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Defeated? US and their NATO Allies Leave Afghanistan 

 

 

On February 29, 2020, the United States and the Taliban signed a so-called peace agreement in Doha, Qatar, officially 

titled the ‘Agreement for Bringing Peace to Afghanistan’. The agreement was believed to be largely in the interest of 

the Allied Forces troops withdrawal but lopsided for the 

Afghan Government, leaving them almost defenceless. It 

had four parts:- 

1. Prevent the use of Afghan soil by terrorist groups 

against the US and its allies. 

2. Lay-down a timeline for the withdrawal of all foreign 

forces from Afghanistan 

3. To start an intra-Afghan talks between Govt and 

Taliban and  

4. Work-out a permanent and comprehensive ceasefire 

with joint political roadmap. 

The first two parts were exclusively in the interest of US and Allied Forces that they should not be attacked while 

winding out and pulling out of the country…and why not? More than 3700 soldiers of the Allied Forces had already 

laid-down their lives in a war that they most of them had nothing to do. USA soldiers alone suffered about 22000 

casualties (dead or wounded). Almost all participating allied forces had suffered some or other casualties. The 

coalition nations having laid-down 10 lives or more as on 18 May 2020, are mentioned in the text box below. 

The third part of the so-called peace agreement involving intra-Afghan talks remained shaky and fourth part never 

materialised as Taliban has already gained control over the major parts of the country. Recently, Taliban is proposing 

a conditional cease-fire asking Afghan Govt as below:- 

a. To release all 7000 Talibani prisoners from jail,  

b. Bring Taliban in power sharing with the govt.  

c. Change the constitution to make it purely Islamic and 

d. Take out the Taliban terrorists out of the UN terrorist list.  

Afghan leadership knows very well that all the released Taliban fighters & terrorists will straightway join the Talibani 

fighting force hence, are not biting the bait. They have asked Taliban to cooperate with the govt and be flexible for 

the benefit of the nation. Govt has also warned Taliban that they will not be permitted to capture the nation by force. 

Allied Forces killed (>10) in Afghanistan as on 18 May 20 

 USA: 2,355;  UK: 456;  Canada: 157;  France: 88;  Germany: 62; 

 Italy: 53;  Poland: 44;  Denmark: 43;  Australia: 41;  Spain: 35; 

 Georgia: 32;  Romania: 26;  Netherlands: 25;  Turkey: 15; 

 Czech Republic: 14;  New Zealand: 10;  Norway: 10. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgia_(country)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgia_(country)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Czech_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Czech_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norway
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It is a fact that by 2018, the allied forces assisted Afghan forces had lost their control over a large parts of the country 

as shown in the box opposite (as mentioned in a current Pentagon report, 

extracts from Long War Journal Oct 2020). However, even before the US 

led NATO and Allied forces were preparing to leave, Taliban had already 

shown its actual colour of why they were ‘not to be trusted upon’. Taliban 

forces had started moving physically and capturing the important 

locations, installations, camps and districts vacated by coalition. They 

attacked some, applied psychological pressure over many others to 

compel them to give-in without a fight. Videos were circulated by Taliban 

that they had already captured several districts and that in most cases, 

the scared Afghan military willingly surrendered to them by handing over 

their Arms, ammunition and abandoning the posts/camps.   As a result, 

almost 3 months before the allied forces left, on 15 Apr 21 to be precise, 

BBC had aired a story of Taliban view of having ‘defeated the US led 

forces’. One may debate whether they were the one who defeated or the 

US led NATO forces…or the latter lost their steam and hence, the campaign…but it is true that the objectives with 

which US led NATO forces had occupied Afghanistan…remained un-achieved, unfulfilled.  

 

The reason for Taliban resurgence in the mid-2010s are many. Many experts believe that the US led Allied Forces 

continued treating the symptoms in their military campaign whereas the disease process continued…and that disease 

was Pakistan. Taliban and their splinter terrorist groups obtained their desperately needed support from Pakistan. 

Pak Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) funded and controlled most of the Jihadi networks both in Pakistan and 

Afghanistan…including the Haqqani network. All major attacks on the allied forces and foreign embassies were 

believed to have been carried out at the behest of the Pak ISI or with their knowledge. Top most US military 

commanders knew it, yet they did not take any direct action against the perpetrator, Pakistan. Ex-Prez of Afghanistan 

Mr Ashraf Ghani spoke of the Pakistani hands in no uncertain terms but they could not have taken action. As late as 

mid July 21, Afghan Prez blamed Pakistan in the very presence of Imran Khan of having sent ~10,000 Jihadi fighters to 

Afghanistan to assist the Taliban. Pakistan played the double game with the US leadership all through. All important 

operatives of Al-Qaida and Taliban found their sanctuary and safe heavens in Pakistan and worse…Pakistani leadership 

continued feigning ignorance…incl those of sheltering the top-most ‘wanted’ terrorist Bin laden and Mullah Omar.  

It was only in 2018-19 that President Trump spoke of Pakistani acts of duplicity. But it was too late. By this time, US 

led allied forced were in no position to fight both Afghan terrorists and Pakistan. They neither had intent, resources 

or the capacity to do so with the handful of the largely demoralised forces. Having carried away the numerous body 

bags, the Americans have been looking at some ‘face-saver’ way of exit and they got it the worst way they could have 

ever imagined… by signing a peace deal with Taliban…the ones against whom they had come to Afghanistan…to root 

them out. But that did not happen. There was a time in 2003-04 when the allied forces could have made an honourable 

exit but that is many of the the US blunders of the past. Now the Taliban is firmly rooted in Afghanistan and the Allied 
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Forces have to flee…in the disguise of the so-called ‘peace-deal’. Mighty Americans faced such reverses earlier in Iraq, 

Syria and now in Afghanistan. This must make every single nation to rethink whether it is worthy of sacrificing their 

men for the betterment of the Islamists? It may be worth pondering.  

The major timelines through the USA’s costliest ‘War on Terror’ are mentioned in the table below. 

 

It was a bygone conclusion that US led allied forces while ‘fleeing’ would leave a huge void. This creates a power 

vacuum in Afghanistan for all…whether the radicals and anti-democratic establishments to try a take-over or the 

neighbouring regional powers…be it Russia or China. India as of now, is out of race, actually it never was. It will be 

difficult for India to safeguard the over $3 billion worth of investment projects. Taliban is already threatening the few 

of the remaining territories and establishments still in the hands of the Afghan Forces, to surrender. The ‘not-so-

professional’ govt forces are holding a few bases and districts for now and surely there will be power struggle to take 

control of it too.  

All those people who have enjoyed the partial freedom of democracy in Afghanistan are under serious threats. Dark 

days of Taliban of late 1990s and early 2000s are looming large. Educated and employed women are under threat to 

retreat in to the anonymity of the four walls of their homes, as subservient to their men folks. Many women working 

in media, journalism and judiciaries have already been targeted and killed. Lowly placed women teachers and other 
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professionals in Afghanistan societies have been receiving messages…go back to the four walls or else... Whispers of 

wide-ranging threats have become loud enough to be heard by one and all. There are strong apprehensions of the 

closure of Women institutions incl Schools, Colleges and vocational training centres. Innocent men are in no better 

position either. The lives of all those who had earlier worked for the US led coalition, are in immediate danger.  

It seems Afghanistan is heading towards full-fledged civil war much sooner than later. There are already enough 

indicators to it…the fleeing civilians heading towards adjoining nations. Most of the international check posts have 

already been taken by Taliban…possibly with the concurrence of Pakistan. Thus a huge revenue has already started 

accruing part of which are likely to go to Pakistani terror network too. This is what Pakistan wants…a weaker 

Afghanistan to whom they can dictate the terms. Pakistan will love to push their Sunni radical and jihadi groups trained 

in their madrassas…to assist Taliban, Al-qaida and ISIS elements wracking havoc in Afghanistan… where they can 

operate freely under the instructions of Pak ISI. None other than Pakistani PM Imran Khan has instructed the fringe 

Jihadi groups in Afghanistan not to attack the advancing Taliban. When an Afghan minister talked of using Afghan Air 

Force to stop Taliban atrocities and their march ahead, Imran Khan threatened the Afghan minister that if they did 

so, Pakistani Air Force will not hesitate in attacking Afghan Air Force. This clearly indicates that Taliban is heavily 

supported by Pakistan. Thus Pakistan has become an open supporter of Talibani terror in Afghanistan. The writing is 

on the Afghan walls…’bye bye democracy…bye bye rule of law’. Hereafter, the Talibani radicals and jihadists 

coordinated by Pakistan will rule Afghanistan.  

Pakistan is a major stakeholder in the Afghani insurgencies. It houses nearly a million of the Afghan refugees who fled 

the war-torn state from the days of US led invasion in 2001. The US kept on looking for Osama bin Laden in each nuke 

and corners of Afghanistan. They were fooled by the Pakistani establishments who had been sheltering him in 

Abbottabad under close watch of the Military and the ISI. All major terrorist attacks in Afghanistan is believed to have 

been engineered by Pakistan either directly or indirectly. Pakistan would love to have a weak and destabilized 

Afghanistan so as to exploit their natural resources all along its 2670 km border. Their trade & transit to Turkmenistan 

and beyond is through Afghanistan. They are highly sceptical of Indian presence there…even if doing good. They fear 

encirclement by India in the times of any possible future action. The Indian govt would like to see a strong self-

sustaining Afghanistan, preferably led by their Pashtun majority constituting nearly 42%. Although radicalism is 

inherent to Islam, a strong Afghan govt may not permit the numerous jihadi factions who are flourishing at present. 

Being rich in natural resources of over 1,400 mineral fields, containing barite (BaSO4), chromite, coal, copper, gold, 

iron ore, lead, natural gas, petroleum, precious and semi-precious stones among many other minerals, it could be a 

self-sustaining nation.   

After all, what is the strength of Afghanistan that earlier made the Russians to leave unceremoniously and now the 

US led formidable allied forces of NATO are to retreat? Russian were driven out by the US and Saudi sponsored, 

Pakistan supported Mujahids who inflicted moderately high costs on them. But what lead the US led allied forces to 

exit? Afghan Taliban alone could not have sustained the attacks by the allied forces. They did have the backing of 

various other Islamic radicals and fundamentalists whether in Afghanistan itself or from Pakistan, Kashmir, Palestine, 

ISIS and the northern part of Africa. It is believed that Most of the Islamic nations are helping jihad in Afghanistan in 

some form or the other. If nothing else, a part of global Islamic contribution of ‘Jakat’ goes to them. Afghanistan is 

also a good source of opium cultivation. Most of the income of this grey economy eventually lands up in the hands of 

the terrorists incl those in Pakistan. 

Radical Islamic nations send their contributions too. As such Al-Qaida, ISIS, Iran & Pakistan have shown the world that 

despite sanctions, their terror networks remain intact and functional, they continue getting weapon to commit terror 

and that their Madrasas continue producing the home-grown radicals & Jihadists. These radicals and jihadists are 
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brainwashed to such extent that they don’t mind even blowing-up themselves, a trend so common in the Islamic 

Jihadists…be it Asia, Africa or elsewhere.    

Who are these bandits on the Afghan streets issuing threats and committing deaths so rampantly? It was supposed 

to be the humanitarian wing of Islamic Brotherhood, 

meant to help Muslims under various pretext of 

personal piety but it turned the other way. Islam of 

today is full of such inhuman jihadi organisations, 

over 170 of them. So, if the human face of todays’ 

Islam is that of a Bandit, who are these radicals? 

Radical Islam in Indian sub-continent dates back only 

to the 1920s with the Mawdudi’s subsequently 

founding the ‘Jamaat-al-Islami’ in British India, that 

finally led to emergence of Pakistan. The radical 

Islam gained ground after the Palestine struggle 

against Israel and became a sticking point between 

Muslim world and USA backing Israel. This is also believed to be resulting to 9/11 terror attack on the worlds’ strongest 

nation, the USA.  

It is a harsh reality now that Afghanistan will be heading back to Taliban mis-rule. As elsewhere in the Islamic world, 

the near 10% Jihadists duly supported by about 30% radicals, be it Taliban or the other groups, will control the 

remaining 60% population in Afghanistan. Anyone opposing, will be eliminated…as is happening in the Islamic nations 

elsewhere. The 20 yrs of democratic freedom of Afghanistan, even if limited, will be undone now. The civil war seems 

to be looming large that will make it absolutely weak, unstable and fractured…where Pakistan will have free hands. 

Power vacuum after US and their allies leave, is also likely to bring the Chinese for altogether a different reason. Their 

first concern is to pressurise the radical Islamic nations not to fuel the Uyghur fire. They will surely create their own 

border posts to make it difficult for the radical elements to cross over. With their Belt & Road initiative (BRI) offer 

they will show the fig leaves to the Afghans along with easy loans so as to make them fall in to debt trap…just like 

Pakistan, Sri Lanka and many other nations. Then the debt-ridden nation will fall in line with the Chinese dictats. 

Further, the rich Afghan natural resources of oil and mineral must be in the Chinese calculations too.  

Costs on the Americans were substantial both in terms of lives and monetary. The loss of lives have already been 

elaborated above and the financial costs too are huge. Although the financial aid to Afghanistan was just around $144 

billion, a rough estimate of the cost of US combat operations (including related regional support activities and support 

for Afghan forces) as of December 2020 stands at $824.9 billion since FY-2002. This is a really prohibitive cost and all 

these seems to have been gone worthless, for a naught. It is difficult to say who is victorious in these power game. 

The position of the democratic Afghan govt seems to be untenable. Afghan President’s recent visit to Washington has 

been anything but reassuring. President Biden has committed to leave about 600-odd US troops in Afghanistan for 

now…but what 60,000 could not do, 600 can surely not. These troops could be handy for safeguarding own embassy 

though. Hence, the vulnerability of Afghan remains…purely in the hands of the radical forces…the Taliban. 
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UN Must Make Perpetrators of Violence Pay for the many Famines 

 

Famine owing to the fury of natural calamities is understandable where very little are in the hands of the humanity. 

It could be owing to draught, floods or arid climate that may destroy the chances of cultivation to cause hunger. Under 

such circumstances the entire humanity must stand with the fellow men & women faced with the famine. However, 

famine and hardship created on the humanity due to violence, conflicts and wars is something avoidable. In the 21st 

century when Human Rights issues can be applied to anyone and everyone, the innocent public cannot be made to 

suffer due to the idiosyncrasy of a group or State. When violence created by these groups or States creates refugees 

to flee the conflict zones, the entire cost of their humanitarian aids must be apportioned on to the group that made 

them insecure and thus flee.  

It has become a trend in the recent years…the perpetrators make the innocent suffer with their livelihood and 

earnings terminated; their personal safeties and social securities challenged. Under such threats they have no 

alternative but to escape from their own territories. At the refugee camps, they become totally dependent on the 

NGOs, the State and the international humanitarian organisations to survive. The UN Food Mission must come to their 

assistance to prevent hunger and death. In the recent years and decades, far too many groups and nations have 

indulged in creating such conflict zones from where the innocent civilians had to flee be it Yemen, Syria, Somalia, 

Nigeria, Sahel region (Mali, Morocco, Niger, Burkina Faso, Chad and Algeria), South Sudan and so on.  

In most of these nations inhuman atrocities have caused the hardship and the perpetrators are largely the Islamic 

radicals and the Jihadists. Yemen, Syria, Somalia, Nigeria, Sahel region (Mali, Morocco, Niger, Burkina Faso, Chad and 

Algeria), are the examples of the Jihadists making the population flee to save their lives or the honour. On the other 

hand, there are non-Jihadist groups to creating the intense conflict zones amounting to genocides. There could be 

religious tinge in the violence or it could be sectarian. In the last few decades, we have witnessed the religious forms 

of genocides committed in Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Kashmir…for the non-Muslims to flee. We have also 

seen the Muslims being massacred in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Christians in the Middle-East (Report be British Home 

Secretary Geremy Hunt refers). Another religious tinged mass exit of the refugee was glaring from Rakhine state of 

Myanmar. However, many conflict zones also had other sectarian violence…like between Hutu & Tutsi in Rwanda, 

Nuer vs Dinka in South Sudan and of warring groups in Congo.  

In most of the cases where violence caused the people to flee, the villain has been the gun-tottering Jihadists. In most 

of the cases, they are fighting because someone has asked them to indulge in bigotry and fascism in their religious 

books. How can the world body allow it? If they have money to buy the sophisticated arms and ammunition to fight, 

why can’t they be compelled to compensate the innocent citizen who have to flee? A gun-tottering jihadi poster on 

the walls have become a common sight in many nations combines with a war cry “Alla-hu-Akbar”. Why should not 

they be forced by the international community to pay for the humanitarian aids?   

In Yemen both Sunni and Shia have been fighting for years to gain control of the nation and in turn, most if not all 

civilian population has suffered to the extremes of poverty. The former Jihadists are supported by Saudi and the latter 

by Iran. They have jointly killed about 2.5 lakh people, most as a result of direct violence and others succumbing to 

lateral causes. In Syria, the ISIS Jihadists are fighting with the Govt Forces. Even USA, Israel and Russia are in the war 

trying to kill one or the other group. NATO allies are directly or indirectly aiding the anti-govt forces. The net result is 

the complete destruction of Syria with millions fleeing the war zone. Somalia is riddled with Al-Shabab jihadi groups 

trying to commit genocide against the Christians and some other religious minorities. In Nigeria Boko Haram Jihadists 

are trying throw-out the more-or-less secular-looking govt forces with Muslim majority and Christian minority. In 
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Sahel region, the Jihadist forces of Mali, Morocco, Niger, Burkina Faso, Chad and Algeria have created a political 

instability, where economy of those nations have suffered immensely, further complicated by the unpredictable 

environment causing draught. 

Innocent lives lost in the name of Jihadists are inexcusable. Why should the god of ‘jihad’ be sued and taken to task? 

In a lighter vein, just like the Hindi film “OMG”, why should not numerous cases be filed against the founder of 

jihad…whether that be the Allah or Mohamed whom they call a prophet. How can they wage a war, commit genocide 

against the believers of other religions? Their religious books certainly spread hate, intolerance, bigotry and fascism 

against the believers of other faiths (The Counterviews, Issue 3:07; published at 

https://articles.thecounterviews.com/issues/issue_03_07/) …something that has put the entire world in the never-

ending fire of violence against the humanity…of one sect of Islam vs another, of Islam vs Christians, Islam vs Hindu, 

Islam vs Sikhs and so on. Today, Islam is at conflict with the most if not all other religions of the world. Why should 

the international bodies pay for the crimes committed by the jihadists? 

Same or similar are the situation in South Sudan and Congo the two major States where non-Jihadists are warring to 

cause hardship among the population. There the warring groups belong to the different sects of Christians but unlike 

the Jihadists, their wars are not for religion but hate and animosity against the other sects. Luckily, Christianity does 

not have hate and intolerance as inculcated in Islamic Jihad. In South Sudan it is ‘Nuer vs Dinka’ communities that are 

at the loggerheads after gaining freedom from the radical Islamic North Sudan.  In Congo, which otherwise is blessed 

with very rich fertile grounds, the traditional sectarian rivalries are making the security situations precarious, 

unsuitable for the farmers to undertake cultivation and flee from the conflict zone.  

It is the atrocities of the intolerant beasts who 

make the weaker groups to flee for their lives. 

These are the people who need humanitarian 

assistance because the stronger factions have put 

the others at risk. Most if not all factions or sects 

of Islam want to dominate over the others. There 

is hardly any sect who believe in peaceful and 

cordial living. There are 73 sects in Islam and there 

are more than 175 Jihadi organisations having 

allegiance to one or the other sects.  

Most of the Islamic nations have committed genocides of their religious minorities to the extent that they have 

vanished in thin air…and none have been held accountable, none brought to justice. Such is the fear of the barbaric 

Jihadists that the weaker factions invariably flee. So why should they not be held accountable for the misery of the 

weaker section who flee for their lives? In todays’ world, the Jihadists are armed with some of the most lethal weapons 

including guns, bombs, rockets, missiles and so on. The worst…they use brainwashed people to lay down their lives 

for the sake of Islam…as human bombs. They have huge sums of money to buy all these weapons. It is believed that 

in the nations harbouring Jihadists, there are sophisticated automatic weapons in almost all homes although food 

grain may not be there to feed the family. What makes them to spend so lavishly on the lethal weapon but can’t 

purchase food grain? It is because they know that UN sponsored World Food Program (WFP) will surely come to their 

aid. They have been using these tactics for decades. There are 57 Islamic countries to raise voice for the fellow 

Muslims.  
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If there is famine due to the natural causes, beyond the control of the humanity in any part of the world, the WFP 

must take lead to render timely assistance to prevent hunger death. WFP rendering nutritional assistance to school-

going children through the mid-day meals in the various nations, is surely a welcome step for the cause of the 

humanity. However, if the famine is due to the violence/war caused by groups or nations, the WFP outreach should 

be conditional…to make them pay for it. The UN / UNSC must incorporate this provision in the charter of the WFP. If 

the warring groups are not ready to reimburse the cost, UNSC must compel them to do so. Why should the world 

body and donor nations pay for atrocities committed by others?  

     

The map published in the year 2020 having ‘Hunger’ data of 2015-19 is placed above. Many Asian nations figure in 

the list and so are the Africans. It is also significant that most of the above nations having significant numbers of the 

Muslim population among whom the proportions of the Jihadist groups have been rising fast. It is well known that 

the Jihadists pose greater threats to the non-Islamic populations in the Muslim dominated nations with just one 

exceptions where the Jihadists have been made to bite the dust (Myanmar). 

It is unfortunate that United Nations, its Security Council, the various Human Rights Groups and the World Food 

Program has been ignoring the huge human and financial costs imposed by the Jihadists in the recent decades. Some 

of the non-Jihadist violence too have been the reasons of suffering in other nations. The time is come when the 

warring groups considered responsible for the famine, must be asked to compensate. Of course, Islamic Nations with 

57 votes at the UN will surely try to scuttle any such proposal. However, it is the need of the hour that for the grave 

famine in nations like Yemen, Syria, Afghanistan, Sahel, South Sudan and elsewhere, the warring groups and their 

supporters must be made to compensate with or without the assistance of the Security Council. Their international 

assets could be seized, their bank accounts could be frozen, their aids could be stopped…in fact any measure that 

could make them pay the cost of suffering that they inflicted, will be justified. If none of these actions are enough, 

then Security Council may form an allied force to cease their complete assets of war machinery.   
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Fact-Sheet of Modi Govt 2.0 (Pt-2 of 3; Continues from previous Issue 3:07) 

 

Health & Family Welfare. Even though the Health Department is under the respective State Govts, there is no doubt 

that Modi Govt 1.0 brought some life back to the almost lifeless health deptts of the govts. Initially providing the 

central aid, making compulsory the professional skills and the training level and then the dilapidated infra. Most if not 

all Distt and Sub-Divisional level hospitals got a face-lift. Accountability was assigned to curtail the monumental 

corruptions prevailing. All these were done with an objective…of later integrating with the “Ayushman Bharat” 

scheme…and they succeeded too to a large extent. These functionally defunct hospitals started performing to varying 

extents. All these were done with a vision that PM Narendra Modi had conceived. Dr Harsh Vardhan with his 2 stints 

and JP Nadda did well to roll-out the Ayushman Bharat” Scheme Pan-India. It was a massive achievement of the Modi 

Govt 1.0. Health started reaching to every citizen largely free of cost to those who were in SECC 2011 list. However, 

SECC 2011 was made under the Congress UPA and has plenty of loopholes. Numerous poor find their names missing 

and numerous rich Congis have their names included. This is one of the hurdles for all poor to be beneficiaries of 

PMJAY.  

Modi 2.0 too started on a positive note essentially furthering the achievements of Modi 1.0. Some of the decisions of 

Modi 2.0 annoyed many allopathic doctors such as abolition of Medical Council of India (MCI) and to replace with the 

National Medical Commission for policy making. Introduction of the Ayush ministry (Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy, 

Unani, Siddha-Sowa-Rigpa and Homoeopathy) in to routine public healthcare, authorising even carrying out surgeries 

brought many of the allopathic doctor’s bodies. However, these were anticipated in league with Newton’s 1st law of 

Inertia that gradually subsided. It was a reasonably good decision to integrate all branches of the traditional medicines 

in the Indian health care system where allopathy alone has been struggling to cope-up for centuries after the Muslim 

rulers had largely destroyed the flourishing Ayurveda and later the British brought in their own Allopathy. The Indian 

system of medicines have remained in oblivion since then. Thanks to Modi govt for giving a lease of life to Ayurveda 

that started its own higher institutions for scientific research. The new Govt Modi 2.0 had barely settled down when 

it was unsettled by the Chinese Wuhan Virus nCoV2.   

The pandemic rattled the world and India was one of the 

initial nations to have been hit. The entire timelines of 

Covid19 despair in India is shown in the text-box opposite. 

PM Modi again displayed his vision in setting-up the Covid 

Task force under PMO. It must have been the Herculean 

task of the Task force of the centre which did many 

improvements. Two groups were set-up independent of 

each other…the Covid Task Force Clinical Group to 

manage the medical care and the Science group to make 

India self-reliant in the various equipment, drugs and vaccines. The first group raised the hosp bed strength 10 times 

separately for Covid patients, augmenting the trained man-power of doctors, nurses and other health workers and 

ensured testing at war footing…initially for those showing symptoms and their close contacts and later for others. The 

Science groups made the pandemic an opportunity for self-reliance and export of testing kits, PPEs, Ventilators, 

Oxygen generators, pulse oximeters, sanitisers and so on.   

The second wave of Covid19 essentially by the Delta variant was a storm that everyone failed to visualise. Maharashtra 

Govt is the most culpable for their acts of omission & commission in which they tried their level best to hide the high 
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virulence of the new variant. They tried to wrap-up the higher morbidity, mortality and the complications of the new 

variant under the carpet. (The Counterviews; Issue 3:06 pp-8). As a result, neither the ICMR, Union Govt nor the State 

Govts could plan for the coming stormy wave of the Delta variant. It wreaked havoc. If anyone needs to be hanged 

for the culpability, it has to be the Maharashtra Govt.  

Vaccine development too was facilitated by the task force the fruits of which is now available for all…>45 Cr vaccine 

doses. As on 26th July 21, India seems to be in control of the vaccination drive as shown in the text-box below: - 

 

While ministry of Health & Family Welfare has done reasonably good in the management of Covid19, the minister Dr 

Harshvardhan failed miserably in his responsibility as the chairman of the WHO Exec Board. He could have handled 

the WHO with firmness to dismiss Dr Tedros who has been a Chinese mole in the WHO. He could also have initiated 

and independently transparent investigation in to the source of Wuhan Virus early last year and also initiated a 

commission to compensate the victims of Covid19 but he failed.  

One of the biggest achievements of Modi 1.0 & 2.0 has been in the medical education sector. While the number of 

the undergraduate seats have increased by approx. 56%, the PG seats have gone up by ~85%. The numbers of Medical 

colleges have increased. Their own infrastructures and faculties have been augmented to accommodate larger 

number of students. Several new medical colleges have been opened. AIIMS have more than tripled. This will surely 

pay dividends in the coming years and decades when these graduates will get their rural posting. For the first time, 

many of the PHCs would get a medical officer.  

All said, it must be realised that in all-round responsibility of the Health Minister of our nation, Dr Harshvardhan’s 

performance fell short of the expectations incl inability to foresee the 2nd wave of Covid19. He also failed the world 

at large in investigating the origine of the Corona Virus and fixating the onus of the spread of the pandemic. This could 

have held the perpetrator accountable to compensate the millions of Covid19 victims. He had to pay the price for his 

failures and was rightly removed from his post of cabinet minister. 

Ministry of Road & Transportation has been excellent in Modi 2.0 too. The specific works and infrastructures has 

been in the border areas. The present govt has tried its best. It is for the first time that sensitive parts of Ladakh has 

been connected with two all-weather roads both from Srinagar and Manali, with the rest of India. It is a huge 

development. The similar are the instances in North-East too. Both road and rail routes have been extended most of 

the areas adjoining both China and Bangladesh. The infrastructure development in the border areas especially 

adjoining China and Bangladesh have been immense. There are extensive lengths of the border roads, bridges created 

to link most of the villages which lacked a proper road in the 70 yrs of Indian independence. There are 63 infrastructure 

projects in Ladakh, 63 road bridges in 11 states, and 12 roads in north-east…that were inaugurated recently. it has 
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been a phenomenal journey of India in the infrastructure development in the recent years. Rail links were made to 

extend to all Indian states of North-East and by now the trains are running to all these states. Rail links were also 

made to extend to the neighbouring friendly nations of Bangladesh and Nepal. Even the long pending aspiration of 

our Sikh Community to link Kartarpur Saheb in Pakistan has been materialised in a very short span of time. Modi 1.0 

& 2.0 has ensured that the roads reach to each and every village. The efforts of Mr Nitin Gadkari, Min of Road transport 

must be lauded in this regard.  

 

 Gadkari Ji’s infrastructure development in the rest of the country also has been highly lauded by even the opponents 

of the Modi Govt. The national highways (esp to Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh), Sagarmala, the golden quadrilateral, 

State high ways, linking up of the remote villages…everything has been on his task. There is not a single state or Union 

Territory of India that has not had the benefits of his arduous infrastructure works. There is no wonder why Shri Nitin 

Gadkari is known by many as the “Bhagwan Vishwakarma of Kaliyug”.  

Ministry of Finance has suffered the most in the Covid times and it is not the India alone, the economy of the world 

has melted down in the pandemic. The entire world economy has suffered immensely, most of them going in to their 

negative GDP. The Finance minister has apparently done the best under the circumstances but not enough for the 

recovery to be remarkable. India suffered on many accounts. Firstly, huge amount of money had to be diverted to 

the ailing health sector. Secondly, the moment a national lockdown was imposed, the poor and the labour class of 

people had to be provided food and provisions for almost 8-9 months. Before the lockdown where the estimates of 

BPL families were only 8.5 Cr, those claiming govt Covid19 alimony numbered 80 Cr. LPG gas were given for free to 

the poor families. Direct Bank Transfer (DBT) were made to the poor for all these period. The third factor was the 

sheer enormous numbers of the Covid infections, testing, admissions and deaths owing to the 139 Cr population.  

The second wave again imposed lockdown by the concerned states when the same alimony was distributed again 

which is still going on in many states. Cost of the health infrastructures, treatment and now vaccination…all have to 

be borne by the govt with the earnings in limbo.  

Initially with Chinese Hostility, there were immediate emergency procurement of arms & ammunition for which 

substantial founds had to be spent. Thereafter the Covid19 lockdown and the ensuing shut-down of the unorganised 
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and the manufacturing sectors had a heavy impact on the economy. The MSME sector unable to absorb the impact, 

had to be provided economic relief.  

 

In the initial 2 months after the lockdown, a relief package of Rs 28 lakh Cr had been announced for both Gareeb-

Kalyan Yojna and the MSME revival by Jun 2020. It is expected that the overall economic burden on the govt due to 

Covid19 by now could be anything in the vicinity of about Rs 40 lakh Cr. That is a huge amount of loss to the economy. 

As and when the nation comes out of it intact, will be a miracle. However, the immediate needs of those adversely 

affected by the pandemic have been taken care of except one…the misery of the second wave for which all of us are 

culpable (Culpability for Covid19 deaths in India; The Counterviews; Issue 3:06; PP-8). 

Whatever be the final cost of Covid19 on the world incl India, that is unavoidable due to the raging pandemic. The 

economies of nations having smaller population and providing the protective cover of vaccination to at least 70% at 

the earliest, will be able to open their lockdowns at the earliest and in turn, recover faster. India being nearly the most 

populous country, will surely take time to vaccinate the required minimum population to break the chain of Covid 

transmission. Who knows? There could be another wave of totally different variants of Corona Virus that may again 

put the world economy topsy-turvy. The world economy will have to take all these factors in to account. Hence, any 

recovery of economy could be a guess at best.  

Many economists believe the cost of Covid19 on India will be substantial as it has 1.4 billion populations and that 

there are elements within the nation which will try to derail the recovery, through periodic disinformation and 

disruptions campaigns, just to put the Modi govt in a tight corner, under poor light. Mrs Seetharaman, the Finance 

Minister has done well to inject sufficient funds in to various manufacturing and other sectors that could hasten the 

recovery. Report card of Modi govt cannot be faulted on these accounts. The moment nation opens up from the lock-

down, surely most of the people who lost jobs, will get works. Unemployment will surely ease. However, she has 

missed the bus to generate mass-employment especially in the rural India through agricultural revolution (Works to 

all Indian Hands: Govt unable or unwilling? The Counterviews; Issue 2:04) but that did not happen.  

(…to be continued in the next issue 3:09) 
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सम्पादकीय 

                                                                                                                                             From the Editors Desk 

 

सम्पादकीय : 'बदलाव' 

 

"समय कभी ठहरता नहीं, ककसी के रोके रुकता नहीं"… यह ऐसा 
कटु सत्य है जजसे हर ककसी को स्वीकार करना ही होता है। लम्बी 
उम्र जीने वालों को सामाजजक, राजनीततक, वचैाररक एव ंतकनीकी 
पररवततन  देखने का भरपरू अवसर ममलता है। कभी ककस्से-कहातनयााँ, गप्पें, बातचीत, अड़ोस-पड़ोस से ममलना-जुलना 
हमारे दैतनक जीवन का दहस्सा हुआ करता था परंत ुआज ज्यादातर लोग अपने आप में ही मस्त रहत ेहैं। प्रचार-प्रसार 
के अतत आधुतनक यतं्रों ने जहााँ अपररचचत दतुनयााँ को एक-दसूरे के करीब लाया है वहीं वमैनस्यता में बढ़ोत्तरी के साथ-
साथ आस-पास के लोगों के बीच दरूरयााँ भी बढ़ गयी है। सामाजजक दरूरयों पर कुछ असर तो कोरोना ने भी ककया है 
जजसे इसी मतं्र स ेजानत ेहै" दो ग़ज़ की दरूी, मास्क है जरूरी"। ओमलपंपक खेलों के मलए सभी लोगों में उत्साह है। 
कभी ऐसा समय था कक एक-दो खखलाड़ड़यों के नाम को दरूभाष या पत्रों के द्वारा प्रकामशत ककये जाने पर ही जान पात े
थे, आज उनकी शक्ल भी देख पात ेहैं।  

कोरोना के कारण आज ओमलपंपक के खेलों को देखने वालों की भीड़ स्टेड़ियम में नहीं ददखाई दे रही है परन्त ुघर के 
टी.वी.स्रीन के कारण लोग उसका आनन्द ल े पा रहे हैं। भारत से भी बहुत बड़ी तादाद में खखलाड़ड़यों को खले 
प्रततयोचगताओं में दहस्सा लेने का मौका ममला है जो प्रत्येक भारतीयों के मलए गौरव का पवषय है। कभी खखलाड़ड़यों के 
पास जूत ेभी नहीं होत ेथे, आज उन्हें प्रत्येक सपुवधायें प्रदान करने की हर सम्भव कोमशश की जाती है। प्रधानमतं्री भी 
उनके हौसले बढ़ाने के मलए बढ़-चढ़ कर आगे आत ेहैं। खेल के प्रतत सामान्य लोगों की मानमसकता में पररवततन आने 
के कारण मसर्त  परुुषों ने ही नहीं यवुततयों ने भी अनेक खेलों में दहस्सा मलया है, मिैल जीत कर देशवामसयों को 
गौरवाजन्वत भी ककया है।  

खखलाड़ड़यों के प्रशसंकों के अलावे कुछ वामपथंी पत्रकारों का चचड़चचड़ापन भी खुल कर सामने आया है। अपने देश की 
पारम्पररक ससं्कृतत के सरंक्षण के साथ जजन लोगों की तस्वीरें दहन्द ूदेवी देवताओं के र्ोटो के साथ सामने आई हैं 
उस पर वामपचंथयों के घखृणत घदटया तजं अत्यतं तनदंनीय हैं। तजं कसने वाले वही लोग हैं जो भारत और सनातन 
धमत  की उदारता और महानता को स्वीकार करने के स्थान पर उसे नीचा ददखाने की कोमशश में लगे रहत ेहैं। खदु 
की शे्रष्ठता साबबत न कर पाने की चचढ़ में घदटयापन प्रदशतन करने वाले छद्मवेशी दजुतनों की कमी नहीं रह गयी है। 
दहदंसु्तानी खखलाड़ड़यों का मनोबल भी तोड़ने के मलए कुछ पत्रकारों द्वारा ओछी बयानबाज़ी तनदंनीय तो है ही, भारत 
के प्रतत उनके हृदय की घणृा को भी दशातती है। 
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खेल प्रततयोचगताओं में हार-जीत तो होती ही रहती है, सवतशे्रष्ठ योगदान महत्वपणूत है जो प्रत्येक खखलाड़ी यथासभंव दे 
रहे हैं। भारतीयों के मलये यह भी गौरव का पवषय है कक हमारे बहुतायत खखलाड़ी भाग लेने लायक साबबत हुए हैं 
अन्यथा एक समय था जबकक ओलपंपक खेलों  में तो हमारे देश के खखलाड़ी भागीदारी भी नहीं तनभा पात ेथे। आज 
पवमभन्न खेलों में औरतों की भी दहस्सेदारी हमारे मलए राष्रीय गौरव का पवषय है, जबकक सकंीणत मानमसकता वाले कई 
देशों से मात्र दो या तीन मदहला खखलाड़ड़यों को भजेा गया है। 

कुछ वामपथंी लोगों को तथा पत्रकारों को अगर भारतीय खखलाड़ड़यों में प्रततभा की कमी और खेल में उनकी लापरवाही 
नज़र आती है तो उन्हें भी यह भी समझना चादहये कक तजं करने वाले पत्रकार भी अपने कततव्यों के प्रतत ईमानदार 
नहीं हैं। शरुूआत में ही खखलाड़ड़यों के मलए कुछ अटपटे मलखना अनचुचत है। बदलाव तो होत ेरहत ेहैं, खेल में हार जीत 
होती रहती है, बाजी पलटत ेदेर नहीं लगती। आज एक रजत पदक ममला है, उम्मीद है कक आगे बहुत से अन्य पदक 
भी ममलेंगे। उम्मीद क्यों छोड़ी जाए तथा मिैल न मलए जाने पर तजं क्यों? भारतीय खखलाड़ड़यों ने अपनी क्षमता 
अनसुार कोमशश तो की है। कर्र खेलने वाले ही हारत ेया जीतत ेहैं न कक बठेै-बबठाए जुबानी तजं करने वाले। मोदीजी 
के आने के बाद भारतीय खखलाड़ड़यों को भी पहले की सरकारों की तलुना में बहुत ज्यादा सपुवधाओं तथा पयातप्त 
प्रमशक्षण प्रदान ककये जाने का ही कारण है कक आज इतनी बड़ी सखं्या में भारतीय खखलाड़ी टोककयो ओमलजम्पक में 
भाग ले पा रहे हैं। वामजन्थयों को शायद मोदीजी द्वारा ककये गए प्रत्येक अच्छे कायत जो भारत एव ंभारतीयों के दहत 
हो, उससे तकलीर् होती है। बबलबबलाहट, चचड़चचड़ापन, देश-पवरोधी बयानबाजी ककसी न ककसी प्रकार से बेशमी के साथ 
बेपदत हो जाती है। 
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भारत में यवुा बेरोजगार क्यों ? 

 

मैं कुछ महीनें पहले अपनी द्पवभाषी पबत्रका “The Counterviews; प्रततमत” के मलए एक आलेख मलख रहा था 
“भारतीय यवुा बेरोजगार क्यों ?”।  उन्हीं ददनों राहुल गांधी ‘NYAY’ की बात कर रहे थे। उनके चापलसूकार हर 
बेरोजगार को ८००० रुपये माहवारी देने की बात कही थी। बबहार के कई गााँव के लोग जो मज़दरूी कर कमात,े खात े
थे… उन्होंने तो प्रण कर मलया था कक भाई जब बेरोजगारो को बबना कुछ ककए ८००० रुपये माहवारी ममलेगा तो उन्हें 
क्या पागल कुते्त ने काटा है कक ददन भर मज़दरूी कर के उससे भी कम कमाएाँ ? टीवी चैनलों पर कांग्रेस के प्रस्ताव 
के पक्ष में बोलने के मलए उनके जी-हुज़ूरीकार, चाटूकार, तनखैये, पपछलगएु तथा यहााँ तक कक नोबेल परुस्कार पवजेता 
भी आत ेथे। ये सब नामी चगरामी वकील, मशक्षापवद, इततहासकार, अथतशास्त्री यहााँ तक कक कुछ देशभक्त भी थे। उन 
सबों से यह कहलवाया जाता था कक न्याय तकत -सगंत, यजुक्तसगंत तथा आचथतक रूप से सभंव था।  

तब तक गबन और धोखाधड़ी के मामलों में न्यायालयों द्वारा जमानत पर छोड़ ेगए राहुल गांधी और उनकी माताश्री 
सोतनयााँ जी की कांग्रेस की सरकार २०१८ में नरेंद्र मोदी को "चौकीदार चोर है" बताकर चार राज्यों में बीजेपी को हराकर 
सत्ता में आ चुकी थी। अतः उन राज्यों में तो यवुाओं ने तो सपनें भी देखने शरुू कर ददए थे कक कांगे्रस पाटी उन्हीं 
राज्यों स ेNYAY  लाग ूकरना शरुू करेगी। उन राज्यों में राहुल गांधी ने पढ़े मलखे बेरोजगारों को पहले से ही चुनावी 
सपना ददखा रखा था कक उन्हें १२००० रुपये प्रततमाह "बेरोजगारी भत्ता" ददया जाएगा।    

उन ददनों तो हमारे यदवुशंी नेता चाहे इंजजतनयर अखखलेश हो या दसवी ंरे्ल ‘महा’ तजेस्वी, सबों की जबुान पर यही 
सवाल था कक यवुाओं को रोजगार क्यों नहीं ? कर्र हमनें तनकट अतीत पर नज़र िाला I समझ में आने लगा कक य े
यद-ुकुमार कुछ सालों पवूत स्वय ंभी सत्ता में थे। एक मखु्यमतं्री और दसूरा उपमखु्यमतं्री। दोनों के पपताश्री भी सालों 
साल मखु्य मतं्री रह चकेु थे। एक यद-ुकुमार के पपता गबन के आरोप में जब जेल गए तो उन्होंने अपनी अगंठूाछाप 
अधाांचगनी को ही मखु्यमतं्री के कुसी पर आसीन कर ददया था। तो कर्र ये लोग अपने समयांतराल में सबों को रोजगार 
देना उचचत क्यों नहीं समझा ? तो समझ में आया… कक भाया… यवुाओं की नौकरी का मामला हमारे बरसाती नेताओ ं
को तभी दीखता है जब सत्ता हाथ से चली जाती है।     

मगर ये मोदी ककस खेत की ममट्टी है भला ? इतनी अच्छी खासी बहुमत लेकर २०१४ में सत्ता में आया था। अच्छा 
दबदबा था।  कर्र ये १६ करोड़  यवुाओं, मदहलाओं को मदु्रा योजना के तहत रोजगार क्यों दे रहे थ े? उन्होंने तो 
२०१९ में और अचधक बहुमत से आने के बावजूद पनुः मदु्रा योजना शरुू कर ददया। क्या ककसी पागल कुते्त ने काटा है 
उन्हें, कक सत्ता में रहत ेही लोगों को रोजगार दे रहे हैं ?  
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हााँ ! उन ददनों  लेककन एक बात थी।  मोदीजी के ये काम पवपक्षी पादटतयों को, ख़ास कर कांग्रेस को नही ंदीखती थी। 
स्वय ंराहुल गांधी और उनके पोपटों  ने अपनी आाँखों पर काला चश्मा चढ़ा रखा था। उन्होंने तो लोक सभा में यहााँ 
तक कबलू कर मलया था "चाहे मझुे पप्प ूही बलुा लो मैं नहीं बदलूगंा"।     

 

 उन ददनों जब मनैें एक आलेख प्रकामशत ककया था "हर भारतीय हाथ को ममले काज" (Works to all Indian Hands: 
Govt unable or unwilling? The Counterviews; Issue 2:04; pp-16; www.thecounterviews.com) और 
इसका एक प्रारूप तनमतला सीतारमण जी और मोदी जी को भी भेजा था तो शायद उन्हें अच्छा नहीं लगा होगा और 
इसीमलए कचरे के िब्बे में र्ें क ददया I आखखर सत्ता का कुछ तो असर होना चादहए।  

 

लेककन कर्र… वे पपछले एक वषत से ज्यादा समय से ८० करोड़ लोगों को मफु्त में राशन पानी क्यों बााँट रहे हैं ? आखखर 
मोदीजी ऐसा कर क्यों रहे हैं ? इससे अच्छे तो हमारे ‘पप्पजूी’ तनकले।  चुनावी वादा कर लोगों को बेवकूर् बना, उन 
राज्यों से रफ्रू् चक्कर हो मलए। एक समय के यवुराज रहे उस ‘बढ़ू-बच्चे’ को तो कोई याद भी नही ंददलाता कक उन्होंने 
चार राज्यों के यवुाओं से सरकारी नौकरी देने का वादा ककया था और जबतक वह न ममले बेरोजगारी भत्ता तो तय था 
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ही। उनका तो शासन पााँच राज्यों में था, वजकक अभी भी वे पााँच राज्यों में या तो स्वय ंके बल पर या ककसी और के 
कंधे पर पवराजमान हो सत्ता की रेबड़ी खा रहे हैं । वहााँ तो राहुल 
ममयााँ सबों को रोजगार दे सकत ेथे या दे सकत ेहैं । 

 कहत ेहैं "होनहार बबरवान के हॉट चचकने पात"।  राहुल गांधी में वो 
सारे लक्षण पवद्यमान हैं कक वह झूठों का बादशाह बनेगा। बहरहाल… 
कांग्रेस-शामसत प्रदेशों में न तो यवुाओं को सरकारी नौकरी ममली, न 
बेरोहजारी भत्ता और न ही उन्हें  न्याय ममला। झूठे वादों से जझू रहे 
यवुाओं में तो एक समय इतना गसु्सा था कक इक्के-दकु्के लोग 
'झूठबोला' पप्प ूकी टांग तोड़ने तक की बात कर रहे थ ेलेककन धीरे धीरे सब शांत हो गए। सबों को समझ में आ गया 
कक राहुल गांधी ककस ममट्टी का बना है, उसके द्वारा ककए गए वायदों की क्या अहममयत है । #PappuPollPromises 
मानकर सब सह गए।    

तो प्यारे देशवामसयो ! जब कोई महा लोभी नेता या राजतनततक दल सत्ता के गमलयारे से बाहर तनकाल ददया जाता है 
तो उसे जनता की हर ददुतशा दीखनें लगती है चाहे कुछ बढ़ चढ़ कर ही क्यों न ददखे।  लेककन जजस ददन ये बरसाती 
नेता या दल सत्ता में आ जाती है वह सबकुछ भलू कर अपनी ततजौरी 
भरनें लगता है। क्या बबिम्बना है कक सत्तर के दशक का ‘चप्पल 
छाप’ लकल ूबबना ककसी ज्ञात श्रोत की आमदनी के आज सकैड़ों करोड़ों 
की सपंपत्त का मामलक है। कांग्रेस की राजमाता के पवदेशी बैंक खात े
में बबना ककसी कमाई के अरबों की नकदी है। यह बात जब २०१३ में 
उजागर हुआ था तो अन्ना हज़ारे को चोर बताने वाले कोंग्रेसी नेता 
ततवारी जी को सोतनया गांधी की र्टकार पिी थी कक वामशगंटन पोस्ट 
के उस खबर पर लीपा पोती की जाए। इसी प्रकरण में कल का उड़ता 
पजंाब के यवुा आज भी उड़त ेही दीख रहे हैं।    
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क्या मोदी सरकार ने देश में बहुतों को मफु्तखोर बना ददया है ? 

 

जब से मोदीजी ने सत्ता सभंाली है मफु्तखोरी चरम सीमा पर है। इन्होंने पवदेशों से काला धन वापस लाने की बात की 
तो मफु्तखोरों ने, यहााँ तक कक राहुल गांधी और कांगे्रस के परेू महकमें के मुाँह से लार टपकनें लगा। इस मफु्तखोरी में 
कांग्रेस अकेली नहीं थी।  पररवार-जतनत जजतनी पवपक्षी राजनतैतक पादटतयााँ थीं, सबोंके मुाँह से लार टपकनें लगा।  सब 
ददन रात इसी किराक में थ ेकक कब उनके बैंक अकॉउंट में १५ लाख रूपये आएाँगे और इसीमलए मोदीजी को पानी पी 
पी कर कोसत ेरहत ेथे । पवपक्ष का हर नेता मफु्तखोरी की चाह में सोत ेजागत ेबस एक ही राग अलाप रहे हैं "हाय 
मेरा १५ लाख"।  आखखर मोदी जी ने ऐसा क्या कहा था कक ये मफु्तखोर 
इतने अकुलाये हैं ? क्या उनहोंने इन मफु्तखोर अमीरजादों को सचमचु 
यह कहा था कक पवदेशों में काले धन तमु मफु्तखोरों में बााँट देंगे ? 
आइये देखें ये ककस्सा क्या है, मामला क्या है I बगल का टेक्स्ट-बॉक्स 
में मोदीजी का मलू बयान है जो साि साि ददखाता है की मफु्त खोर 
लोग बबलकुल झठू बोल रहे हैं।   

  कांग्रेस ने तो उन १५ लाख को अपनी बपोती आमदनी समझ मलया और २०१९ का अपना ‘पाटी मतैनरे्स्टो’ इसी 
आधार पर बनाया कक मोदीजी ने इस भ्रष्ट और गबानकारी पाटी के लोगों को, जजनके अचधकतर नेता भ्रष्टाचार के 
मामलों में जमानत पर जेल की सलाखों से बाहर हैं, इन्हें १५ - १५ लाख देने की बात कही हो। इनकी तो परूी की परूी 
‘बेल-गाड़ी’ भ्रष्टाचाररयों को मलए जेल की तरर् बढ़ रही है कर्र भी मफु्तखोरी की प्यास अवश्य है।   

हम कहााँ से चले और कहााँ पहुाँच गए ! चले थे मोदी जी को लेकर 
और पहुाँच गए भ्रष्टाचाररयों के खेमें में।  कांगे्रस को चाहने वाले 
देश भर के भ्रष्टाचारी तो जी भर के इस पबत्रका  को कोसेंगे कक 
मोदीजी के सात साल बाद भी हम कांग्रेस के घोटालों की बात 
आखखर क्यों करत ेहैं और यह बात अप्रततम है।  लोग तो अब 
खुले आम नेहरू जी का जीप घोटाला, इंददराजी का चुनावी घोटाला, 
राजीव जी का बोर्ोसत घोटालो की बात करने लगे हैं और "मौन मोहन" जी की तो 
बात ही न करें इन्होंने तो घोटालों की बाररश में रेनकोट और छतरी में ककसी तरह 
अपने को बचाए रखा था।     

अब आइए आज के मफु्तखोरी के असल मदु्दे पर आत ेहैं।  ददली में अचधकााँश 
लोग आचथतक दृजष्ट से सपंन्न हैं कर्र भी केजरीवाल जी ने अपना चुनाव मफु्तखोरों  
को कें द्र पवन्द ुमान कर ही लड़ा।  बबजली मफु्त पानी मफु्त बस के यात्रा मफु्त 
स्कूल मफु्त ककताब मफु्त गरीबों के मलए राशन मफु्त ।  ददकली के चुनावी नसु्खे से बाहर आये तो घोटालेबाजी के 
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गणुों वाले रत्नाकरों से यकु्त कांगे्रस पाटी ने मफु्तखोरी का एक नया नसु्खा मलखा "NYAY"। भला हो जनता का 
जजन्होंने अबतक राहुल बाबा के झूठे चुनावी वादों को राजस्थान, मध्य प्रदेश और छत्तीसगढ़ में देख मलया था इसीमलए 
उसे नकार ददया अन्यथा अभी तक भारत बबक गया होता।   

मोदी सरकार के साल भर भी नहीं हो पाए थ ेकक देश और पवश्व को चीन में तनममतत "कोरोना" ने घेर मलया। Lockdown 
के दौरान जब अचधकााँश उद्योगों कारोबारों पर ताले पड़ गए तो सरकार ने 
गरीब ककयाण शरुू ककया जजसमें गरीबों को मफु्त में अनाज, एलपीजी गसै, 
वदृ्ध मदहलाओं के बैंक खात ेमें मफु्त में नकदी आदद शरुू की गयी और मोदी 
सरकार का यह कदम उचचत भी था।   

साल २०२० के शरुुआत में आंकड़ों के दहसाब से देश में कुल ८.५ करोड़ लोग 
गरीबी रेखा के नीचे थे। लेककन 2020 के माह मसतम्बर की ररपोटत के अनसुार 
महामारी के दौरान १०७ देशों की गरीबों की सचूच में 2।. 9% की गरीबी से भारत ६२ वे स्थान पर है 
(https://rural.nic.in/sites/default/files/WorkingPaper_Poverty_DoRD_Sept_2020.pdf) । इस अनपुात से देश 
में कुल 38.5 करोड़ लोग गरीब होने चादहए थे, लेककन जब मफु्त की खैराती बटनें लगी तो मफु्तखोरों की सखं्या 
लगभग 80 करोड़ हो गयी जजनके मलए सरकार को मफु्त में राशन पानी देना पड़ा। ये आंकड़ ेसमझ के बाहर हैं। गत 
वषत के शरुू में जहााँ देश में ८.५ करोड़ लोग गरीबी रेखा के नीचे होने चादहए थ ेवहााँ अभी ८० करोड़ लोग मफु्त की 
राशन ले रहे हैं। ये ७१.५ करोड़ अततररक्त मफु्तखोर कहााँ से आ धमके ? लगता है मफु्तखोरी अचधकााँश भारतीयों के 
िीएनए में ही है…कर्र ये खरैाती बााँटने वाले चाहे राहुल गांधी, केजरीवाल या मोदी सरकार ही क्यों न हो।  

हमारे बहुतरेे देशवासी स्वामभमानी भी हैं। अतः हमें यह 
आशा करनी चादहए कक जो लोग गरीबी रेखा से ऊपर हैं 
वे स्वय ंही घोषणा करेंगे कक वे कोरोना काल में ददए जा 
रहे मफु्त के राशन की सचूच से अपना एव ंअपने पररवार 
का नाम हटा लेंगे। यह ठीक उसी तरह होगा जसै े
प्रधानमतं्री के एक आह्वान पर करोड़ों देशवासी ने स्वेच्छा 
से LPG मसमलिंर से सजब्सिी छोड़ ददया था। 
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'जंतर-मंतर" 

 

‘जन्तर-मतंर’ शब्द कार्ी प्रचमलत है। मेरे ऐसे ग्रामीण लोगों को इस शब्द का पररचय शायद बचपन स ेही है। उस 
समय इस शब्द का अथत होता था ऐसा कुछ भी करना या होना जजससे असभंव जैसा प्रतीत होने वाला कोई भी कायत 
स्वतः ही हो जाए। यह जाद-ूटोना, टोना-टोटका या ककसी को ममगी का दौरा 
भी पड़ ेतो लोग कहत ेथे, जन्तर-मतंर करवा लो । जतंर-मतंर के बारे में 
पढ़ा था कक यह एक खगोलीय वेधशाला है जहााँ से पवमभन्न ग्रहों की गतत 
व दशा को देखा जा सकता है। ये तो बाद में पता चला कक ‘जन्तर-मतंर’ 
जगह का भी नाम है जहााँ  धरना-प्रदशतन का कायत ककया जाता है। 'ये' 
धरना प्रदशतन राजनीततक मदु्दों पर, दहसंात्मक बतातव के पवरोध में, 
भ्रष्टाचार पवरोध के मलये… तो कभी स्वाथतगत तथ्यों को मदु्दा बना कर भी ककया जाता है। आजकल, खास कर मोदी 
सरकार के दबुारे सत्ता में वापस आने पर तो यह पवपक्षक्षयों का रै्शन ही बन गया है। ज्यादातर मदु्दे सरकार पवरोधी 
तो हैं ही, देश पवरोधी तथा देश को बदनाम और कमजोर बनाने के मलए गढ़े गये हैं। आये ददनों पप्रयकंा, राहुल, 
सरुजेवाला, खेड़ा, 'आप' तथा कम्यतुनस्ट आदद के नेताओं की बयानबाजी से स्पष्ट है कक ये भ्रष्टाचाररयों को समथतन 
देने, लोकततं्र के नाम पर दंगाइयों के बचाव के मलये, देशपवरोधी गततपवचधयों को बढ़ावा देने के मलए धरना प्रदशतन 
करवात ेरहत ेहै।  

कोंग्रेमसयों के काले करततूों की पोल ज्यों-ज्यों खुलती जाती है, अत्याचाररयों, दंगाइयों, कर-चोरों पर ज्यों-ज्यों मशकन्ज े
कसत ेजात ेहैं, भ्रष्टाचारी और लटेुरे वामपचंथयों की ततलममलाहट बढ़ती जाती है। पवपक्षक्षयों के पास मसर्त  एक ही मदु्दा 
रह गया है, मोदीजी को हटाओ अन्यथा ये चोरों, िाकुओ,ं लटेुरों पवदेशी जाससूों, तस्करों, धोखाधड़ी करने वालों तथा 
भगौड़ों को, जो पवपक्षक्षयों के अजीज हैं, देश की जनता के समक्ष बेपदत कर देंग।े 

आये ददनों जस्त्रयों और ककसानों के दहत की बात करने वाली प्यारी पप्रयकंा भलू जाती हैं कक उनके पतत ने भी ककसानों 
के जमीन हचथयाये हुए हैं। जहााँ-जहााँ वामपचंथयों की सरकारें हैं वहााँ भ्रष्टाचार, लटू, अराजकता चरमसीमा पर मौजूद 
हैं। प्रताड़ड़त प्रदशतनकररयों की बातें नहीं सनुी जाती हैं न ही पमुलसकममतयों में इतनी जुरतत है कक एर् आई आर दजत 
कर कोई कायतवाही करे। प्रदशतनकारी यदद बीजेपी के कायतकतात हो, राष्रीय स्वयंसेवी सघं या कोई भी प्रताड़ड़त दहन्द ू
समहू हो तो उन पर पानी की बौछारें, लाठीचाजत, उन्हें जेल भेजने की कायतवाही तत्परता एव ंबेरहमी स ेककया जाता 
है। 

तममलनािु में 'िी एम के' के सत्ता में आने के बाद दहन्दओुं और मदंदरों के प्रतत आपराचधक घटनाओं में बहुत ज्यादा 
बढ़ोतरी हुई है, बहुत से मदंदरों को वहााँ की सरकार ने तड़ुवा ददया है। मदंदरों को तोड़ ेजाने के कारण दःुखी आरोमशत 
दहन्द ूप्रदशतन कररयों को भी जेल में िलवा कर उनकी आवाजों को कुचल ददया गया है। दहन्दपुवरोधी इन कृत्यों पर 
ककसी राजनीततक पादटतयों ने कोई चचात करनी या पत्रकारों ने वहााँ की सरकार स ेककसी प्रकार के प्रश्न करने का प्रयत्न  
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भी नहीं ककया है। हाल में  कामाक्षी अम्मान मदंदर में अत्यतं घखृणत व्यजक्तयों द्वारा अनतैतक तथा अभद्र कुकमत ककये 
गए हैं, जजसके प्रतत कायतवाही करने में पमुलस भी लापरवाही कर रही है। बगंाल और ददकली की जस्थतत तो वामपथंी 
पवचारधारा वाले लोगों की जीत के बाद होने वाले दंगे, आगजनी आदद की घटनाओं के कारण चचन्ता का पवषय बन 
चुका है। केरल में अराजकता बहुत ज्यादा बढ़ गयी है। दहन्द ूहामशये पर आत ेजा रहे हैं। अकपसखं्यक के नाम पर  
मजुस्लम, ईसाइयों के मलए पवशषे आरक्षण, पवशषे सपुवधाओं की व्यवस्था मशक्षा तथा सरकारी नौकररयों में की गई है। 
इस मदु्दे पर सवाल उठाने वाले वकीलों पर कोटत ने सनुवाई करने के बजाय, जुमातना थोप ददया है। दहन्दओुं तथा 
पपछड़ ेवगत की आवाजों को कुचल कर यहााँ की सरकार तस्करों, आतकंकयों, मकुलों, ईसाइयों को खुश करने में लगी हुई 
है। आये ददनों बात-बात पर धरना देने वाले पवमभन्न राज्यों में दहन्द ूपवरोधी गततपवचधयों पर चुप रहत ेहैं, प्रताड़ड़तों 
की आवाज भी कुचल देत ेहैं।  

देश का दहत चाहने वाले लोग इस पवषय पर धरना क्यों नहीं देत ेकक इतने सारे रोदहजं्ञाओं को देश के भीतर प्रवेश 
क्यों ददया गया है? मजुस्लम बाहुकय क्षते्रों में दहदंओुं के पररवार जस्त्रयााँ असरुक्षक्षत क्यों हैं? उनकी सरुक्षा के मलए वहााँ 
की सरकार कुछ क्यों नहीं कर रही है ?  रोदहजं्ञाओं, उइगर घसुपदैठयों को दहदंसु्तान से बाहर क्यों नहीं तनकाला गया 
है? क्या देश मजुस्लम घसुपदैठयों का अड्िा है ? सतंावन इस्लाममक देशों के रहत ेये इस्लाममक घसुपदैठये, इस्लाममक  
देशों में क्यों नहीं जात ेहैं? दहन्दओुं को सरकार दहदंसु्तान में भी सरुक्षक्षत नहीं रख पा रही है ? क्या यह तनदंनीय नहीं 
है? 

ऐसा लगता है सभी वामपंथी नेता, इस्लामी और ईसाई जन्तर-मतंर के भतूों से ग्रमसत हो चुके हैं। कभी अन्ना हजारे 
के साथ भ्रष्टाचार के पवरोध में धरने पर बठैने वाला खजेड़ीवाल आज पणूत तन्मयता से भ्रष्टाचार में मलप्त हो सत्ता की 
मलाई खात ेहुए जनता के टैक्स के पसेै को व्यजक्तगत सपंपत्त की तरह धड़कले से गलुछरों में उड़ा रहे हैं। चंदे में एक 
भी रुपयैा दान नहीं देने वाले चोरों के समहू राम मदंदर के चंदे के पसेै पर सवाल जाने ककस बेशमी से उठात ेहैं, यह 
सोचनीय पवषय है।  

बात-बात पर हंगामा करने वाली "आप'' कोंग्रेस' अखखलशे तथा गााँधी-माइनो पररवार ददकली, बॉम्बे में हज हाउस, जालधंर 
तथा पणेु में पणेुश्वर मदंदर की जमीन पर कोटत के प्रततबधं के बावजदू मजस्जद कैसे और ककसके पसैों से बनाई जा 
रही है इस पर भी चचात  और प्रश्नोत्तर कोई पत्रकार भी न करता है। कभी कोई इन मदु्दों पर भी हंगामा भी करें तो 
शायद लोकततं्र खतरे में आ जायेगा, शायद इसीमलए शाततर मानमसकता के नेताओं द्वारा ये सारे कायत चपुचाप तीव्र 
गतत से चल रहे हैं।  ऐसे लोगों की पाटी को देशद्रोही पाटी कहें तो अततश्योजक्त नहीं होगी। पत्रकारों के मलए भी उचचत 
होगा कक वामपथंी पादटतयों से प्रश्न करें कक टैक्स के पसैों से ककसी ईसाई के मलये चचत या इस्लाममयों के मलये हज 
हाऊस क्यों बनाये जा रहे हैं ? जबकक सरकार को उनसे कोई आमदनी भी नही ंहोती है, न ही देश के पवकास में ये 
ससं्थान कोई योगदान देत ेहैं। बामपचंथयों, बबचौमलयों, दटकैत के अलावे भी जाने ककतनों पर 'जन्तर-मतंर' के भतू ने 
कब्जा जमाया हुआ है। चीन, पाककस्तान, कनािा आदद देशों के जन्तर मतंर का प्रभाव ही है कक देश के पवपक्षी नेताओ ं
ने घदटया बयानबाज़ी, घपलेबाजी,घोटालेबाजी तथा देशपवरोधी कायतरमों में दशु्मन देशों का साथ देना अपना परमपप्रय, 
आनन्ददायी कततव्य समझ रखा है। इन्हें गरीबों को मौत के मुाँह में धकेल कर मसर्त  अपने व्यजक्तगत स्वाथत में रमें 
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रहना अच्छा लगता है। वामजन्थयों को बीजेपी, मोदी या "राष्रीय स्वय ंसेवक सघं" इसीमलए अच्छे नहीं लगत ेक्योंकक 
देश को लटूने तथा इससे देश को कमजोर बनाने की कलपुषत मनोवपृत्त को आघात पहंुचता है। चीन, पाककस्तान या 
जजहाददयों के इशारे पर नाचने वाली देशपवरोधी पादटतयों को न जनता से कोई प्यार है न ही देश की प्रगतत या पवकास 
से। ये ढोंगी, मतलब-परस्त, दहन्द ूतथा दहदंतु्व पवरोधी होने के साथ ही देश को खोखला करने वाले देश के अदंरूनी 
दशु्मन हैं जजन पर पवदेशी जन्तर-मतंर का प्रभाव है। काश कोई ऐसा मतं्र भी होता जो ' जन्तर-मतंर' पर धरना देने 
वाले  नेताओ ंके मसर से देशपवरोधी कायत करने की पे्ररणा देने वाले भतू-भतूनी का साया उतार देता और उन्हें देशदहत 
में सोचने, कुछ करने की पे्ररणा दे पाता। 
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Emerging Space Tourism : A Scientist’s View-Point 

 

Travelling to the space may have immense technical and health related challenges for the astronauts / Cosmonauts. 

However, such trips have enormous glamorous impact for the world population. Hence, each one of them heading to 

space are viewed no less than the Heroes of the cinema. It becomes a dream of many people to travel to space.  

Space Tourism has great attraction esp for the rich people the world over and Russian Roscosmos have partly cashed 

upon it in the past as shown in the table below. Since 2001, the lucrative Russian space tourism program has enabled 

many “private spaceflight participants” to 

make their space trips. They paid in excess of 

$20 million for flights aboard Russian Soyuz 

crafts, brokered by Virginia-based Space 

Adventures…the last tourist paid a reported 

$35 million for his trip. All those trips were 

to the Space Station and followed almost the 

same training protocol as for the other 

mission specialist cosmonauts… so as to perform some scientific tasks basically to justify their inclusion. 

It is evident by the Russian commercial space tourism venture (shown in the table above) that there is substantial 

revenue generation from the space tourism. There are many prospective tourists willing to pay for such trips what 

could be considered as ‘costing fortunes’ for the most others. Most of these tourists would be keen to experience the 

thrills of space exposure. The ‘tourist space ventures’ could be aimed at much shortened periods, with minimum of 

indoctrination training. There come the various possibilities…of ‘sub-orbital’ flights of few minutes, of orbitting around 

the globe, of spending some time in a totally different habitat of Space-inns, Space-resorts, space Sheraton, ‘Antariksh-

vaas’, ‘Udankhatola’ or any other name given to it.  

The first, fully committed private US Space Exploration Technologies Corp (SpaceX) was founded in 2002 by Elon Musk 

with the goal of reducing space transportation costs, to enable colonization of Mars. They invested heavily on Falcon 

9 reusable rocket and a spacecraft Dragon (cargo & crew) for Commercial Orbital Transportation Services (COTS) in 

2006, getting NASA funding for Commercial Resupply Services (CRS) to ISS. Later, additional funds were provided for 

its Human rating as their Space Shuttle was to be decommissioned in 2010. SpaceX fulfilled the commitments by 

sending NASA logistics supply to the ISS in 2012 and later, astronauts in his re-usable ’Falcon-9 & Dragon’ spacecraft 

in May 20. The present SpaceX orbital ventures are more of a shuttle service to the ISS. They too may later wish to 

have their own Commercial Space Station for commercial space tourism.  

Earlier one way trip to the ISS used to take 2 days for docking that subsequently were reduced to over 5 hrs by the 

Russians. These long duration trips may not suit the space tourists in general, who may have their own short-duration 

aims and objectives of traveling to the space as elaborated later. Not many of them will be keen to spend months for 

training for becoming a space tourist.  

Space Adventure/Tourism customers have some minimum requirements that any passenger willing to spend fortunes 

would mandate. On the other hand, the space agencies may competitively offer a better package / options of a near-

guaranteed safe return, with one or more of the following experiences… 

a) The experience of Microgravity…unhindered Free Floating …without any obstacle. 

b) Being able to see the curvature of the Earth with its bluish Atmospheric cover.  
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c) Being able to see the Sunrise or Sunset which is totally different experience. 

d) Viewing the changing perspectives of the Earth under the day and the night 

e) Special occasions and celebrations in space…propose, marry, honeymoon and so on. 

f) Situational demands of viewing the changing perspective of the Earth under Solar or Lunar Eclipse or any other 

celestial events. 

g) Sufficient exposure time under microgravity for short scientific experiments. 

h) Other innovative ideas will surely come-up for space recreational objectives in the future. 

The great race to grab the imaginations and intent of the few rich in the name of “Space Tourism” is on. Two 

billionaires namely Richard Branson having founded his company ‘Virgin Galactic’ and Jeff Bezos of ‘Blue Origin’ are 

ready with their respective spacecrafts to offer the commercial space tourism. The latter had planned his first 

commercial flight on 21 July much earlier from now but the former, hurriedly announced his maiden flight for 11 July 

21 to 'earn a first' in the history books and kept his words too. The Virgin Galactic has the reusable spacecraft named 

Virgin Space Ship (VSS) Unity mounted within the dual wings of their aircraft Virgin Mother Ship (VMS) Eva. VSS Unity 

after release from VMS Eva at around 45-50 KFt AMSL is propelled by a rocket to the edge of the space. On the other 

hand, Blue Origin Spacecraft is fully reusable rocket propelled in 2-stages. The former is designed to go up to or below 

Karman’s line of 100 Km whereas the latter can go up to 150 Km or so above the Earth. These two offer the actual 

microgravity / space exposure for only few minutes.  

There are some other players too in Commercial Space ventures. These include Boeing Company’s paid trips to the 

International Space Station (ISS) in their ‘CST-100’ Starliner spacecraft, which is yet to start operations. It may not be 

long before the Chinese and Russians too come-up with their own or joint plans for commercial space tourism. They 

already have the technologies for it. 

 

On 11 July 21 M/S ‘Virgin Galactic’ tried to demonstrate that they offer a great prospect to adventure tourism to 

space. Its founder Richard Branson with another three of his employees were the passengers in the 22nd flight of VSS 

Unity. They were to travel as mission specialists (?) in the passengers’ compartment of the craft with much fanfare 

and global publicity. Their rocket-propelled spacecraft VSS Unity was released from under the wings of aircraft VMS 

Eva at 46393 ft AMSL, with forward speed of 389 Mi/hr. Within a second of separation, the VSS Unity rocket ignited 

to propel the Spacecraft.  
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The max speed touched 3.1 Mach at 125 Kft AMSL, 57 sec after the separation and then went in nose up attitude 

heading to the edge of the space. The rocket extinguished few seconds past 60 secs and the craft continued gaining 

altitude as the speed continued washing out. At 1’10” of separation, the passengers were asked to unstrap for 

experiencing microgravity in the coming seconds. Back flipping of the craft was carried out by the pilots at 1’33” at 

about 213 Kft AMSL with speed of 2.3 Mach, so as to enable the passengers view the Earth through the small windows 

provided at the sides and the ceiling. The flipping also meant that some amount of aerodynamic control must have 

been there. The max altitude achieved of an imaginary parabola was 2,82773 ft AMSL at a time 2’37” from separation, 

when the speed had washed out to 1.1 Mach.  
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Hereafter, the free fall of the craft started till the so-called 're-entry' to the atmosphere was announced by the team 

at 3’40” at 200 KFt AMSL when all passengers were asked to return to their seats and strap-up. Thus an 'over 2 min' 

of microgravity was experienced when momentarily the passengers could be seen floating in the cramped-up cabin. 

The erect seats however, seemed an impediment in their free-float.  

 

It must have been their life-time experience endeavouring to the near space conditions. The first human sub-orbital 

flight is praiseworthy and has surely opened up new avenues in Space-Tourism'.  However, the look on the faces of 

the four 'mission specialists' as they called themselves, having experienced the adventure, were not very great.  

 

Could the passengers view the curvature of the earth from the ceiling altitudes? We don’t know. Once in the 

atmosphere, the craft was made to glide to the runway of the same base from where it took-off. It was a well piloted 

landing and the ground crew were in attendance within seconds.  

All passengers were called as astronauts by the Virgin Galactic team…something that denigrates the status of the 

actual astronauts and Cosmonauts…their hard training, skills and efforts. All the crew either piloting their craft or 

travelled in the capacity of crew with desired levels of training and skills, to take-over the controls of even automated 

flights are at liberty to be called and designated astronauts / Cosmonauts. Even those having been trained and 

assigned the mission specialists with their given objectives deserve the designation. However, what do we call the 

passengers of such trips / flights? Do they deserve being designated as astronauts? If they do, then let the world 

brace-up for a new breed of astronauts / cosmonauts without the training or skills for the prestigious designation. Of 

course, the two crew of VSS Unity having piloted the sub-orbital flight, remained in obscurity. It must be clarified here 
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that all those who made Roscosmos trips to the Space Station and followed almost the same training protocol as for 

the other mission specialists. Hence, they could legitimately be called cosmonauts /astronauts. 

The second private commercial space venture, Blue Origin grabbed the world attention on 20 July 20 with their first 

human Sub-Orbital flight, in their reusable ‘New Shapard’ rocket launch that was to release the human capsule in to 

space and itself land back safely at a designated platform about 2 miles from the lift-off. The human capsule was to 

go above the Karman line and then descend safely to soft touch-down enabled by jet-firing of Nitrogen gas 6 ft above 

ground. It is a fully automated flight from launch to landing back of both the separated rocket and the human capsule. 

 

The New Shepard was launched from outside Van Horn, Texas at Blue Origin facilities, with four passengers, one of 

whom had paid for his trip. It was a perfect launch, went almost vertically up. The max velocity reached was 3 Mach. 

The rocket burn-out completed at T+2’21” at 1,83 Kft AMSL and within few seconds, it separated. The Human capsule 

continued ascending without engine and entered ‘zero G’ at T+2’35” at ~230 KFt AMSL. The capsule continued 

ascending till T+4’03” to its peak altitude of ~351 KFt where its forward speed became zero and then started falling 

freely. The zero G period ended at approx. T+5’32” at the altitude of 225 Kft while re-entering the atmosphere. Thus 

a total of about 3 min of Zero G was experienced.  
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The re-entry to the atmosphere was at approx 1880 MPH, 225 Kft, seemed uneventful, without any friction-fire. The 

drogue and main parachutes deployed at quick succession at T+8’21” and T+8’35” respectively at rather critically low 

altitudes of about 6.4 & 3.2 Kft AMSL. However, the module seemd to make a not-so-soft touchdown at about 14 

MPH of vertical impact. The capsule remained stable, the 3 parachutes fell down on the sides with the riser cords 

attached to the capsule. Those crew aligned to capsule window aligned to the peremeter wall of the landing site must 

have had their heart-in-mouth descenting almost over it. However, they must have thanked the almighty from the 

disaster as the capsule under passive parachute descent appeared to have no vertical or horizontal control. It took 

several minutes before the ground crew could arrive at the touchdown spot.  
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‘Tourist viewership’ from the tall and wide windows in the New Shepard capsule were much helpful in appreciating 

the curvature of the Earth, the thin atmospheric blue cover around it as well as the pitch dark sky all around. The 

intensity of the Sunlight within the cabin in VSS Unity seemed to be worrisome. How much of the thrill and 

adventurism the passengers felt in the two different flights, are for them to answer. However, the company 

employees and their bosses will be the last to utter any word of inconvenience that they might have felt in those 

billion dollar ventures meant to attract the tourists. What was expressed in another article immediately after the 

Virgin Galactic trip, was echoed in Ms Wally Funk spoke in milder words after the flight…that it was a bit cramped up 

space for appreciating free floating under zero G.  
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Surely, if the crew of 4 felt a bit cramped-up for free-float, full capacity of 6 tourists, having paid-up fortunes, surely 

may be more demanding and less accommodative. A mere reclining / folding options to the seats could increase the 

free space for free-floating. In VSS Unity, a larger window pane could be more attractive. Hence, some design review 

may be beneficial to attract the tourists with better satisfying experience of those few precious moments. A 

comparative look at the two agencies offering the space tourism is provided in the table below:- 

 

There seem to be some minor safety concerns as well. Travelling above atmospheric envelope in the normal 

overalls/outfits/casuals, without space-suit, without personal Life Support System is dangerous. Meteoroids pose 

great dangers at those altitudes and any impact can damage the craft with ensuing atmospheric loss, that could be 

fatal to all passengers and even to the crew without full pressure clothing. An unexpected failure of the cabin pressure 

relief valve could be catastrophic. Reverse oxygenation takes place to suck out the oxygen from pulmonary blood and 

the Time of Useful Consciousness is barely 7 seconds before any life-saving actions could be taken. Incapacitation and 

death becomes a real possibility for all occupants. Hence, everyone must have a space suit or full pressure garment 

for unexpected emergencies, that can sustain life for the crucial few minutes while rapid descent be commenced. It 

is believed that both agencies had earlier planned for providing space suit for the passengers but changed their mind 

subsequently considering the constraints that it may pose on the tourists. It is however, a necessity to save life under 

emergency loss of pressurisation. 

The second issue is the radiation of the direct sunlight which is very intense above the atmosphere. In VSS Unity 22 

flight, it appeared an intense Sunlight. Above atmosphere Sunlight is equally strong whether it is the morning, 

afternoon or evening. Astronauts have sustained burns of the exposed parts due to direct Sun.  

It is expected that all spacecraft designs must have undergone the critical failure analysis to safeguard the lives and 

health of the space tourists. These failures can vary anything…from the rocket not igniting, its nozzle bursts…of 

pressurisation loss…of micrometeorite impacts and so on. 

Any space venture does have some inherent risks but certainly not at the cost of someone’s life. Any Space Tourist 

will have some minimum expectations from the flights as mentioned above in this article. The companies offering 

Space Tourism at the prohibitive costs amounting fortunes in the present times, must be safe and fulfilling their 

expectations. Whether ‘Virgin Galactic and Blue Origin’ fulfil all those objectives, only they and their passengers will 

decide. This article only aims at bringing out a third party, a scientist’s view-point. It is a great beginning for space 

tourism. 
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चलिे चलािे  

चलते-चलाते : "कहााँ से लाते हो" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"कहााँ से लाते हो" 
 

कहााँ से लाते हो दोगलापन,  

बता सबों को खेजू भाई, 

पवज्ञापन में बजट खचत कर, 

करते धोखा! झूठ-दढठाई? 

 

ददकली अन्दर कोरोना में, 
ऑजक्सजन का घपला होए, 

राशन,दवा ब्लैक में जाये, 

जजम्मेदार कौन है भाई ? 

 

बबजली बबल धांधली मचाये, 

रोदहजं्ञा-बस्ती, बन जाये, 

'आप' के नेता पकड़ ेजाए, 

कर्र भी रोज हााँकता जाए। 
 

नलके का पानी हो गंदा, 
हररयाणा,दोषी बतलाये, 

जनता ज्यों मुजश्कल में आएाँ 
चादर तान, खेजू सो जाएाँ । 

 

 

हज हाउस खेजू बनवाये, 

कर का पैसा वहााँ गाँवाये, 

राममजन्दर,चंदे का पैसा, 
चोर जमातें, प्रश्न उठाये। 
  

धरनेवालों को सुपवधायें, 
मुफ्त-मुफ्त,गप्पें ही बााँटे, 

ददकली तरे ! पंजाब में आये, 

खेजू ! झूठ, मुफ्त में बााँटे। 
 

नौटंकी वालों की पाटी, 
चचकल-पों,है रोज मचाये, 

करे गवारों सा ये हकला, 
काम न संसद का हो पाए। 
 

सारे चोर इकट्ठे जम कर, 

आये ददन धरने पर जाए, 

आतंकी, मभिंरा के चमचे, 
नटनी इनको नाच नचाये।। 

II िॉ सुमगंला झा।। 
 


