developed by the DRDO. It picks up the Radar and 
other Radio & Microwave radiations to lock on. Such targets may include 
enemy Radars and vital Communication centres. It has a speed of 0.6 to 2 
Mach and range of 100-200 km depending from what altitude it has been 
launched. In the coming months and years, it may undergo some 
modifications as well that may provide it enhanced capabilities of ECCM as 
well as modular solid fuel to enhance its range. It will be a ‘Beyond Visual 
Range (BVR) fire and forget missile. If provided with ECCM, it can blind the 
S-400 Radar systems too of China. It was tested from the eastern Indian 
coastal area from a SU-30 MKI aircraft on 09 Oct 20. It is a major development. Till now India used to import the 
Radiation seeking missiles ‘HARM / ALARM’ having 75-150 km range from abroad at a reasonably high cost. The 
development is a major step towards ‘Atmnirbhar Bharat’. 

Shourya Nuclear capable missile. DRDO carried out the trials of its 
upgraded Shourya missile on 03 Oct 20. The missile has a range of 800 Km 
at a speed of 7.5 Mach approx. The missile can be launched from a mobile 
canister. It is equipped with multiple advanced computing technology and 
high accuracy navigation, efficient propulsion, sophisticated control and 
guidance systems, successfully followed its target in the Bay of Bengal. It 
was the first user-specific trial of the missile that is a land variant of 
submarine-launched ballistic missile K-15. The two-stage missile that uses solid propellants can deceive enemy radars 
after launch. Once launched, Shourya would be difficult to be tracked by the enemy as the window for detection, 
tracking and interception is only about 400 seconds. The 10-metre-long missile - weighing 6.2 tonne - can carry both 
nuclear and conventional warheads weighing up to 1,000 kilograms.  

Nirbhay Surface to Surface Cruise missile. On 01 Oct 20, India test fired its 

Nirbhay missile successfully. The name suggests that it is fearless of being 

detected and intercepted. This is a low flying, radar avoiding missile 

designed and developed by the DRDO. It is a terrain hugging sub-sonic (0.6 

Mach) and Sea-skimming missile flying at extremely low altitude to avoid 

detection by the enemy radars. It is a solid fuel booster missile having a 

range of about 1000 Km. Following a series of successful trials, the missile is ready for induction in to the service. 

Nirbhay is an all-weather, long-range subsonic cruise missile capable of carrying large variety of conventional and 

nuclear war heads. Nirbhay is capable of being launched from land, sea and air. It can carry multiple types of warheads.  
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Extended Range Brahmos surface to surface missile. It was test fired on 30 Sep 20 from the ITR Balasore. The range 

has been augmented from the standard 290 Km to about 400 Km 

through the Solid-Fuelled Ducted Ramjet (SFDR) Technology. This 

reduces the weight of the liquid Oxygen being carried in. Some 

additional modification augmented the capabilities both in terms of 

the enhancement of the range as well as the speed. The much higher 

speed makes it immune to the standard air defence elements of the 

adversaries and enemies. This new class of cruise missile will have a 

solid rocket booster along with supersonic speeds ranging from 2.5 to 

3 Mach using SFDR technology. The range of missiles can be decided 

on the basis of mission objectives using the modular fuel 

compartment. This missile has pin-point accuracy. Although the 

standard Brahmos are already deployed with Army, there is no doubt 

that this indigenous upgradation of the technology will be applied in 

their upgradations too. This technology was demonstrated earlier in 

May 2018, and February 2019 too. Now it is likely to go in production. 

It is a very positive development in the defence technology.  

Ship launched Supersonic Brahmos Missile. India on 18 Oct 20 tested its Brahmos missile for a little different role 

from the Navy destroyer INS Chennai. It has test fired the 

Brahmos missile which has the capability to destroy enemy 

targets on the (water) surface too with pinpoint accuracy. 

Having the range far in excess of its standard 290 Km, the 

Brahmos now is operationalised for maunch from all 

platforms of the Armed forces…Surface, Aircraft (as below), 

Submarine and now the Ship. This missile travels at 2.8 Mach 

speed and defies many of the air defence systems.  

Air-launched BrahMos supersonic cruise missile. Indian Air Force test fired a long range Brahmos supersonic cruise 

missile from its SU-30 MKI aircraft on 30 Oct 20. The missile 

has a range of 400 Km.  In principle, it is the same series of 

the cruise missile that was earlier test fired from INS 

Chennai on 18 Oct 20 (as above). The target was 400 Km 

away off the Bay of Bengal and the missile hit the target 

with pin-point precision. This trial also re-confirms the 

Brahmos capability to travel the distance as well as hit the 

target on the ground or water surface with absolute 

precision through acquired imagery of the target. The 

integration of the air-launched version of the BrahMos 

missile with the SU-30MKI fighter has been done fully indigenously, jointly by BrahMos Aerospace, HAL and the Indian 

Air Force.  
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Scramjet Hypersonic missile technology. India test fired its indigenously developed Hypersonic Technology 

Demonstration Vehicle (HTDV) powered by a Scramjet Engine from Dr Abdul 

Kalam Island off Orissa coast on 08 Sep 20. Scramjet technologies are capable 

of flying at speeds above 5 Mach up to 15 mach. Scramjet ignitions usually 

start only beyond 1.5 Mach. This initial speed was achieved by using the in-

use Solid Propellent Rocket motor of Agni ballistic missile technology. All the 

test parameters were achieved… with 6 Mach speed with anticipated 

induction to scramjet that flew the veh for nearly 25 sec. All parameters 

monitored were withing the normal range. With this, India has joined the 

exclusive Scramjet club as 4th member after US, Russia and China. It is 

extremely difficult to detect, track and intercept such high-speed cruise 

missiles as very little reaction time is available.  

Night Strike Capable Prithvi-II surface to surface missile. This is a Short-Range 

Ballistic Missiles (SRBMs). It was the second ‘in-use’ night trial of this missile after 

23 Sep 20 from a random sample from the deployed lot. The missile having a range 

of approx 350 Km range, has capability to carry up to 1000 kg payload. It is nuclear 

capable. The test was carried out at the ITR Orissa. All test parameters and 

objectives were met. The test reconfirms the trajectory and pin-point payload 

delivery through its inertial navigation system.  

Laser-guided anti-tank guided missile (ATGM). An advanced ATGM was test fired 

with pin-point accuracy at the Ahmednagar test range from the MBT Arjun tank. The missile employs a tandem High-

Explosive Anti-Tank [HEAT] warhead to penetrate and destroy the 

Explosive Reactive Armour [ERA] protected armoured vehicles like tanks 

and the APCs. This laser guided ATG has pin-point accuracy having a range 

from 1.5 Km to 5 Km. The trial carried out on 23 Sep 20 was at 3 Km target 

and the other on 01 Oct 20 had longer range target for acquisition and 

destruction. This missile has the capability to be launched from aerial 

platform of ground support aircraft as well which will be tried out in the 

coming weeks and months. 

Stand-off Anti-tank (SANT) Missile.  India on 19 October 20 successfully test fired the Stand-off Anti-tank Missile off 

the coast of Odisha. Going a step further from its ATGM tested nearly a month back, this is an advanced technology 

“fire & forget” anti-tank missile at the battle-field. This missile 

has been Developed by DRDO for the Indian Air Force (IAF) 

ground support aircraft to enable it destroy the enemy 

armoured power. The SANT missile has both ‘Lock-on After 

Launch’ and ‘Lock-on Before Launch’ capability. It also has the IR 

seeking capability. The missile was fired from a rotary aerial 

platform.  

It is an upgraded version of HeliNa (Helicopter Launched Nag) anti-tank guided missile (ATGM) with a range of 15-20 

Km with pin-point accuracy. The missile will enter service with the IAF and Army Aviation Corps on board Light Combat 

Helicopter (LCH) and weaponized variant of Dhruv Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH), the Rudra ALH-WSI (Weapon 
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System Integrated).  DRDO and Indian Army went a step further on 21 Oct 20 in testing this ‘Nag’ missile from Nag 

Missile Carrier (NAMICA) in Pokhran range with active warhead with 

pin-point accuracy. Thus, this missile is capable of being launched from 

all terrestrial and aerial platforms. The missile will be produced by 

defence PSU Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL), whereas Ordnance 

Factory Medak will produce the NAMICA (in Picture). With the highly 

satisfactory trials of both ATGM and SANT having pin-point accuracies, 

India has achieved both day & night capability to take on to the enemy 

Tanks in the battle fields. Till now India used to import the anti-tank 

missiles. 

Abhyas High Speed Target for missile testing. On 22 Sept 20, DRDO conducted a successful flight test of ABHYAS – A 

High-speed Expendable Aerial Target (HEAT) from the Interim Test Range, Balasore. The high-speed target is required 

to test the surface to air missiles against an incoming aircraft or a 

missile. ABHYAS can be programmed to provide varying sizes of radar 

signatures…of either different types of enemy aircraft or the missile. 

It is launched using a twin underslung booster and is powered by a 

small gas turbine engine. It has a MEMS-based Inertial Navigation 

System (INS) for navigation along with the Flight Control Computer 

(FCC) for guidance and control. The vehicle is programmed for fully 

autonomous flight while check out of air vehicle is done using laptop-

based Ground Control Station (GCS). During the test campaign, the user requirement of 5 km flying altitude, at speed 

of 0.5 Mach, an endurance of 30 minutes a and 2-G turn capability of the test vehicle, were all successfully achieved. 

It is an important realistic platform to test the efficacies of the various categories of anti-aircraft or anti-missile Air 

Defence systems. Till now a slow speed towed aerial target was being used. It is a vastly improved testing tool. 

Supersonic Missile-Assisted Release of Torpedo (SMART). India tested a newly innovated SMART missile system on 

05 Oct 20. The Torpedo is incorporated in a missile system that gives it an enormous range of up to 650 Km…far up to 

beyond the usual 25 Km of conventional Torpedo. It can be launched from all 

platforms at the land, Sea and Air. It is a very unique Anti-Submarine Warfare 

(ASW) technology not possessed by anyone else. It will be extremely useful in the 

Indian ocean amidst growing threat of the PLA Navy activities. There is no known 

analogue to the SMART in the world today. Russian 91RE1 & 91RTE2 and the 

American RUM-125 (sea lance) are understood to be similar in concept but far 

short in both range and accuracy. It is a cutting-edge technology for India. 

Rustom-2 Drone. DRDO carried out the flight trials of its Rustom-2 surveillance drone in Chitradurga on 09 Oct 20. 

The drone flew at 16000 ft for 8 hrs with 1 hr worth of fuel left. It is 

expected to have a ceiling altitude of 26000 ft AMSL with 18 hrs of 

endurance by 2020. It is capable of carrying different combinations of 

payloads depending on the mission objectives including synthetic 

aperture radar, electronic intelligence systems and situational awareness 

systems. It has a satellite communication link to relay situation in the 

battle theatre on real time basis. However, this craft/drone is vulnerable 

to enemy air defence guns and missiles. Hence, it can fly only over areas 

of own air superiority. It can ill afford to enter enemy air space. Its capability to carry missiles will depend on its total 
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payload carrying capacity. At present it is no substitute for any of the armed drones carrying air to air or air to surface 

missiles.  

INS Kavaratti. Indian Navy has also achieved a major feat of commissioning the fully indigenous Anti-Submarine. 

Warfare (ASW) ship INS Kavaratti on 22 Oct 20. The 

commissioning was done by Army Chief Gen 

Narawane. It is an advanced stealth technology ship 

that evades enemy Radars. INS Kavaratti is an 

indigenously designed (by Deptt of Naval Design), 

Kamorta class ASW stealth Corvette built by the 

“Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Limited, 

Kolkata” using high-grade DMR 249A steel produced in 

India itself. It is the last of the 4 in series of the ship. It has a state-of-the-art weapons and sensor suite capable of 

destroying the underwater targets. The warship cabins are believed to be Nuclear, Biological & Chemical (NBC) 

compliant for any accidental or otherwise, likelihood of contamination of the vessel. Although this project may have 

nothing to do with the standoff at the LAC, the completion and the trials of the ship must have been hastened. 
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From the chief editor’s desk 

 

सम्पादकीय 

           

"दाग - धब्ब"े 

 

बैठे-बैठे खयाल आया कक दाग और धब्बे में क्या अन्तर है। 

वस्ततुः हम दाग और धब्बे  तथा दाग-धब्बे शब्दों का प्रयोग क्यों करते हैं? 

सामान्यतया दोनों एक ही अथि वाले शब्द हैं, किर भी हम इन दोनों शब्दों का 
कभी अलग-अलग तथा कभी युग्म शब्द के रूप को प्रयोग में लाते है। इनका 
प्रयोग साकेंनतक, रूपक, शैली, बबम्ब, प्रनतबबम्ब एवं प्रतीकों के मलए भी ककया जाता है। 

ममथथला के प्रमसद्ध लेखक "डॉ नागेंद्र" के अनुसार काव्य-बबम्ब, मूल-मानस छवव को ननखारने के मलए कल्पना ननममित मानस छवव 

है।"रॉबबन-स्केलटन"ने बबम्ब एवं प्रतीक को ऐनीन्द्रीयानुभूनत को जागतृ करने वाला बताया है। "एजरापाउंड"ने सकेंत ककया है कक बबम्ब 

क्षण मात्र में बौध्ददक एवं संवेगात्मक जटटलताओं तथा भाव गं्रथथयों को हमारे सामने प्रस्ततु कर देता है। 

अब प्रश्न है कक क्यों मुझे आज इन शब्दों की आवश्यकता हो आयी है? वस्तुतः कुल-कलंक,दागी-चररत्र,दाग-धब्बे,काली-स्याही,दाल में 
काला या दाल ही काली कहने की इच्छा तभी होती है जब ववमभन्न कारणों से मनुष्य स्वयँ को आहत, ठगा-हुआ, लुटा हुआ महसूस करता 
है।आज टहन्द-ूसमाज के ज्यादातर लोग एकमत न होने के कारण स्वयँ को सरकार द्वारा ठगा गया ही महसूस करता है।सत्तर साल के 

दोहन, झूठ, ननरंकुश दमननीनत के साथ-साथ जो सामाध्जक, वैचाररक, काननूी छल-छद्मों का बोल-बाला रहा है उससे टहन्दओंु की 
धाममिक मान्यताओं, आस्थाओ ंऔर रीनत-ररवाजों को भी धीमी गनत से समूल नष्ट करने की कोमशश में काँग्रेमसयों की, ववदेमशयों द्वारा 
संचामलत सरकार लगी रही है। 

मुध्स्लम-प्रशासकों के कलंक को धोने के मलए इनतहास में टहन्द-ूध्स्त्रयों, राजपतूों, जनजानतयों, साधुओं की शौयि गाथाओं की जगह मुगलों 
की शौयि गाथा पढ़ाई जाती रही है, यहाँ तक कक राणाप्रताप, चतेक, झाँसी की रानी, पथृ्वीराज चौहान की गाथाएँ भी आधनुनक पाठ्यक्रमों 
में न के बराबर हैं। नागा साधओंु ने अंग्रजेों पर तलवारों से आक्रमण ककया था और हजारों की संख्या ने मारे गए थे I  भारतीय संस्कृनत 

के रीढ़ को तोड़ने के मलए गुरुकुलों को बन्द कर,मदरस ेतथा कॉन्वेंट की सखं्याओं को बढ़ाया गया,जहाँ ननरंतर टहन्दओंु का ककसी न 

ककसी भाँनत धमि पररवतिन भी कराया गया।इस्लामी नेता देश का इस्लामीकरण करते रहे और काँग्रेमसयों की सोननयाँ सरकार 
कक्रध्स्चयननटी को सुववधायें प्रदान कर उस ेसनातन धमि से शे्रष्ठ समझाते हुए टहन्दओंु को कक्रध्श्चयन बनाती रही। 

एक तरह से काँग्रमेसयों के प्रशासन काल को भी टहन्दओंु के मलए अन्धयुग ही कह सकते हैं जहाँ पंजाबी, बंगाली, असमी टहन्दओंु, मसख्खों, 
कश्मीरी-पडंडतों, कार- सवेकों, साधुओं, पुजाररयों की हत्यायें होती रही हैं। कोंग्रेमसयों के शासन काल में, कश्मीर में, सेना के जवान 

आतकंकयों की गोली-बारी, देशद्रोही-पत्थरबाजों-द्वारा भी बेमौत मारे जाते रहे हैं। वहा ँिारुख अब्दलु्ला और मुफ़्ती के शासन काल में 
मूलवामसन्दे पध्डडत लूटे गए, कत्ल ककये गए, बघेर मजबूर शरणाथी और मभखारी बनने के मलए मजबूर ककये गए। आये टदनों देश के 
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ववमभन्न शहरों में बम-ववस्िोट से सामान्य नागररक मरते रहे हैं ध्जसमें आरोप-प्रत्यारोप के दौर में ममननस्टर और पुमलसकममियों को तो 
बदला गया परन्तु जंगल-राज, भू-माकिया, दाऊद गैंग के कारनामें- कत्ल, बलात्कार, अपहरण, दंगा सामान्य सी खबरें बन कर रह गयी 
है।  

जन-सम्पकि -संसाधनों की कमी के कारण जनता को धोखे में रख कर, उस ेसच्ची खबरों से, काँग्रेमसयों द्वारा ककये गए टहन्द-ूववरोधी 
कारनामों से टहन्दओंु को भी वंथचत रखा जाता रहा I ननदोषों को मौत के सौगातें ममलती रही, नेता ननजी सपंवत्त अध्जित करन ेमें लगे रहे। 

आज भी मुध्स्लमों द्वारा की गई हत्याएँ, बलात्कार, आगजनी, तोड़-िोड़ पर कांग्रेस और उनके नतेा प्रायः चुप ही रहते हैं, वही ंटहन्दओंु 

को ववमभन्न जानतयों में बाटँ, उनके आपसी या जमीन वववाद से जुड़े हुए झगड़ों को भी साम्प्रदानयक रंग देकर, दंगे-फ़साद करवा कर, 
ककसी न ककसी रूप में टहन्दओंु की हत्यायें कराई जाती हैं। कही-ंकही ंिजी टहन्द ूनाम या दमलतों का नाम रख कर मुध्स्लम और कक्रध्श्चयन 

समुदाय के कट्टरपथंी शैतानी समुदाय ववशेष के लोगों द्वारा टहन्दओंु के ववरोध में ही जहर िैलाने का काम भी ककया जाता है। टहन्द ू

नाम रख कर टहन्द ूलड़ककयों को लवध्जहाद के तहत िँसान ेका धंधा,धोखाधड़ी, धमि-पररवतिन, ब्लकैमेल, बलात्कार, हत्या, साधारण 

खबरें बन कर रह गई हैं। 

नेहरू सरकार जहा ँभारत के मलए मुध्स्लम-तुष्टीकरण प्रवनृत के कारण एक धब्बा थे, वहीं इंटदरा अपनी ननरंकुशता के कारण कलंक ही 
थी। वंशवाद की प्रववृत्तयों ने राजीव गाँधी को इटामलयन की हाथ का खखलौना बना कर घोटाल ेका ऐसा इनतहास रचने पर मजबूर कर 
टदया कक उनके जाने के बाद भी लूट और घोटाल ेका मसलमसला जारी ही रहा। 

अनुमान लगा सकते हैं कक आज भी जब काँग्रेमसयों की सुप्रीमो के कारनामों को बपेदि ककया जाता है, टहन्दओंु के प्रनत ककये गए अन्याय-

अराजकता के ववरुद्ध आवाज उठाई जाती है तो माईनो के ननदेशन पर छटपटाहट के साथ-साथ कई न्यजू चनैल वालों को भी कभी 
प्रत्यक्ष तो कभी अप्रत्यक्ष रूप से प्रताडड़त ककया जाता है। 

खबर की स्याही धुधंली होने से पहले ही पनुः ककसी बलात्कार की, लव-ध्जहाद के बाद जबरन धमि पररवतिन की, ननकाह के बाद भी बघेर 
कर टदए जान ेवाली, जान से मार टदए जाने वाली टहन्द-ूलड़ककयों, बच्चे-बध्च्चयों की ख़बरें सरेआम हो जाती है। दयान देने की बात है ! 

जहाँ टहन्द ूडॉक्टरों,  हेल्थकेयर वालों, औरतों, बूढ़ों, लड़ककयों, साधुओं, पूजररयों की हत्या, बलात्कार, लूटने आटद की घटनाएं होती है, 

कांग्रेस और बामपथंी दोगल ेमुध्स्लम नतेा चुप्पी साध ेतमाशा देखते रहते हैं। वहीं अगर कोई मुध्स्लम बूढ़ा-इमाम या माता की लापरवाही 
से बच्चा अपने ही रोग से मर जाता है तो डॉ को पीट टदया जाता है। चोर, गंुडा, आतकंी, दंगाई, हत्यारा या बलात्कारी मारा जाता है तो 
एक ववशषे समुदाय हंगामा मचाने लगता हैं। 

कुछ काँग्रमेसयों एवं बामपंथी नेताओं की मानमसकता इतनी बबकी हुई, काली गन्दी और इंसाननयत रटहत हो चुकी है कक साधु-संतों, 
पूजररयों की हत्यायें बध्च्चयों का बलात्कार  हत्यायें, धमि-पररवनतित टहन्द-ूध्स्त्रयों की हत्या या आत्मदाह इनके मलए "थगद्ध-राजनीनत" 

चमकाने से ज्यादा कोई तातपयि नहीं रखती है। 

संववधान में सेक्युलररज़्म, मुध्स्लम पसिनल लॉ के अलावे टहन्द-ूववरोधी ननयमों को जोड़ कर कोंग्रेमसयों ने टहन्दओंु को, सनातन वटैदक 

धमि को अपमाननत और खत्म करने का जो जघन्य अपराध ककया है, वह अक्षम्य है। बात-बात पर सेक्युलररज़्म और सवंवधान की दहुाई 

देन ेवाल ेदोहरी मानमसकता वाल ेनतेा, मुध्स्लम, ईसाई लोग संववधान, सेक्यलुररज़्म, भाई-चारे एवं मानवाथधकार की आड़ में मसिि  
सेलेस्टमलज़्म का खेल खेलते आ रहे हैं जो देश को गहृ-युद्ध की ओर धकेलने का घखृणत कायि भी कर रहे हैं। कुछ छद्म-टहन्द-ूनामधारी 
दोगली प्रवनृत वाल ेलुटेरे नतेा, जो अपने पवूिजों का सनातन-वटैदक धमि छोड़ कर ववदेशी धमों को अपना चकेु हैं, वे भारत के दशु्मन-देशों 
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की भाषा बोलना, घणृास्पद बयानबाज़ी करना ही अपना गौरव मानते हैं। ये भारत की धरती पर, भारतीय संस्कृनत और भारत की 
राजनीनत के दाग-धब्बे ही नही ंबध्ल्क पूणि अलकतरा से पतुे काल ेकलकं तथा लोमड़-थगद्ध-भडेड़ये के बीच की कोई घखृणत प्रजानत ही हैं। 
क्रोमोजोम्स के ममक्सर से उतपन्न ऐसी खतरनाक प्रजानत के लोगों का मानमसक ववश्लेषण ककसी वैज्ञाननक के मलये अनुसंधान का 
ववषय हो सकता है !  ...... ऐस ेखखलाड़ी-थगद्ध-भडेड़ये-लोमड़ प्रजानतयों के नतेा और जनता कौन-कौन, कहा-ँकहा ँहैं?...........ये सोचना 
भारत की राष्रवादी जनता का काम है। 
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     बबहार के बदलत ेचुनावी समीकरण  

 

बबहार के चनुावी समीकरण कुछ अद्भुत और ननराल ेरहे हैं।  राजननैतक पाटटियों का ममलना बबछुड़ना कुछ अपने ही ननराल ेढंग रखते हैं।  
बबहार चुनावों में धाममिक और जातीय समीकरण सदैव से मजबतू रहे हैं।  लालू यादव के आने के बाद मुध्स्लम - यादव गठजोड़ ने ऐसा 
रंग मलया कक बाँकी सारे गठजोड़ िीके पड़ गए।  इस गठजोड़ ने लालू को रावण जैसी शध्क्त प्रदान की और वह बबहार रूपी लंका का 
अथधपनत बन बैठा।  भला हो चारा घोटाल ेका कक लालू को गद्दी छोड़ जेल जाना पड़ा।  लकंा की दीवार में सेंध तो लग चकुी थी परन्त ु

जजिर इमारत अभी भी खड़ा था।  लालू गया तो राबड़ी आ गयी और किर ढाक के वही तीन पात।  प्रत्यक्ष-अप्रत्यक्ष रूप से मुध्स्लम-यादव 

समीकरण किर चल पड़ा। अराजकता बढ़ती गयी और वहाँ जगंल राज्य स्थावपत हो गया। बबहार का पतन होता गया। ववकास तो कब 

का रुक चकुा था।  चोरी-डकैती, लूट-पाट, किरौती और कुशाशन अपना जड़ जमा चुका था। जजिर इमारत का ढहना तो तय ही था और 
वही हुआ।  किर वहा ँअक्टूबर २००५ में एक राजननैतक आंधी आई और लालू राबड़ी को उड़ा ले गयी।  राजनैनतक पटल पर ननतीश 

कुमार बीजपेी के साथ आए और नतनके नतनके चनु कर एक मजबतू घर बनाने की चेष्टा की। अब ववकास का दौर शुरू हुआ।  सुशाशन 

की शुरुआत हुई।  सड़कें  बनीं।  ववद्यालयों में ववद्याथथियों का आना किर शुरू हुआ।  कृवष प्रधान बबहार में खेती पर दयान टदया गया। 
बबहार ववकास के पथ पर चल पड़ा था I  

जनता ने महसूस ककया कक उनका भववष्य जद (य)ु - बीजपेी गठजोड़ के मजबतू हाथों में ही मजबतू है ध्जसके चलते २०१० में और भी 
अथधक बहुमत से सरकार पनुः लाई और बबहार में ववकास का दौर चलता रहा।  किर एक मुध्श्कल दौर आया। २०१४ लोक सभा चुनाव के 

पहले श्री नरेंद्र मोदी को बीजपेी का प्रधान मंत्री उम्मीदवार घोवषत ककया गया ध्जससे जद(य)ु नाखुश था। उसने अपना NDA  से गठबंधन 

तोड़ मलया।  किर बबहार ववधानसभा चनुाव २०१५ में एक नया चुनावी समीकरण सामने आया ध्जस ेमहागठबधंन का नाम टदया गया। 
इसमें लालू यादव की पाटी का बहुमत था।  चूँकक गठबधंन ननतीश कुमार को मुख्यमंत्री उम्मीदवार नामजद कर चनुाव लड़ी थी इसमलए 

उन्हीं को मुख्यमंत्री बनाना पड़ा लेककन शासन की बागडोर अप्रत्यक्ष रूप से लालू के पास थी और एक बार किर जंगल राज जैसी नौबत 

आने लगी।  भ्रष्टाचार, चोरी डकैती, किरौती आटद किर से हॉबी होने लगा। उपमुख्यमंत्री और लालू के बटेे तजेस्वी यादव के खखलाि 

भ्रष्टाचार के मामल ेएक के बाद एक आने लगे और २०१७ में मुख्यामंत्री ननतीश कुमार ने त्यागपत्र दे टदया।  तदपुरातं एक बार किर 
जद(यु)  और बीजेपी का गठबधंन हुआ जो अभीतक चल रहा है।  अब NDA संगटठत रूप से चुनाव की तैयारी कर रही थी लेककन लोजपा 
नेता थचराग पासवान सीट के बटवारे और मुख्यमंत्री उम्मीदवार को लकेर नाखुश थ।े  अतः उन्होंने अकेले चनुाव लड़ने का ननणिय मलया  
I  

जीत कर सत्ता में आने के मलए आज एक ओर जहाँ राजनैनतक दल आपस में गठजोड़ करते हैं वहीं एक छोटी प्रादेमशक दल लोजपा NDA 

जैसी राष्रीय स्तर के सत्तारूढ़ गठबंधन से अलग होकर क्यों चुनाव लड़ रही है ?  लोजपा ने पहले भी ऐसा ककया है जब झारखंड में NDA 

से अलग होकर चुनाव लड़ा था।  पररणाम सामने था :- खुद तो एक भी सीट नही ंजीत पाया लेककन बीजेपी को भी अपने छोटे से वोट-

शेयर के अंतराल से ही सत्ता में आने से रोक टदया।  हालाकँक बबहार में कहानी थोड़ी अलग है।  यहा ँउसने मसिि  JDU  के खखलाि ही 
प्रत्याशी उतारने का ननणिय मलया है देखें आगे आगे क्या होता है । लेककन यह तो तय है कक खुद को एक भी सीट पर ववजय ममले न ममले,  
NDA का कुछ न कुछ  वोट प्रनतशत तो अवश्य काट लेंगे, ठीक झारखंड की तरह।  अच्छे 'वोट-काटक' घटक हैं ये NDA  के।   

जब से मशव सेना के उद्धव ठाकरे ने महाराष्र में जीती हुई बीजेपी के पीठ में छुरा भोंक कर सत्ता के लोभ में ववरोधी पाटटियों के साथ हाथ 

ममलाकर अपनी लोलुपता, कुटटल, बेईमान और अववश्वसनीय होने का पररचय देश को टदया तब से कोई भी बड़ी पाटी सहयोगी छोटी 
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पाटटियों को ज्यादा सीट देने से कतराएगा।  आज उद्धव ठाकरे की पूरी पाटी एवं उसके प्रवक्ता ककसी और कारणवश ही सही, ‘हरामखोर’ 
के नाम से जाने जाते हैं।  जैस ेही मशव सेना ने बबहार-चनुाव में टहस्सा लेने की मनसा जताई, लोगों में नारा लगना शुरू हो गया है 

"हरामखोर बबहार आ रहा है, सबक मसखाएंग"े I 

इस कोरोना काल में भी चनुाव प्रचार जोरों पर है।  हाल में आए बाढ़ का भी नुक्सान सत्तारूढ़ पाटी को ही सहना पडेगा।  NDA  गठबंधन 

को यह तो अवश्य ही सुनना पड़ रहा है कक कोरोना लॉक डाउन से 

ववस्थावपत हुए सारे लोग बेरोज़गार हैं। सब जानते हैं कक कोरोना के चलत े

रोजगार ठप्प पड़ा है किर भी यह बताने के मलए कोई नही ंहै कक उनकी 
नौकरी या काम काज नही ंगया है।  ध्जस भी टदन देश को लॉक डाउन से 

राहत ममलेगी उनका काम पनुः शुरू हो जाएगा।  तब तक सारे मज़दरू 
तबके के पररवारों को मुफ्त का राशन ममल रहा है।  गरीबों के खाते में हर 
माह रुपये आ रहे हैं। बबहार के मतदाता जानते हैं कक सुसाषन बाबू ननतीश 

जी का दामन पाक-साफ़ है।  ककसी घोटाल ेका दाग नही ंहै।  उधर बीजेपी 
की छवव भी बबलकुल साफ़ रही है।  किर भी कुछ लोगों का मानना है कक 

ध्जस गनत से बबहार का ववकास होना चाटहए था नही ंहुआ। १५ सालों का 
मुख्य मंत्री पद से कुछ लोग एक जड़ता सा महसूस करने लगे हैं। मगर ‘ये टदल मांगे मोर’। कुछ लोग यह नारा भी लगा रहे हैं "मोदी से 

कोई बैर नही,ं ननतीश तेरी खैर नहीं" लेककन यह नारा ववरोधी खेम ेसे आ रही है इसमलए ज्यादा दयान देना ठीक नहीं। चनुाव से पहले के 

अनुमान में यही लगता है कक NDA  बहुमत से सत्ता में आएगी। आगे भगवान रूपी मतदाताओं की मजी।    

 चारा घोटाला के महानायक लल्लू यादव जी तो VIP  जेल में आनदं से हैं। अब उनकी पाटी का नेततृ्व उनके पुत्र के हाथों है। इस  युवा  
नेता का  मुध्स्लम - यादव समीकरण किर से लघु रूपेण ही सही, चुनावी 
मुखौटा बन रहा है।  जंगल राज की आशकंा पनुः ताज़ा होने लगी है।  लल्लू 

के चाटुकार उनके पुत्र की सहायता कर रहे हैं।  ममला जुला कर RJD  के 

चुनावी सभाओं में श्रोताओं की संख्याँ ठीक ही लग रही है। सुना है कुछ पाटटिया ँ
लोगों को चुनावी रैली में आने के मलए पैस ेदे रही ंहैं।  किर बहती गंगा में हाथ 

धोने में कोई हज़ि नही।ं आज कांग्रेस भी  लल्लू-पुत्र तेजस्वी यादव के 

वपछलग्गू बने हैं।  इनकी साख इतनी थगर चकुी है कक अपने पैरों पर खड़े 

होकर चुनाव लड़ने की शध्क्त नही ंरही। उधर टुकड़े टुकड़े गैंग के कन्हैया कुमार भी माओवादी गनतववथधयाँ चलाने वाली कम्यनुनस्ट 
पाटी के गोद में बैठे हैं। किर ध्जन्ना की वकालत करने वाल ेमुध्स्लम अनतवादी प्रत्याशी मश्कूर उस्मानी पीछे क्यों रहे ? उन्हें 
भारत की खखलाित करन ेवाली कांग्रेस न ेटटकट दे रखी है। तो ममलाजुलाकर इस चुनाव मै सब खड़ ेहैं चाहे वे भारत के 
टुकड़े करन ेवाली शध्क्त हो या भारत में ही रह रहे देश द्रोही। सुसाशन की छवव रखन ेवाली NDA हो या जंगल राज के 
जन्मदाता RJD।    

बबहार के मतदाता कािी जागरूक हुए हैं। वे जानते हैं की बबहार को ववकास के रास्त ेपर ही चलना है। हाल के कुछ वषों में 
बहुतेरे नए प्रोजके्ट शुरू ककए गए हैं ध्जसका बहुत लाभ ममलेगा। बबहार की सत्ता अगर ककसी भ्रष्ट नतेा के हाथ में गयी तो 
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किर सब चौपट। लल्लू पुत्र तजेस्वी के ऊपर भी भ्रष्टाचार के बहुतेरे मामले चल रहे हैं। 

 

जनता इन मामलों से आगाह भी है। लकेकन जैस ेराहुल गांधी और सोननया गांधी के भ्रष्टाचार के चलते जमानत पर होते हुए 
भी लोग उस ेवोट देत ेहैं, बबहार में RJD का भी कुछ ऐसा ही हाल है।  

चुन कर कौन आता है यह तो वक़्त ही बताएगा लकेकन सारी राजननैतक पाटटियों न ेअपनी शध्क्त चुनाव प्रचार में झोँक दी 
है। बस यह मतदाताओं पर ननभिर है कक ककस ेकुसी पर बबठाए और ककस ेबाहर का रास्ता टदखाए। अभी तो सारे दलों के 
प्रत्यामशयों का चनुावी-भववष्य EVM के बक्सों में बदं है। आने वाल े१० नवम्बर को जब मतों की थगनती शुरू होगी तभी पता 
लगेगा कक बाज़ी ककसने मारी। प्रजातंत्र में तो "जो जीता वही मसकंदर" वो किर चाहे साधू हो या चोर।   

  

 

  



49 

 

The Counterviews Issue 2:18 

www.thecounterviews.com 

"ववष-वकृ्षारोपण" 

 

देखा तो नही ंपरन्तु सुनने में आया है कक अफ्रीका के जंगलों में मांसाहारी तथा नरभक्षी वकृ्ष भी पाये जाते हैं, भारत में इसके होने का कोई 

प्रमाण नही ंममलता, परन्तु इस अभाव की पनूति साकेंनतक तौर पर कुछ नतेाओं द्वारा की जा रही है। 

भारतीय संस्कृनत में वकृ्षारोपण की परंपरा अत्यतं पुरानी है। सामान्य तौर पर नटदयों और मंटदरों के पास पीपल, नीम, बरगद, आंवला, 
तुलसी, पाररजात, बेलपत्र तथा औषथधयों के पेड़ लगाए जाते हैं। पीपल और बरगद की पजूा क्रमशः शननवार, सोमवती अमावस्या एव ं

बट-साववत्री के अवसर पर करना मान्यताओं के अनुसार मनषु्य को ववमभन्न आपदाओं से बचाती है।आंवला एकादशी भारत के लगभग 

हर राज्य में कृषकों द्वारा वकृ्षारोपण के रूप में मनाया जाता है। 

गहराई से देखा जाए तो ववमभन्न त्योहारों एवं शुभ अवसरों पर कुछ पड़ेों का महत्व टहन्दओंु के वटैदक कमिकाडडों में पजूा-पाठ के साथ ही 
जुड़े हुए होते हैं। सुपाड़ी, नाररयल, बेल, केला एवं अन्य िल-िूलों का तो प्रायः हर पजूा-पाठ में उपयोग होता ही है यहा ँतक कक घास की 
भी कई प्रजानत दवूाि और कुशा भी महत्वपूणि है। वपतपृक्ष में कुशा-अमावस्या पर प्रायः साल भर इस्तेमाल के मलए कुशों का संग्रहण कर 
मलया जाता है। यद्यवप अज्ञानता वश छोटी से छोटी जड़ी-बटूटयों के संग्रहण को ककसी ववशेष नक्षत्र या मुहूति पर ही तोड़ने के ववधान को 
समझना कटठन है, परन्तु हमारे पूविजों ने इसे दैननक-जीवन में ववशेष अवसरों के साथ जोड़ कर इसके संरक्षण के महत्व को बड़ी ही 
सरलता से जीवन-शैली में जोड़ टदया है। 

आज शहरों, गाँवों में इन महत्वपूणि वकृ्षों की कमी हो गयी है, जो प्रकृनत में शुद्ध हवा देने के साथ-साथ आयवुेटदक महत्त्व भी प्रदान करत े

थे। वकृ्षारोपण के नाम पर भी ऐस ेवकृ्षों को लगाया जा रहा है जो पथृ्वी की नमी को शोवषत करते हैं एवं बरगद, पीपल, बेल या नीम की 
तरह दीघािय ुभी नही ंहोते है। ऐसा लगता है कक पध्श्चमीकरण का प्रभाव हमारे वकृ्षारोपण के क्षेत्रों पर भी पड़ा है और हमारे देश के अक्षय-

वटों, पौराखणक-पूज्य-पीपल वटों का भी धीमी गनत से संहार हो रहा है। वणिसंकर का प्रभाव िसलों, िलों एवं वन्यक्षेत्रों में भी कुछ इसी 
प्रकार हो रहा है जैस ेहमारी लाखों-वषि पुरानी संस्कृनत,  ववदेमशयों और घुसपटैठयों की संस्कृनत के प्रभाव से, वणिसंकर होती जा रही है या 
क्षीणप्राय हो रही है। 

ये थचतंा का ववषय है कक भारतवषि के सभी पुडय-भूमम, तीथि-भूमम पर ववदेशी ररमलजन या मज़हबबयों का धीमी गनत से कही ंबालात, कही ं
धूतिता तथा कही ंनतेाओं की स्वाथी-वोट-लोभ की प्रववृत्त के कारण कब्जा होता जा रहा है। धाममिक रूप से संरक्षक्षत कहे जाने वकृ्षों की 
कटाई के साथ-साथ टहन्दओंु के धाममिक-स्थलों और जमीनों पर भी अवैध अथधग्रहण प्रायः सरकारी महकमों के नाक तल ेहो रहे हैं ध्जन्हें 
बाद में हटाना मसिि  दंगे-फ़साद को ही आमध्न्त्रत करने का काम करेंगे। 

बांग्लादेश, पाककस्तान और अिगाननस्तान तथा मुध्स्लम देशों में, जनसखं्या-ववस्िोट, राक्षस-संस्कृनत के उपासकों  के कारण वहाँ के 

सभी टहन्दओंु-मसख्खों, बौद्धों, जैनों तथा उनके धाममिक स्थलों को पहले ही इस्लामी-राक्षसों द्वारा क्षनतग्रस्त कर टदया जा चकुा है। यहा ँ
तक कक मुध्स्लम समुदाय के मलये उदारवादी कहे जाने वाल ेईसाइयों को भी इस्लाममकों ने अपनी राक्षसी प्रववृत्तयों का ग्रास बना मलया है 

और उनके धाममिक स्थलों को भी बबािद कर टदया है। वतिमान ध्स्थनत में इस्लाममक देशों में अल्पसखं्यक लगभग नगडयसखं्यक हो चकेु 

हैं तो इनकी रक्त-वपपासु ध्जह्वा तथा माँस-भक्षण की प्रववृत्त भला कैस ेसन्तुष्ट होगी ?. ...इसमलये ये राक्षस-प्रववृत्त के ववषैल ेलोग 

लोकतांबत्रक देशों की ओर उन्मुख हो रहे हैं। 
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यहाँ पूरी दनुनया ँके गैर-इस्लाममकों के मलए सोचना आवश्यक है कक ववष-वकृ्ष कभी मीठे िल नही ंदेते हैं। राक्षस-संस्कृनत के संवाहक 

मज़हबी लोग ध्जनका अभ्यदुय  ववदवंसक, बबिरता, रक्त-वपपासु-प्रववृत्त, लूट-शोषण, बलात्कार आटद के आधार पर हुआ है, वह भला 
कब तक शानंतपूणि, प्रेमपूणि या सौहाद्िय के वातावरण को ककसी भी देश में बना रहने दे सकते हैं? भारत के ववमभन्न राज्यों में भी इन 

ववष-वकृ्षों, रक्त-वपपासु-राक्षसों की या खँूखार-जंगमलयों की संख्या इतनी ज्यादा हो गयीं हैं कक भोले जनजानतयों या सभ्य मनुष्यों की 
तो छोड़ो.. ! ..घास खाने वाल ेजानवर गाय, भैस, बदंर, हाथी आटद भी सुरक्षक्षत नहीं रह गये हैं। 

वोट-बैंक के लोभी नतेाओं की स्वाथी प्रववृत्तयों ने प्रवासी भारतीय मजदरूों को तो अपने-अपने राज्यों से भगा टदया है परन्तु बांग्लादेशी-
रोटहजं्ञाओं, उईगर मुध्स्लमों तथा आई. एस.आई. ऐस ेववष-वकृ्षों को जमाना आरम्भ कर टदया है ।भारतीय संस्कृनत और शांनत के 'ये 

दशु्मन' नतेा भारत के टहन्दओंु के मलए ही नही बध्ल्क कुछ शाध्न्त वप्रय मुध्स्लम समुदाय के मलए भी अत्यंत खतरनाक हैं। ये राक्षस 

संस्कृनत के उपासक जानवर तलु्य ध्जहादी-मज़हबी लोग जो ननरंतर टहन्दओंु की औरतों का मशकार कर, उन्हें प्रताड़ना दे, उन्हें राक्षस 

संस्कृनत अपनाने के मलये बादय कर रहे हैं या उन्हें कू्ररतापूणि मौत दे रहे हैं I ये कभी भी ववषाक्त वातावरण का सजृन कर रक्त-वपपासु, 

माँस-भक्षक बन, भारत की सनातन-संस्कृनत एवं सनातन-वटैदक-संस्कृनत के उपासक समुदायों का नर-संहार कर सकते हैं।  

अगर दयान से देखा जाए तो ववदेमशयों के द्वारा धीमी गनत से सनातनी-वटैदक संस्कृनत एवं वटैदक-संस्कृनत के उपासकों का आये टदनों 
ककसी न ककसी तरीके से कुछ राज्यों में राज्य-सरकार की लापरवाटहयों एवं स्वाथी प्रववृत्तयों के कारण, सँहार हो ही रहा है। सकं्षेप में यही 
कहा जा सकता है कक कुछ राज्य-सरकार के सत्तारूढ़ नतेा भारत में आदमख़ोर-ववष-वकृ्षों का रोपणकायि यह सोच कर रहें हैं कक उनको 
कोई नकुसान नही ंहोगा। 

सेक्युलररज़्म के उपासक, स्वाथी-सत्तारूढ़ टहन्द ूनतेा भी ये भूल जाते हैं कक कभी मसन्ध के अमीर-मसधंी-व्यापारी, कश्मीर के सभी अमीर 
पध्डडत और अन्य इस्लामी देशों के गैर इस्लाममक समुदाय भी यही सोचते थे कक वहाँ के मुध्स्लम दोस्त उनका कोई नकुसान नही ंकरेंगे। 
परन्तु सच्चाई यही है कक इस्लाममकों का मझहबी-ककताब-कुरान ही ध्जहादी कट्टरता को दसूरों पर थोपने के मलए, गैर-इस्लाममयों के 

प्रनत बबिरता, कत्ल, लूट, बलात्कार, बालात धमि-पररवतिन और अपने मातहतों को गुलामी का जामा पहनाने के मलये बढ़ावा देता है। 

यहाँ के देश-टहतैषी नतेाओं को ईरान, इराक, सीररया, अिगाननस्तान, पाककस्तान, बांग्लादेश के बाद कश्मीर, केरल, असम से सीख और 
समझ लेनी चाटहये। सेक्युलररज़्म की उदारता की आड़ में वोटबैंक के लोभी नतेा ऐस ेइस्लामी-ध्जहादी-राक्षसों को पनाह दे रहे हैं, पाल 

रहे हैं,जो  यहा ँके मूल-ननवामसयों के मलए नुकसान दायक हैं। ये वही सम्प्रदाय हैं ध्जन्होंन ेअपनी आतकंी-ध्जहादी प्रवनृतयों के द्वारा 
कई देशों के साथ-साथ वहाँ के मूल ननवामसयों को भी अपनी रक्त-वपपासु ध्जह्वा का ग्रास बना मलया है और बचे-खुचे गणताध्न्त्रक देश 

भी अब इनके ननशाने पर हैं। 

अन्ततः यही कहा जा सकता है कक कट्टरपंथी-ध्जहादी-आतकंी एवं ववदेशी समुदाय को शरण देना, बसाना या पालना, ववष-वकृ्षों को 
रोपने और पालने के जैसा ही है। पुरानी कहावत है "रोपै पेड़ बबूल का आम कहा ँतक होय" या "उड़कुस्सी के रोएँ कभी शीतलता नहीं देती 
है"। 
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"ममची" 

 

दनुनयाँ भर में लगभग चार सौ प्रकार के ममची पाई जाती है। ज्यादातर लोग इसे भोजन का स्वाद बढ़ाने के मलए उपयोग में लाते है। 
इसकी गुणवत्ता इसकी तीव्रता द्वारा माँपी जाती है, जो इसमें पाई जाने वाली पाई जाने वाली कैप्सेमसन नामक पदाथि के कारण तथा रंग 

केप्सेध्न्थन पदाथि के कारण होता होता है। इन दोनों चीजों के पयािप्त मात्रा में होने के अनुसार ही उनके दाम का भी ननधािरण ककया जाता 
है। ममची के पकौड़,े सब्जी, अचार, मसालों के रूप में प्रयोग में लाने की बातें तो प्रायः सभी जानते हैं परन्तु रोचक तथ्य यह है कक कुछ 

ववशषे प्रकार की ममची के प्रयोग हथथयार के रूप में भी ककये जाते हैं। 

ममचि की एक ववशषे प्रजानत तो आँसू-गैस के गोल ेबनाने के मलए भी प्रयोग में लाये जाते हैं क्योंकक इसकी तीव्रता अववस्मरणीय होती है। 
इस ममचि का नाम है "भूत-झलकौंन ममची"। माना जाता है कक अगर इस ममचि को खाया जाए या गलती से शरीर पर इसका रस लग जाये 

तो मनुष्य का बहुत ही बुरा हाल हो जाता है। ये "ममची" असम, पध्श्चमोत्तर क्षेत्रों के अलावे अन्य कई पहाड़ी क्षेत्रों में भी उपजाये जाते हैं। 
ऐसे भारतवषि में कुछ 'स्त्री-चररत्र' के मलए भी एक कहावत का उपयोग होता है कक.."ये पहाड़ी ममची बड़ी तीखी है"..। आज जब टहमाचल 

की एक सामान्य सी पहाड़ी अमभनेत्री "कँगना रनौत" चचाि का ववषय बन गयी है तो मुझे इस 'ममचि' का खयाल आया गया है।  

समूची महाराष्र सरकार अपनी पूरी ताकत "साम-दाम-दंड-भेद" के साथ, नीचता की हद पार कर ध्जस प्रकार के व्यवहार का प्रदशिन कर 
रही है तो लगता है कक सञ्जय राउत, उद्धव ठाकरे, अबू आज़मी और उनके बहुत से ममननस्टर ने "भूत-झलकौंन ममची" चबा मलया है। 
उन्हें आगा-पीछा कुछ नहीं टदखाई दे रहा है इसमलये िँुिकार रहे हैं। "भूत-झलकौंन" ममचि को चबाने का पररणाम महाराष्र की राजनीनतक 

उथल-पुथल में अत्यंत रोचक, हास्यपद भी प्रतीत हो रही है। 

महाराष्र सरकार तथा  मसने-जगत के अमभनतेा और अमभनबेत्रयों द्वार ककये अननैतक-कायों पर पवूिवत पदाि ही पड़ा रहता यटद ‘सुगटठत 

संुदर शब्दावमलयों’ का लच्छेदार प्रयोग एव ंआदान-प्रदान मुहावरे, उत्प्रेक्षा-अलकंार आटद के साथ सुप्रमसदद लोगों द्वारा नही ंककया 
जाता। गजब की तानाशाही है ! ..गुडडों, ड्रग्स्मग्लर, अबू आज़मी तथा दाऊद के इशारे पर नाचने वाली महाराष्र-सरकार की बुराइयों पर 
कोई भी राष्रवादी पत्रकार, कलाकार या व्यध्क्त अपनी आवाज़ नही ंउठा सकता है। मासूम साधुओं-संतो के मलए आवज़ उठाने वाल ेमार 
टदये जा रहे है या ककसी न ककसी बहाने से जेल में डाले जा रहे हैं। 

अनिब गोश्वामी, सुदशिन चनैल, कररश्मा भोसल ेपर दबंगई तथा पालघर-साधुओं की हत्या का केस लड़ने वाल ेवकील की हत्या साबबत 

करती है कक प्रत्येक आवाज़ या तो दबाई गयी है या किर इन सवंेदनशील समाचारों को कुछ मलबरल और बबके हुए पत्रकारों द्वारा बदल 

कर टदखाया गया है। 

गुडडे, दंगाई, अवैध रूप से आये बांग्लादेशी, रोटहजं्ञाओं को सरकारी जमीन पर बसाने, बचाने, उन्हें राशनकाडि, वोटरकाडि, मेडडकल काडि 
आटद मुहैया कराने में मुध्स्लम नेता लगे हुए हैं, ध्जन्हें टहजड़-ेटहन्द ूनतेाओं का मजबूर समथिन भी प्राप्त है। ककतने ही अवैध रूप से मज़ार 
और मध्स्जद मसिि  सरकारी जमीनों पर ही नही,ं टहन्दओंु और मंटदरों की जमीन पर बनाये गए हैं। कोटि के 'स्टे-आडिर' के बाद भी पुणेश्वर 
मंटदर की जमीन पर, मध्स्जद का ननमािण कायि जारी हैं। इन अवैध ननममित मज़ारों, मध्स्जदों, मकानों, झोपडड़यों को तुड़वाना तो दरू 
इसके संदभि में पत्रकारों एवं टहन्दओंु की ववरोधी-आवाजों को भी माईनो समथथित सरकार द्वारा दबा टदया जा रहा है। इसी प्रदेश में एक 

'पहाड़ी लड़की' जो अपने दम पर अपने कायि-क्षेत्र में आगे बढ़ी है, ड्रग-माकिया, अननैतकता एवं 'मतृक-सुशान्त' के बारे बोलने के कारण 

न मसिि  धमकाई गयी है, बध्ल्क उसे घोर आथथिक क्षनत भी पहँुचाई गयी है। मोदी को फ़ामसस्टवादी कहने वाल,े अमभव्यध्क्त की आजादी 
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का समथिन करने वाल,े स्त्री-सम्मान और अथधकार पर भाषण देने वाले, अवॉडि वापस करने वाल,े मलबरल पत्रकार गैंग सभी चुप्पी साध े

हुए हैं। दाऊद-थगरोह, ड्रग-माकिया, सजंय-राउत, अबू-आज़मी, उद्धाव ठाकरे की शमिनाक कारस्तानीयों की बहुत सी कहाननयाँ महाराष्र 

की हवा को ववषैला बना रही हैं। 

मशवसनेा,कोंग्रेस और शरद पवार जाने ककस लोभ से महाराष्र के टहन्दओंु का वोट लेकर भी टहन्दओंु को ही ववमभन्न तरीके से प्रताडड़त 

कर, उन्हें नीचा भी टदखा रही है। मुध्स्लम नतेाओं की दबंगई, गंुडागदी और फ़ामसस्ट वादी मसद्धातंों को अमल में लाते हुए उद्धव 

सरकार, मराटठयों के आत्मसम्मान को कुचलने से भी पीछे नही ंहट रही है। सरकार ने पालघर-साधुओं के हत्या काडड की तरह ही जब 

सुशांत की मौत को भी रिा-दिा करना चाहा तो जगह-जगह से आवाजें उठने लगी। 

उद्धव सरकार का दोगलापन, बॉम्बे पमुलस की लापरवाही, साधुओं एवं वकील की सुननयोध्जत हत्या के बाद, भारत के लोगों के सामन े

महाराष्र का कुशासन आ ही गया था, इसीमलए बबहार की जनता द्वारा सी.बी.आई.जाचँ की माँग उठाई गई। अपनी ममट्टी पलीद होत े

देख महाराष्र सरकार ने इसे रुकवाने की जी-तोड़ कोमशश भी की है... परन्तु ..च्च.. च्च....सौ प्रनतशत सिलता नही ंममल पाई । सत्ता के 

नशे में मत्त, सत्तारूढ़ ये भूल गये कक बबहार, यू.पी.तथा टहमाचल में चुनाव भी है इसमलये कोई भी नतेा महाराष्र के इस अनैनतकता भरे 
कारनामों को ननध्श्चत ही हवा दे कर लोंगों का जन समथिन प्राप्त करना चाहेगी।  

बबना सोचे-समझे ताकत-प्रदशिन कर, इस बार महाराष्र की 'बत्रकोणी माईनो समथथित सरकार' ने एक तीखी-ममची चबाने की कोमशश की 
है ध्जसे "भूत-झलकौंन ममची” कहते हैं।....िुह.. िह..िुह...फ़ू.. िंू.... उफ्ि... इस बार दादाथगरी करने वाली िामसस्टवादी, जुमि से 

संपकृ्त महाराष्र सरकार ये नहीं समझ पायी कुछ ममचों का असर मसिि  मँुह तक ही नही,ं बध्ल्क बहुत ववस्ततृ होता है। सम्पणूि शरीर में 
मध्स्तष्क से लेकर तलवे तक अपना असर टदखाता है। 

 समय की नज़ाकत, चुनावों और चुनौनतयों के दौर के अतंराल में "भूत-झलकौंन-ममचि" चबाने का पररणाम पालघर साधु एवं उसके वकील 

के हत्याकांड के हत्यारों को छुपाने जैसा सहज नही ंरहा है। यह घटना सुशातं-हत्या काडड तक सीममत न रह कर, ड्रग्स्मग्लर, मसने-जगत 

के साथ-साथ राजनीनत में भी कुनबापरस्ती, दो राज्यों के बीच पुमलस प्रशासन के अहं का टकराव, कें द्र-सरकार की सवोच्चता, राज्य 

सरकार द्वारा सत्ता का घातक दरुुपयोग, ववमभन्न असवंैधाननक ननमािण एवं दवंमसकरण का कायि, रोटहजं्ञा-घुसपटैठयों को सुववधाओं के 

साथ बसान ेकी साध्जशों को भी उजागर कर चुकी है। 

 जग-जाटहर है, संजय, उद्धव, अबू आज़मी और अन्य धतूि-ग़द्दार नतेाओं ने ध्जस "भूत-झलकौंन ममची" को चबाया है उस ेपचाना 
मुध्श्कल हो रहा है। यह "ममचि" दोहरा-ववस्िोटक, अध्ग्नप्रसारक रॉकेट के रूप में भी काम कर, बत्रकोणीय, 'शरद-सोननयाँ-उद्धव' सरकार 
के पाचनतंत्र-प्रणाली को प्रभाववत कर, अन्दर ही अंदर उन्हें ददि और बबासीर की बीमारी दे कर, नाचने के मलए बादय कर दे रही है। 

 महाराष्र सरकार का अराजकता से पररपूणि तानाशाही, गंुडागदी, सत्ता का दरुुपयोग, नीच-व्यवहार की कटटबद्धता के अहंकार ने वहा ँ
के टहन्द-ूलोंगों को एवं अन्य राज्यों से आये कममियों को असुरक्षक्षत-अपमाननत महसूस कराया है, ध्जसे समय ही सुधार सकता है। आज 

सम्पूणि भारतीयों के बीच महसूस हो रहा है कक टहन्दओंु एवं मशवाजी की सतंानों की स्वायत्तता की रक्षा के मलए, गुडडों, रोटहजं्ञाओं और 
दाऊद-गैंग से वहाँ के साधारण लोगों, साधुओं, कलाकारों, प्रवासी-कममियों को बचाने के मलए महाराष्र में इस अननैतक-अयोग्य बत्रकोणी 
सरकार को हटा कर राष्रपनत शासन लागू ककया जाए। प्रशासननक व्यवस्था में व्याप्त भ्रष्टाचार, अननैतकता, हत्यायें, एक्सटॉशिन, ड्रग-

माकिया, असंवैधाननक-भूमम अथधग्रहण आटद पर लगाम लगाने के मलये राष्रपनत-शासन महाराष्र की आवश्यकता बन चुकी है। 
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"चीनी-चीनी' 

 

“बबन चीनी सँसार में,नहीं ममठाई कोय, चीनी बढ़े जो रक्त में,मधुमेह ही होय।“ 

ये चीनी बहुत ही रोचक पदाथि है, उसके बबना ककसी त्योहार का आनन्द नही है। बचपन में एक नारा सुना था "टहदंी-चीनी भाई-भाई",परन्त ु

इसका अथि समझ में नही ंआया था। पनुः बड़ों को बहस करत ेसुनती थी कक चीन और पाककस्तान के साथ लड़ाई हो रही है, नतब्बत पर 
चीन ने अथधकार कर मलया आटद-आटद I चूँकक पूरे मोहल्ल ेमें एक ही रेडडयो था तो घर में औरतों की और बरामदे पर वपताजी के दोस्तों 
की भीड़ समाचार आने के समय लगी रहती थी। अजीब समय होता था, भीड़ में सभी लोगों की भावनाएँ एक सी ही होती थी,"देश के 

दशु्मन को कैस ेहराया जाए"। 

कभी -कभी बड़ ेसे नक्से को बबछा कर उस पर एक-दसूरे को समझाते देखती थी, अपने मलए ये बातें नतलस्मी दनुनयाँ से कुछ कम नही ं
थी, परन्तु जब मौका ममलता सुनती बहुत दयान से थी ताकक अन्य बच्चों की टोमलयों में अपने सनसनी-खेज, अधकचड़ ेज्ञान का उदबोधन 

कर, आज कल के नतेा "राहुल गाँधी" की तरह ही कुछ भाषणबाजी कर पाऊँ। 

आज उन बातों को याद कर कािी हँसी आती है, खास कर जब काँग्रेस के ककसी प्रमुख नतेा या "राहुल" का कोई ट्वीट ककसी 'अतंरराष्रीय' 

या देश के 'अदंरूनी समस्याओं' के बारे में पढ़ती हँू। मोदी जी पर तंज कसने वाल ेराहुल या कांग्रेसी ये भूल जाते हैं कक 'चीन' का भारत 

के बॉडिर के अत्यन्त करीब आ जाना या भारत के बहुत बड़ ेभूभाग, अक्साई चीन या नतब्बत पर कब्जा उन्ही ंके खानदान की कारस्तानी 
का टहस्सा है। 

पाककस्तान और चीन दोनों की ववस्तारवादी नीनत को उत्प्रेरण, अवसर एवं सुभीता देने का कायि भी काँग्रेमसयों की स्वाथी, सामंतवादी-
नेहरू-खान-गाँधी-पररवार की ही देन है। सीमा पर अपनी सनेाओं को सुव्यवध्स्थत सुववधाओं से अभावग्रस्त रख, घुसपटैठयों के अन्दर 
आने पर भी उसके खखलाि सख्त कदम न उठाना, दशु्मनों के मनोबल को बढ़ाता रहा है। 

आज जब मीडडया की अथधकता के कारण हर प्रकार की सकारात्मक तथा नकारात्मक खबरें टहदंसु्ताननयों की समझ में आ रही है, तो 
कोंग्रेमसयों के सारे गुप्तरोग भी सरेआम जनता के सामने आ रहे हैं।  

माओबादी ड्रैगन का ववस्तारवाद, पाककस्ताननयों का ध्जहादी आतकंवाद या कक्रध्स्चयननटी धमिपररवतिन का धूतिता भरा पाखंड ये सभी 
काँग्रेमसयों की खासकर अंटोनोननयो माईनो की कू्रर-धूति शानतर चालबाध्जयों का ही पररणाम है। एक कहावत है :- 

"अथधक लोभ मत कीध्जए, अथधक लोभ दःुख खान, अथधक लोभ से शीश पर, चलता चक्र महान।" 

परन्तु ये कहावत देश को लूट कर खाने वालों को या ववदेशी-दशु्मन देशों से गुपचुप समझौता करने वालों को याद नही ंरहा, शायद यही 
कारण है कक वे अपनी उदरपनूति के मलए बेटहसाब समझौते कर स्वयँ के अथि का बहीखाता बढ़ाने में लगे रहे हैं। 

स्वाटदस्ट ममष, मक्खन, ममष्टान्न भोजन से ननरंतर उदरपनूति होने से बदहजमी, उच्चरक्तचाप, मधुमेह आटद होना भी स्वाभाववक ही 
है। इतनी सारी बीमाररयों को दरू करने के मलए इन्सुमलन का इंजेक्शन, करेल ेका रसपान और अन्य दवाईयों के कड़वी खुराकें  स्वाभववक 

रूप से आवश्यक है। 
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अब इस एकछत्र टहटलरवादी परंपरा का पालन करने वाली माईनो पररवार के लोंगों को स्वयँ के ववमभन्न तथा गुप्तरोगों का इलाज 

कष्टप्रद प्रतीत हो रहा है। सदैव शहद खाने वाल े माईनो पररवार उिि  काँग्रेस-पररवार को कई कड़वी दवाईयाँ ममलने के कारण उनका 
मानमसक संतुलन भी बबगड़ रहा है ध्जसका प्रमाण माईनो पररवार तथा उनके चाटुकारों द्वारा टदये गए अटपटे वक्तव्य, ताने और 
धमककयाँ हैं। 

बी.ज.ेपी शामशत प्रदेशों में भी लोगों को गुमराह करने, बतेकुी बयानबाज़ी, आगज़नी, दंगे, टहन्दओंु एवं टहन्दओंु के धमिस्थल पर 
लोकतांबत्रक आजादी के नाम पर 'ये' (कोंग्रेस पामलत आतंकी गुडडे) तोड़-िोड़ करवाने के मलए आमादा हैं।  

कांग्रेस शामशत या वामपथंी सरकार द्वारा शामशत प्रदेशों में टहन्दओंु के मानवाथधकार, ववचारों की अमभव्यध्क्त, प्रेस एव ंराष्रवादी 
पत्रकारों को वहाँ के सरकार के ववरोध में या उनके कुकमों के बारे में बोलने की आजादी नही ंहै। कोंग्रमेसयों के खास कर माईनो पररवार 
के ववरुद्ध बोलने वालों की वपटाई, हत्या, जेल मामूली बातें हो गयी हैं। यही लोग मोदी को गाली देत ेहैं। अमभव्यध्क्त की आजादी के 

नाम पर भड़काऊ और देश को तोड़ने वाली बयानबाजी करते हैं। टहन्दओंु के खखलाि जहर उगलते हैं।  

गंुडागदी, टहटलरशाही के प्रतीक माईनो और उसके समथिकों द्वारा टहन्दओंु की आस्थाओ ंको चोट पहँुचाया जा रहा है, उनके इलाकों में 
टहन्दओंु की औरतें-बेटटयाँ या दमलत सुरक्षक्षत नही ंहैं। उनकी आवाज़ को कुचला जा रहा है, पुमलस वालों के सामने भी हत्यायें होती है, 

दंगाईयों, गुडडों, ध्जहादी इस्लाममयों की गलनतयों को नजरअंदाज ककया जाता है।  

आतकंवाद,पाककस्तान-चीन आटद की भाषा बोलने वाली पाटटियों के नतेा संववधान, देश के काननू, सरकारी सम्पवत्तयों, टहन्दओंु, टहन्द-ू

मंटदरों को ननरन्तर अपमाननत, लांनछत और दवंमसकरण का अभद्र कायि कर रहे हैं। यही ओछी प्रवनृतयों वाल ेलोग जब संववधान एव ं

जनतंत्र की रक्षा की बात करते हैं तो अत्यतं हास्यास्पद ही लगता है। 

बेबसी का िायदा उठाने वाल ेकट्टरपंथी-प्रववृत्तयों वाली समुदाय जो अपनी जल्लादी प्रववृत्तयों के कारण कही ंभी ककसी भी देश में 
आतकंकयों, बलात्काररयों, हत्यायों और अराजकता का पयािय बन रहे हैं वो भला ककस जनताबंत्रक देश में रहने के भी हकदार होते हैं और 
ककसका भला कर सकते हैं? ये तो सहनशीलता की पराकाष्ठा को चररताथि करने वाल े टहदंसु्तान के टहन्दओंु की ही उदारता है कक 

घुसपटैठयों और ववदेमशयों को देशवामसयों की ही संज्ञा दे कर, सुववधा और संवैधाननक अथधकारों से संवार कर संरक्षण भी टदया हुआ है। 
ककसी इस्लाममक या ईसाई देशों में तो ऐस ेमज़हबी कट्टर समुदायों को घुसन ेभी नही ंटदया जाता है न ही नागररकता दी जाती है। 

इस्लामी या ईसाई समुदाय की अपनीअंदरूनी मजहबी या ररलीध्जयस बुराईयाँ इन्हें अदंर से खोखला कर, बेलगाम- बबिरता का बादशाह 

बना चुकी है। संस्कारहीन, कू्रर प्रववृत्तयों के पोषक समुदाय की संख्याओं की बढ़ोतरी भी मसिि  कू्ररता और बबिरता को ही बढ़ाती है जो 
उदारवादी टहन्दओंु के मलए खतरनाक और जानलवेा होता जा रहा है।  

ये ईसाइयों और मुसलमानों के जलन की हीन भावना ही है कक डेढ़ या दो हज़ार साल के उम्र वाल ेमझहब/ररमलजन द्वारा टहन्दओंु और 
टहन्द-ूसनातन-धमि को जो लाखों वषों से अपनी शे्रष्ठता के कारण जमीन से जुड़ी हुई है, उस ेनीचा टदखाना और खत्म करना चाहती है। 
पररणाम का तो पता नहीं परन्तु इतना तो कहा ही जा सकता है कक -"बुरे काम काम का बुरा नतीजा"। 

 "लूट-खसोट, गंुडागदी, अनतक्रमण, बालात अवधै अथधग्रहण से अमीर तो बना जा सकता है परन्तु शाध्न्त के समथिक, सनातन-टहन्द-ू

धमि के मसद्धांतों को ,ववचारों को अपनाए बबना न तो मानवतावादी संस्कार सुरक्षक्षत है न ही प्रकृनत, पथृ्वी, ववश्व या अंतररक्ष। 
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ककसी भी देश में सुव्यवध्स्थत शासन व्यवस्था बनाये रखने के मलए धमि के नाम पर मज़हबी उन्माद, शध्क्तशाली देशों के छद्म से 

पररपूणि ववचार, ववस्तारवादी राजनीनत तथा आक्रातंक प्रवनृत का त्याग ननतान्त आवश्यक है। पड़ोसी देशों के साथ भी संबधं तभी अच्छे 

हो सकते हैं जब पड़ोसी देश ममत्रता के नाम पर पीठ में छुरा घोंपने, धोखा देने, देश के अंदरूनी टहस्सों में अलगाववादी समूहों को उकसान े

या आतंकवादी गनत-ववथधयों को बढ़ावा देने के कुध्त्सत कायि न करें जैसा कक पाक या चीन द्वारा ककया जा रहा है। 

सम्पूणि ववश्व में राजनीनतक संतुलन, शाध्न्त, समधृ्दद, वसुधवै कुटुम्बकम की भावना का प्रत्यारोपण, शानंत का उपासक, संतधु्ष्ट का 
पोषक, सत्य-सनातन सटदयों पुरानी टहन्द-ूवैटदक-धमि की मान्यताओं के अनुशरण से ही सम्भव हो सकती है। मानवतावादी भावना का 
ववकास जो टहन्द ूधमि का मूल मंत्र है, उसी के द्वारा ही मानवाथधकारों को भी सुरक्षक्षत रखा जा सकता है। आतंक, बालात, बबिरता पर 
आधाररत मझहब, ररमलजन या ववचारधारा कभी ममठास या शाध्न्त नही ंला सकती है। 

सत्य-सनातन-प्राकृनतक-पुरातन वटैदक संस्कारों से पररपूणि संतोष और अपररग्रह की भावना से पररपूणि धमि ही "चीनी" की बीमारी को 
खत्म कर, जीवन में चीनी की ममठास घोल सकती है।  
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चलते चलात े

"चुनावी-चूना”  

 

 

  

 

  

'ये"ववमभन्न,ववशषे,सुववधा से ननत्य नवाजे ही जाते हैं, 
वोट टहन्दओंु का फ्री में ले,नतेा टहन्द ूको छलते हैं ? 

 

कोंग्रेमसयों की,धतूि-कुचालें,गुपचुप बहुत चली है,भाई, 

जान न पाये,ककतने मंटदर,बदल चचि-मध्स्जद बन आई। 
 

पत्रकाररता पर पाबदंी,सजा घखृणत,ककतनों ने पाई, 

भडडािोड़ न हो जाये,सो धमकी है,ककतनों को आई। 
 

िूलें-िलें ध्जहादी कैस,ेकक्रध्श्चयन भी ककतने हरजाई, 

दे कर दगा टहन्दओंु को ही ,कोंगे्रस ने सरकार चलाई। 
 

नही ंवदे,गीता,रामायण,न पुराण,उपननषद पढ़ाई, 

पाठ्यक्रमों में जाने कैस ेबाइबल औ कुरान ले आई? 

 

सुववधा-ववशषे,स्कॉलरमशप,उम्र की सीमा,छूट है भाई, 

ननयम कठोर,समय की सीमा,टहन्द ूके टहस्स ेहै आई। 
 

एक देश के वासी हैं तो ननयम एक-सा रहना भाई, 

'पसिनल लॉ",सवंवधान से,हटना बहुत जरूरी भाई। 
 

दंगे-फ़साद,आगजनी-लूट,अपहरण-बलात्कार-हत्यायें, 
लव-ध्जहाद,के मुल्ले-लड़के,इन परअकुंश होना भाई। 
 

कू्रर-ध्जहादी-मुल्ले-पादरी,पसरे नतलचट्टों-सा,साईं 

नाम अल्पसंख्यक का ले 'ये'कमि करे,दीमक के नाईं। 
 

महाराष्र,केरल,पजंाब,तममलनाडु,आसाम,बंगाल, 

टदल्ली है औ राजस्थान,टहन्द-ूउठ,तो,हो सुनवाई। 
 

पूवि ननयोध्जत धतूि-चाल से,चुनावी-सोननयाँ-सनेा आई, 

टहदं!ूटहमाचल,य.ूपी.,बबहार के,चेत"ये"चनूा लगाने आई। 
 

डॉ सुमंगला झा। 

"चनुावी-चनूा” 

 
ढाक के तीन पते्त भाई,चनुाव,चापलूसी,चनूा-पतुाई, 

मुद्रा,मुल्ले,और मुस्टंडाई,दमलत,दबंगई और दंगाई। 
 

बेबस-स्त्री,ब्राह्मण-खत्री,वपसत ेइनके बीच में आई, 

वोट संभल के देना भाई,मौसम धूति-चालाक की आई। 
 

हर नेता का भाषण भाई,लोभ वोट का लकेर आई, 

पर तुम मसिि  देश के टहत में,अपना वोट डालना भाई। 
 

कुछ दृश्यों को याद करो,महाराष्र,टदल्ली में है छाई, 

खोलो येआंखें ननटंदयाई,जगो-सतकि ,चुनाव है भाई। 
 

"नेता-वादा,चनुाव-चलन,चनूा लगाने का है प्रचलन, 

'चुनावी-चोंचल-ेचालबाजी,करीने से सजायें हैं भाई। 
 

चालाकी से,चीजें-फ्री कह कर,धोखा 'ये' देते हैं भाई, 

पेरोमलयम,प्याज,गैस की,चचाि,नेता हैं,ये करती आई 

 

संववधान में,टहन्द-ूधमि को पूणि सुरक्षा नही ंहै,भाई, 

न कोई अथधकार ववशषे, नही ंसुरक्षक्षत है पररवेश। 
 

कोंग्रेस राज्य में,सत्यवचन की,न कोई आज़ादी भाई, 

टहन्द-ूहत्या,लुटते-मंटदर,प्रथा-दबंगई,चलती आयी। 
 

बॉम्बे में मुल्लों की हस्ती,टहन्द ूनही ंसुरक्षक्षत भाई, 

बबना शति,दे वोट ये टहन्द,ूकिर भी शोवषत होती आईं। 
 

मुसलमान को खुश,करने को,कोंगे्रस है,उदार बनआई, 

संववधान में, प्राववधान दे,पसिनल लॉ,जोड़ कर भाई। 
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भागत ेभूत की लंगोटी 

 

मोदी और सोननया की नज़रों में सरदार साहब की मूनति का महत्त्व : आज कल की राजनीनत कुछ अजीब सी हो गयी है।  
एक ओर जहा ँपुस्तनैी रूप से राजननैतक रोटी सेंकने वालों की दकुाने बदं 

होती जा रही है, वहीं कुछ राजनैनतक दल अपनी अध्स्तत्व को प्रासाथंगक 

बनाने का अथक प्रयास कर रहे हैं।  ऐसी ही कुछ हालत कांग्रेस की हो गयी 
है।  जहा ँअंटोननयो माइनो उफ़ि  सोननया गांधी अपने चाटुकारों के बीच 

ककसी भी तरह एक राजमाता से कम नही ंहैं, वहीं  पप्पू उफ़ि  राहुल की 
तुलना बस प्रधानमंत्री से ही की जाती है; चाहे उसमे रत्ती भर की प्रनतभा हो 
या न हो।     

एक बार राजमाता जी के चाटुकार अपनी मालककन के राजनैनतक सूझ-बझू 

तथा प्रनतभा का पररचय देते हुए उनकी तलुना मोदी जी से कर बैठे कक 

दोनों की नज़रों में सरदार साहब का क्या महत्त्व है।  नतीज़ा सामने है I 

 

 

पप्पू की पोटली : क्षमा करें ! यहाँ पप्पू का अमभप्राय राहुल गांधी से नही ंवध्ल्क एक बचकानी सोच से है।  ऐसी ही सोच रखने वाल ेएक 

बच्चे को एक लावाररस पोटली ममली। उसके खुशी का टठकाना नही ंरहा।  पोटली उठाए वह चहकता हुआ चल पड़ा I आगे सर पर पोटली 
मलए जा रहे कुछ और लोग उस ेममले जो धीमी गनत से जा रहे थे।  पप्पू तपाक से बोल उठा 'अरे सुस्त लोगो ! मुझे देखो ! मैं ममनटों में 
कैसे मीलों पार हो जाता हँू।'  एक बजुुगि ने कहा- "बटेा ! पोटली 
पोटली में िकि  होता है।  हमारी पोटली लेकर चलने से तुम भी 
धीमे हो जाओगे"। सामने एक नदी थी।   

पप्पू ने अपनी काबीमलयत का पररचय देने के मलए पोटली 
बदली, आव देखा न ताव, तजेी से नदी में अपने कदम बढ़ाए 

और चल पड़ा अपना पुरुषाथि टदखाने। बीच नदी में जब उस 

नए पोटली के भार से वह डूबन ेलगा तो लोगों ने आकर बचाया और एक सीख दी। "बटेा ! कुछ बोलने और करने से पहले थोड़ा सोच-

समझ मलया करो।  हर वक्त लोग तुम्हें बचाने नही ंआएँग।े"  

क्या पप्पू के समझ में यह बात आई ? क्या पप्पू भववष्य के मलए कुछ सीख पाएगा ? 


